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VOLTAIRE

HE. life of Voltaire thould necef-
farily be the hiftory of the pro-
grefs of the arts as promoted by his
genius, of the power which he exer-
cifed over the opinions of his age, and
of the long war which in his youth he”
declared againft prejudice, and which
he maintained to the day of his death.
Vou. I. R When



2 THE L¥E OF VOLTAIRE.

When the influencé®f a philofophcer
extends itfelf to the multitude, when it
is fudden and felt at each inftant of hi®
life, he is indebted for this influence to
his chara&er, to his mode of obferva-
tion, and to his condu&, as much as to
his works. Eye:y circumftance relating
to fuch a man promotes the ftudy of the
human mind; with which we cannot
hope to become acquainted if we do not
obferve its properties as they exift in
thofe to whom Nature has bccn prodi-
gal of her riches and her powcr, and if
we do pot feek in fuch minds what they
poflefs in common with” others, and in
‘vhat they are diftinguithed. Man is in
general indebted for his ofjinions, and

cven
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ceven for his paffions, and his charattet,
to thofe by whom he is furrounded; he
derives them from the laws, the preju-
dices of his country, as the plant re-
ceives nutriment from the foil and the
elements. When we contemplate the
vulgar mind, we difcover the power to
which we are fubjected by Nature, (or
habit}; but not the fecret of intefnal
ftrength, nor fhe laws of the human

vnderftanding.

Frangois Marie Aronef, who by af-
fuming the nume of Voltaire has ren-
dered it fo famous, was born at Chate-
nay, on the 2oth of February, 1694,
and was baptized at Paris, in #i chiurch

B 2 of
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of St. André-des-Arcs, on the 22d of
November in the fame year. His ex-
ceflive weaknefs was the caufe of this
delay, which, during life, occafioned
doubts concerning the place and ume of
his birth. Fontenclle, in like manner,
was obliged to be privately baptized,
becaufe his life was defpaired of, from
the feeblenefs of his infancy. Itis fome-
what fingular that thefe two men, both
fo famous in this age, whofc lives and
Underftandings were cach of fuch long
duration, fhould mutually be born lan-
guid and feeble.

The father of M. de Voleaire excr-

cifed the office of treafurer to the cham-
ber
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ber of accounts ; his mother, Marguerite
&' Aurzart, was of a noble family of
Poitou. Their fon has been reproached
for having taken the name of Volraire :
that i<, for having followed a cuftom at
that time generally praétifed by the rich
citizens and younger fons, who, leaving
the family name to the heir, affumed
that ol a fief, or perhaps of a country
houfe.  His birth was queftioned in
nwmcrous libels.  His enemies, among
men of literature, feemed to fear that
the fafhionable world would too readily
faciifice its prejudices to the pleafure
found in his fociety, and the admiration
his talents infpired, and that a man of
Jetters fhould be treated with too much

B 3 equality.
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equality. Such reproaches did him ho-
nour; malignity does not attack the
birth of a man of literature, but from
a fecret confcioufnefs, which it cannot
ftifle, that it is wholly unable to diminifh

his perfonal fame.

The fortune which M. Arouet the
father enjoyed was doubly advantageous
to his fon; it procured him the advan-
tages of education, without which ge-

“#ias never attains thofe heights to which
it might otherwife arife. If we examine
modern hiftory, we fhall find that all
men of the firft order, all thofe whofe
works have approached perfection, had
not to repair the defects of education.

Nor
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Nor was the advantage of being born
to an independent fortune lefs ineftima-
ble. M. de Voltaire never felt the mi-
fery of being obliged to abandon his
liberty thathe might procure fubfiftence;
to fubjeé his genius to labour, which the
neceffity of living enforced; nor to flat-
ter the prejudices, or the paffions, of a
patron. His mind was not enflaved by
fuch habitual fears, which not only im-
pede invention, but imprefs the charac-
ter of incertitude and feeblenefs on every
effort of the imagination. His youth,
undifturbed by the doubts and fears of
poverty, did not expofe him to the dan-
ger of contrating that fervile timidity
which infpires the weak mind with habi-

B4 tual
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tual dependence ; or that acrid, reftlefs,
and fufpicious irritability which is an
infallible confequence to the man of
genius, when contending between that
dependence to which he is by neceflity
fubjefted, and that freedom which the
fublime thoughts by which he is occu-
pied demand.

The youhg Arouet was fent to the
Jefuifts college, where the fons of the
firft nobility, except thofe of the jaﬁfc-
nifte, received their education. The Jan-
fenifts, who were hated at court, were
feldom feen among men who, being at
that time obliged by cuftom to chufe a
religion which they did not underftand,

naturally
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naturally adopted that which beft could
promote their temporal intereft. The
profeffors of rhetorick, under whom he
was placed, were Father Porée and Fa-
ther Jay: the firft, being a man of under-
ftanding, and of a good heart, difcovered
the feeds of a future greatnefs in his
fcholar; and the latter, ftruck with the
boldnefs of his opinions and the inde-
pendence of his mind, prediéted that he
would become the apoftle of deifim in
France ; both of which prophecies were *

verified by time.

‘When he left college, he again found
the Abbé de Chiteauneuf, his god-father
and the friend of his mother, an intimate

at
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at home. The Abbé was one of thofe
men who, having entered into the eccle-
fiaftic eftate from complaifance, or from
momentary ambition not native to their
mind, afterwards facrifice fortune and
facerdotal dignities to the love of living
at large, being unable continually to wear

the mafk of hypocrify.

The Abbé de Chateauneuf was inti-
mate with Ninon de I’ Enclos, whom,
for her probity, her underftanding, and
her freedom of thought, he long had
pardoned in defpight of the fomewhat
notorious adventures of her youth. The
fathionable world were pleafed that fhe
had refufed the invitation of her former

friend,
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friend, Madame de Maintenon, who had
offered to invite her to court, on condi-
tion that fhe would become a devotee.
The Abbé de Chateauneuf had prefent-
ed Voltaire to Ninon. Though but a
boy, he already was a poet; already
began to teize his Janfenift brother by
his trifling epigrams, and to pleafe him-
felf with reciting the Moifade of Rouf-

feau.

Ninon had taken delight in the pupil
of her friend, and had left him by will
2000 livres (about 80 guineas) to pur-
chafe books. Thus was he taught, by
fortunate circumftances, even in infancy

and before his underftanding was form-
ed,
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ed, to regard ftudy and labours of the
mind as pleafing and honourable employ-
ments ; thus did he learn, by the fociety
of people fuperior to vulgar opinions,
that the mind of man is born free, and
that he has a right to judge whatever he
can comprehend ; while, by a cowardly
condefcenfion to prejudice, the common
courfe of education prefents nothing to

childhood but the difgraceful marks of

fervitude.

Hypocrify and intolerance were pre-
dominant at the court of Louis the
XIVth. which was much more feri-

oufly occupied in effe@ing the ruin of

Janfenifm
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Janfenifm than in relieving the fuffer-
ings of the people. The report of his
incredulity had occafioned Catinat to
lofe the confidence which was due to his
virtues and his abilities for war. De
Vendome was reproached with occa-
fionally neglecting mafs; and the fuc-
cefs of the heretick Marlborough, and
the infidel Eugene, was attributed to his
want of devotion.  This hypocrify had
difgufted thofe whom it could not cor-
rupt; and, in averfion to the aufterities
of Verfailles, the moft fathionable focie-
ties of Paris affeCted to carry their liberty
and the love of pleafure even to licenti-

oufnefs.

The
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The Abbé de Chateauneuf introduced
the young Voltaire to thefe focieties, and
particularly to the company of the Duke
de Sully, the Marquis de la Fare, the
Abbé Servien, the Abbé de Chaulieu,
and the Abbé Courtin; who were often
joined by the Piince de Conti, and the

grand Prior de Vendéme.

M. Arbuet imagined his fon was
ruined, when he was told that he wrote
poetry and frequented the fociety of
people of fafthion. He wifhed to make
him a juwdge, and faw him employed
on atragdtly. This family quarrel end-
ed by fending the young Voltaire to the

Marquis
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Marquis de Chateauneuf, the French
ambaffador in Holland.

His exile was not of long duration.
Madame du Noyer, who had fled thi-
ther with her two daughters rather to
avoid her hufband than from zeal for
the proteftant religion, was then at the
Hague, where fhe lived by intrigues
and libels, and proved from her condu
that fhe did not go thither in fearch of

liberty of confcience.

M. de Voltaire became enamoured
of one of her daughters; and the mother,
finding that the only advantage fhe could
gain from his attachment was that of

making
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making it public, carried her complaints
totheambaffador, who forbade his young
dependent to continue his vifits to Made-
moifelle du Noyer; and {ent him back to

hisfamily for having difobeyed his orders.

Madame du Noyer failed not to print
this ftory with the Letters of the young
Arouct to her daughter, hoping that this
already well known name would promote
the fale of her book ; and vaunted of her
maternal feverity and delicacy in the
very libel in which fhe proclaimed her

daughter’s dithogeur.

The fine feelings of the author of

Zaire and Tancrede are notdifcoverable

in
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in thefe letters. The fenfations of im-
paffioned youth are ftrong, but their
gradations it is unable to diftinguifh; it
neither can fele thofe ftrong and rapid
traits which chara&erife paflion, nor find
terms which paint its feclings to the
imagination, and infufe them into the
foul of the reader; while devoured by
love, the moft fincere and the moft
ardent, it is apparently dull; cold, or
extravagant. The talent of painting
the paffions for the theatre appears to
be one of the laft which difcovers jtfelf -
in poets. Racine had given na tokens
of it either in Les Frires Ennemis, or in
Alexandre ; and Brutus preceded Zaire.
Not only, muft the paflions have been
Vor. 1. C felr
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felt before they can be defcribed, but
their emotions and effe@s muft have
been remarked when they have ceafed to
lord it over the mind, and when they
exift only in the recolle€tion. The heart
is fufficient to make us fenfible of their
exiftence; but, to exprefs them with
energy and truth, the foul mufl have
long been under their influence, and ex-
perience muft have been impreved by

reflection.

The youth, when returned to Paris,
foon forgot his love; but he did not
forget to ufeggvery effort that he might
wreft a young and eftimable woman,

who was natively virtuous, from a cor-
rupt
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rupt and intriguing mother. He em-
ployed the zeal of Profclytifim*. He
was aided by feveral bifhops, and even
jefuits. The project failed, but Voltaire
had afterward the good fortune to be of
fervice to Mademoifelle du Noyer, when

fhe had married the Baron de Vinterfeld.

His father, however, finding him per-
{ift in writing poetry, and living’at large,
forbade him his houfe. The moft fub-
miffive letters made no impreflion on
him; the fon even afked permiffion to

go to America, provided that before his

* 1l employa le zéle du Profélitifime ; the meaning,
I imagine, is, that he made her a convert from
the proteftant to the catholick faith.

Ca depart-
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departure he might but be permitted to
kneel at his feet; but there was no
choice, he muft determine not to depart
for America, but to bind himfelf to an
attorney. He did not here remain long;
M. de Caumartin, the friend of M.
Arouet, pitied the fate of his fon, and
requefted permiffion to take him to St.
Ange; where, removed from thofe fo-
cieties which alarmed paternal affection,
he might refle&t on, and make choice of
a profeflion. Here he met with Cau-
martin, the elder, a refpectable old man,
who was paffionately fond of Henry the
IVth, and Sully, at that time too much
forgotten by the nation. Caunnartin had
been intimate with the beft informed

mcen
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men of the reign of Louis the XIVth
and was acquainted with the moft fecret
anecdotes, fuch as they really happened.
Thefe he took a pleafure to recount,
and Voltaire returned from St. Ange,
occupied by the proje&t of writing an
cpic poem, of which Henry the IVth
fhould be the hero, and ardently de-
firous of ftudying the Hiftory of France.
To this journey are we indebted for the

Henriade, and the age of Louis X1V.

The death of this monarch was re-
cent; the people, of whom he long had
been the idol, the very people who had
pardoned his profufion, his wars, and
his defpotifin, and had applauded his

C3 perfecution
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perfecution of the proteftants, infulted
his memory by teftifying indecent joy.
A bull, obtained from Rome againft a
book of devotion, had cccafioned the
Parifians to forget that glory of which
they fo long had been enamourcd.
Satires on the memory of Louis the
Great were as numerous as eulogies had
been during his life.  Voltaire being
accufed of having written one of thefe
fatires, was fent to the baftile. The

pocm cnded with the following line :
FPai vu ces maux, et je wat pas vingt ans *,

Voltaire was then upwards of two and

twenty, and the police took this confor-

* Thefe evils have I feen, yet have not reach-

ed my twentieth year.
mlty
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mity of age to be proof fufficient to de-

prive him of his liberty.

It was in the baftile that the young
poet fketched his poem of the League,
corrected his tragedy of Oedipus, which
he had begun long before, and wrote
fome merry verfes on the misfortune of
being there a prifoner.  The regent
Duke of Orleans, being informed of
his innocence, reftored him to freedom,

and granted him a recompenfe.

I thank your royal highnefs,” faid
Voltaire, “for having provided me with
food ; but I hope you will not, hereafter,

trouble yourfelf concerning my lodging.”
Cs4 The
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The tragedy of Oedipus was perform-
ed in 1718. The author had hitherto
been known only by his fugitive pieces,
by fome epiftles which breathed the fpirit
of Chaulieu, but written more correétly,
and by an ode which had vainly con-
tended for the prize beftowed by the
French academy; to this a ridiculous
piece written by the Abbé du Jarri had
been preferred. The theme propofed by
the academy was the decoration of the
altar of Notre Dame; for Louis the
XIVth, after having reigned feventy
years, recollected it was time to perform
the promife of Louis the XIIIth. Thus
was the fubjeét of the firft ferious poem,
written by Voltaire, devotion, Pofleffed

of
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of native and unerring tafte, he would
not mingle the paffion of love with a
tale fo horrid as that of Oedipus; and
had been daring cnough to prefent his
picce to the theatre without having paid
this tribute to cuftom. But it was re-
jected. The affembled comedians took
it amifs that the author fhould dare to
difpute their judgment. ¢ The young
man well deferves,” faid Dufrefne, “asa
punifhment for his pride, that his tragedy
fhould be played with the long vile fcene

which he has tranflated from Sophocles.”

Voltaire was obliged to cede, and to
infert a whole epifode of love. The
piece was applauded, though in defpight

of
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of the epifode; and the long vile fcene
from Sophocles infured its fuccefs. La
Motte, who was at that time the firft
among men of letters, faid in his appro-
bation that this tragedy gave promife of
a worthy fucceflor to Corneille and
Racine ; and the homage thus rendered
by a 1:vy!, whofe fame was eftablifhed,
and wio had reafon to fear he might fee
himfe!f furpafled, muft for ever do ho-

nour to the characer of La Motte.

But Voltaire, proclaimed a2 man of
genius and a philofopher to a croud of
ifertor authors and fanaticks of all fects,
even then gained a combination of ene-

mies, whom the rifing gencrations of
fixty
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fixty years have continued to fupply, and
who often have molefted his long and
glorious career. ‘The following cele-
brated lincg——

Nos Prétres ne fant pas ce qu'un vain peuple
penfes

Notre Crédulité fuit toute leur Science ¥

were the firft fignal of a war, which not
even the death of Voltire could extin-

guifh,

At one of the reprefentations of
Oedipus, Voltaire appeared on the ftage,
bearing up the train of the high prieft.
The Marchionefs de Villars afked who

* Our prieits are not what the foolith people
fuppofe ; their whole knowledge is derived from

our credulity,
was
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was that young man who withed the
piece might be condemned; fhe was
told it was the author. This thoughtlefs
act, which fpoke a man fo fuperior to
the trifling anxieties of felf-love, made
the marchionefs defirous of his acquaint-
ance. Voltaire, being admitted her
vifitor, conceived a paffion for her, the
firft, and the moft ferious he ever felt.
He was unfuccefsful ; and was for a con-
fiderable time diverted from ftudy, which
had already become neceflary to his ex-
iftence. He never, afterwards, men-
tioned this fubje@t but with a fenfation

of regret, and almoft of remorfe.

Having
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Having freed himfelf from his paf-
fion, he continued the Henriade ; and
wrote the tragedy of Artémire. An
aérefs, whom he had formed, and who
was at once his miftrefs and his pupil,
played the principal charaéter. The
public, who had done juftice to Oedipus,
was (to fay the leaft) fevere to Arté-
mire. This is a common confequence
of fuccefs; nor is fecret averfion for ac-
knowledged fuperiority the only caufe,
though this averfion has the art to profit
by a natural feeling which renders us
more difficult to be pleafed in propor-

tion as we have more to hope.

This
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This tragedy was of no other value to
Voltaire than that of obtaining permif-
fron for him to 1etuin to Paris, whence
he had ‘been banifthed by his intimacy
with the encmies of the regent, and
among others with the Duke de Riche-
ficu and the famous Baron de Gortz,
Thus did -this ambitious man, whofe
vaft projeéts included all Europe, and
threatencd to overturn its governments,
chufe a young poet for his friend and
almoft for'his confident. Men of genius
feck for, and at once know each other;
they have a common language, which

they alone can fpeak and underftand.

In
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In 1722, Voltaire accompanied Ma-
dame de Rupelmonde into Holland.
He was defircus, at Bruflels, of being
acquainted with Rouflcau, whofc mas-
fortunes he pitied, and whofe poetic
talent he efteemed. The love of his
art was too powerful for that juft cgn-
tempt which he oughttohave conceived
for the chara&er of Roufleau. Volaire
confulted him on his Poem .on the
League ; and read his Tpiftle to Urania
to him, written for Madame de Ru-
pelmonde. This peem was the rft
monument of his freedom -of ‘thinking,
and of his talent .of treating on -marel
and metaphyfical fubjeés in worfe, and
of rendering them popular.

Roufleau,
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Rouffeau, on his part, read an Odc
addreffed to Pofterity, which Vultaire,
as it is pretended, then told him would
never arrive at the place to which i1t
was addreffed. He likewife read the
Judgmentof Pluto, which was as quickly
foggotten as the ode. The two poets
parted irreconcileable foes. Roufieau
violently attacked Voltaire, who conti-
nued patiently to fuffer during fiftcen
years. It is aftonifhing to think that
the author of fo many licentious epi-
grams, in which the clergy were continu-
ally made the fubject of ridicule and
opprobium, fhould ferioufly affign the
thoughtlefs behaviour of Voltaire during

mafsand his Epiftle to Urania as the caufe
of
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of his hatred. But Rouffeauhad affumed
the mafk of devotion, which was thénan
honourable afylum for fuch as had fuf-
fered in the world’s opinion: a fafe and
commodious afylum which philofophy,
among the other evils of which it is ac-
culed, has unfortunately, for hypocrites,

cternally clofed.

In 1724, Voltaire prefentéd the world
with Mariamne, which was but Artémire
under new names, but with a lefs com-
plicated and lefs romantic fable. It was
written in the very ftyle of Racine, and
was forty times performed. In his pre-
face, the author oppofed the opinion of
La Motte who, poffefled of much un-

Vor. L. D derftanding
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derftanding and reafon, but little fenfible
of the charms of harmony, difcovered
no other merit in verfification than that
of difficulties overcome ; nor any thing
more than a formal cuftom, in poetry,
invented to eafe the memory, and to
which habit alone had attributed charms.
In his letters, printed at the end of
Oedipus, he had before combatted the
opinions of the fame poet, who regard-
ed the obfervance of the three Unities

as another prejudice.

We ought to think ourfelves obliged
to thofe who, like La Motte, dare to
oppofe common and received opinions.
In order to defend ancient rules, they

muft
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muft neceffarily be examined; and if
received opinions, on examination, be
found true, we enjoy the advantage of
believing that from rcafon to which we
had previoufly given our affent from ha-
bit; if falfe, the world is then freed

from an error.

It-is no uncommon thing, however,
for men to be angry at thofe \.vho oblige
them to fcrutinize what had been ad-
mitted upon truft. The minds, which,
like that of Montaigne, quietly flumber
on the pillow of fcepticifm, are not
common ; and ftill lefs common are
thofe who are tormented by the defire of
difcovering truth. The vulgar love to

D=2 believe
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believe without proof; and to cherith
their fecurity in blind faith, as a thing

neceflary to their eafe and fafety.

About the fame time, the Henriade
appeared under the name of the Leaguc:
an imperfe&t copy, ftole from the au-
thor, was clandeftinely printed, in which
there were not only parts omitted, but

fome vacancies were fupplied.

Thus France was at length poffeffed
of an Epic Poem. It muft be regret-
ted, no doubt, that Voltaire, the fables
of whofe tragedies are fo full of action,
who has made the paffions fpeak a lan-
guage fo natural and fo true, and who

could
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could paint them fo effectually as well
by analizing their fentiments as by their
fudden ebullitions, fhould not have dif-
played in the Henriade thofe talents
which never before were combined in
the fame man to fo greata degree. Yet,
a fubje&t fo well known and fo recent
gave but little room for the imagination
of the poet. The gloomy and perfe-
cuting {pirit of fanaticifm, exercifing it-
felf on (ubaltern chara&ers, could excite
little more than horror. The chiefs of
the league were animated by an ambi-
tion which hypocrify debafed. The
hero of the poem, gallant, brave, and
humane, but continually fubject to mis-
fortune which alighted on him alone,

D j3 could
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could intereft only by his courage and
his clemency. Nor was it poffible that
the unnatural converfion of Henry the
IVth fhould form an heroic cata-

ftrophe.

But though the Henriade in pathos,
variety, and aftion, be inferior to thofe
epic poems which were then in poffef-
fion of univerfal admiration, yet by how
many new beauties was this inferiority
compenfated? Never was philofophy,
fo profound and fo true, embellithed by
verfes more fublime or more affecting,.
What other poem prefents to us cha-
racters drawn with greater ftrength and
digniry, and without offence to hiftori-

cal
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cal fa& ? What other contains morality
more pure, humanity more enlightened,
or is more free from the errors of preju-
dice and vulgar paffion? Whether the
poet caufes his characters to aét orfpeak,
whether he paints the crimes of fanati-
cifm, or the charms and the dangers of
love, whether he tranfports his hearer to
the ficld of battle, or into that heaven
which he himfelf created, he is every
where a philcfopher, and is every where
deeply intent on promoting the true in-
terefts of the human race. In the very
palace of fition, we behold truth fub-
limely rife, and always painted in the
moft fplendid and pureft colours.

D 4 Oof
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Of all epic poems, the Henriade alone
has a moral purport; not that it can be
faid to be the devellopement of one fin-
gle truth, which is a pedantic idea and
to which a poet cannot fubje& himfelf,
but becaufe it breathes throughout a
deteftation of war and fanaticifm, and
a fpirit of toleration and humanity.
Each poem neceffarily wears the com-
plexion of the age in which it took
birth; and the birth of the Henriade
was in the age of reafon. Hence, the
greater the progrefs of reafon among
mankind the greater will be their ad-

miration of this poem,

The
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The Henriade may be compared to
the Zneid: both bear the ftamp of ge-
nius in whatever depended on the poet,
and the defects of both are in the choice
of the fubje@, which was mutually dic-
tated by a national fpirit.  Virgil, how-
cver, intended only to flatter Roman
pride; but Voltaire had the more noble
motive of preferving the French from
fanaticifm, by a recapitulation of the
crimes into which their anceftors had

been hurried.

The Henriade, Oedipus, and Ma-
riamne had placed Voltaire much above
his cotemporaries; and feemed to fecure
a life of fame, when his repofe was

troubled
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troubled by a fatal accident. He had
returned a fatirical anfwer to fome con-
temptuous words which had been fpoken
by a courticr, who revenged himfelf by
caufing Voltaire to be infulted by his
fervants without endangering his per-
fonal fafety. The outrage was com-
mitted at the gate of the Hotel de Sully,
where he had dined; nor did the Duke
de Sully deign to thew any refentment;
being, no doubt, perfuaded that the
defcendants of the Franks had preferved
the right of life and death over the
Gauls. Juftice remained mute ; the
parliament of Paris, which had caufed
far lefe mifdemeanours to be punifhed
when committed againft one of its own

fubalterns,
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fubalterns, imagined nothing was due to
an undignified citizen, although the
greateft man of literature the nation pof-

fefled, and kept filence.

Voltaire was defirous of taking thofe
means to revenge offended honour which
the manners of modern nations have au-
thorifed, but which their laws have pro-
{cribed. The Baftile, and, at the end
of fix months, an order to quit Paris
were the punithment of his firft ftep.
The Cardinal de Fleury had not fo much
policy as even to denote the flighteft
mark of diffatisfaion againft the ag-
greflor. Thus when men are unpro-
tected by the laws they are punifhed by

arbitrary
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arbitrary power for feeking that re-
venge, which the want of proteétion
renders legal, and which is prefcribed as
neceflary to the principles of honour.
We venture to believe that the rights of
man will be more refpeted in our times,
that the laws will not remain impotent
from any ridiculous prejudice of birth,
and that when any quarrel fhall happen
between two citizens no minifter will
deprive him who received the firft of-

fence of his freedom.

Voltaire made a fecret journey to
Paris, but to no effe@®. He there met
with more than onc adverfary, who

difpofed at pleafure of judicial power

and
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and minifterial authority, and who could
fafely effect his ruin. He buried him-
felf in retirement, and difdained longer
to feek revenge; or, rather, revenged
himfelf by overwhelming his enemy
with the weight of his increafing fame,
and fercing him to hear the name which
he wifhed to degrade inceffantly repeat-
ed with acclamation throughout all

Furope.

England was his place of refuge.
Newton was no more; but his {pirit was
infufed into his countrymen, whom he
had taught to truft to experiment, and
calculation only in the ftudy of nature.
Locke, whofe death was likewife recent,

had
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had been the firft to give the theory of
the human underftanding founded on
experience, and to fthew the path which
may fafely be followed in metaphyfical
purfuits. The philofophy of Shaftefbury,
commented on by Bolingbroke, and em-
bellifhed by the verfication of Pope, had
given birth in England to that deifm
which announced morality, founded on
motives fuch as might affet grear

minds without offence to reafon.

In France, mean time, the men of
moft underftanding were labouring to
fubftitute in our fchools the hypothefis
of Des Cartes, for the abfurdities of fcho-
laftick philofophy. Any thefis, in which

* either
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cither the fyftem of Copernicus or that
of the Vortices was maintained, was a
victory over prejudice. Innate ideas,
in the eyes of the devout, were become
alimoft an article of faith; though they
had at firft been fuppofed heretical.
Malebranche, whom men imagined they
underftood, was the philofopher in fa-
thion. Hc was fuppofed a free-thinker,
who allowed himfelf to regard the ex-
iftence of the five propofitions, in the
unintelligible Book of Janfenius, as a
thing in which the happinefs of the hu-
man race was not concerned, or who
had the temerity to read Bayle without

the permiffion of a door in divinity.

This
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This contraft could not but excite the
enthufiafi of a man, who, like Voltaire,
had from his infancy fhaken off preju-
dice. The example of England fhewed
him that truth was not formed to remain
in fecret among a few philofophers, and
men of the world, the pupils of thefe
philofephers; who laughed with them at
thofe errors of which the people arc the
victims, but became themfelves the
defenders of error, when their office or
their rank made it their intereft, fuppofed
or real, and were ready to profcribe or
even to perfecute their preceptors thould
they venture to fpeak what they them-
felves privately believed.

From
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From this moment, Voltaire felt him-
[elf called to be the deftroyer of preju-
dice of every kind, of which his coun-
try was the flave. He felt the poffibility
of fuccceding by a happy mixture of
boldnefs and pliability, by knowing when
to rccede and when to advance, by art-
fully and alternately employing reafon,
ridicule, the charms of poetry, and thea-
trical effe®t, and by fimplifying truth
fo as to render it popular, amiable, and
fathionable, without offence to frivolity.
This good proje&, of rendering himfelf,
by the force of his own genius, the bene-
factor of a whole nation, whence he
meant to banifh error, fired the mind of
Voltaire, and infpired him with forti-

Vor. 1. E tude.
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tude. He fwore to this to confecrate

his life; and he kept his vow.

The tragedy of Brutus was the firft
fruits of his journey to England.

The French theatre had not, fince
Cinna, breathed the haughty accents of
freedom; and they had, there, been
fmothered by thofe of revenge. In Bru-
tus, the ftrength of Corneille was dif-
covered with additional pomp and
fplendor, combined with that fimplicity
which Corneille wanted, and the uni-
form elegance of Racine. Never were
the rights of an oppreffed people dif-

plaved
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played with greater power, eloquence,
and even precifion, than in the fecond
fcene of Brutus. The fifth a& is equally
remarkable for its pathos. The poet
has been reproached for having made
love a part of a fubje@ fo awful and
terrible, and particularly love, which is
deficient in intereft ; but, had the motive
of Titus been any other than love, he
would have been debafed, the feverity
of Brutus would not then have rent the
hearts of the fpetators; and, had love
been rendered too pathetic, it would
have been to be feared that love would
have deftroyed the caufe of liberty. It
was after this piece had been atted that
Fontenelle told Voltaire ¢« He did not

12 think
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think his genius proper for tragedy, and
that his ftyle was too bold, pompous, and
fplendid.” =< If fo,” replied Voltaire,

¢« ] will go and read your paftorals.”

He fuppofed, at this time, he might
afpire to a place in the French academy;
and he might well have been thought
modeft to have waited fo long. But he
had not fo much as the honour of divid-
ing the votes of the academicians. The
fat De Bofe pronounced in a dictatorial
tone, that Voltaire thould never be onc

of their dignified members.

This De Bofe, whofe name is now

forgotten, was one of thefe men, who,

1 with



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. §3

with little mind, and not too much
knowledge, obtain admiffion among
men of rank and power, and fucceed
precifely becaufe they neither have the
wit to infpirc fear, nor to humble the
felf-love of thofe who feek the reputas
tion of patronifing men of letters. De
Bofe was become a perfon of import-
ance. He exercifed the office of in-
{pector of new publications ;. which is
an ufurpation on the part of the magi-
ftratc, over men of letters, to whom the
avidity of the rich and the powerful
have left no employments but thofe
whofc execution requires the exertion

of knowledge and talents.

E 3 After
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After Brutus, Voltaire wrote the death
of Cefar; a fubje&t which had pre-
vioufly been chofen by Shakipere,
forne fcenes of whom he imitated and
embellithed. The tragedy was not
played till feveral years had elapfed,
and then in a college; he durft not rifk
a piece on the ftage, deftitute of love
and of women, and which was likewile
a tragedy in three ats: for it is not
«the moft trifling innovations which ex-
cite the leaft clamour among the
enemies of novelty; little things ne-
ceffarily imprefs themfelves on little
minds. Still, however, a bold, noble,
and figurative, yet natural, ftyle, fenti-

ments worthy of the conqueror of the
freeft
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freeft people on earth, and that force
and grandeur of charafer, and deep
thought which pervade the language of
thefe laft Romans, could not but be
felt by fpectators capable of difcovering
fuch merit, and men whofe hearts and
minds were related to thefe great per-
fonages, as well as by thofe who might
iove hiftory, and fuch young minds as
in the courfe of education -had lately
been occupied by fimilar objets.

Hiftorical tragedies, fuch as Cinna,
the death of Pompey, Brutus, Rome
Preferved, and the T riumvirate, of Vol-
taire, cannot be equally interefting with
the Cid, Iphigene, Zaire, or Merope.

E4 The
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The mild and tender paffions cannot
difplay themfelves in conformity with
hiftorical fa&; incidents cannot be fo
feleéted and difpofed as to produce thea-
trical effe® with equal fuccefs; the
poet has not the fame power over the
charaters; the general intereft, which
is‘that of a people, or of a ftate rather
than of an individual, is rendered lefs
forcible, Lecaufe it is dependent on fen-

timents lefs energetic.

But, far from ftigmatifing this fpecics
of writing, as the coldeft and moft un-
favourable to dramatic genius, it ought
to be encouraged; becaufe it opens a

vaft field for the poet, in which he may
unfold



“THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. LY

unfcid all the fublime truths of politics;
becaufe it diplays grand hiftorieal pic-
tures; and becaule, by thefe means, the
foul may moft effc€tually be formed
and elevated. We, doubtlefs, ought to
place thefe among the firft of poems
which, like Muhomet and Alzire, are at
once extenfive, and abounding with
pathos and terror. But thefe are un-
common fubjeéts, and require the exer-
tion of talents, which no poet but Vol-

taire has hitherto poffcfled.

The Death of Czfar was not allowed
to be printed: the republican fentiments
it contained were attributed as crimes to
the author. This was a ridiculous impu-

tation ;
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ation; esch chara@er fpoke his own
Janguage ; and Brutus was not more the
hero than Cafar; the poet, treating an
hiftorical fubje®, drew his portraits after
hiftory, with ftri®t impartiality. But,
under the government of the Cardinal
de Fleury, which was at once tyrannical
and pufillanimous, the language of flavery

alone could appear to be innocent.

Who could, at prefent, fuppofe that
the eulogy on the death of Mademoifelle
le Couvreur could have been made a
fubje of ferious perfecution, and have
obliged Voltaire to quit the metropolis,
where he knew that abfence would for-

tunately
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tunately caufé all things to be forgotten,
and even the frenzy of perfecution ?

The theatre is truly a ufeful inftitu-
tion, at which even indolent and frivo-
lous youth preferve fomething of the
habit of feeling and of thinking, while
moral ideas are not totally loft to their
minds, and the pleafures of the imagina-
tion are ftill felt to exift. The, fenfations
which the reprefentation of a tragedy
excite purify the foul, and raife it from
that apathy and egotifm which are the
maladies to which the diffipated are, in
the nature of things, condemned. Such
exhibitions form a kind of conneion
between the two claffes of men who do,

and
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could not pardon him for having pro-

claimed their unworthy cowardice.

Voltaire felt that fome great theatii-
cal fuccefs could alone fecure him the
hearts of the public, and fhield him from
the attacks of fanaticifm. In a country
in which no popular power exifts, each
clafs has fome point at which to
railly and forms itfelf into a fpecies of
power. A dramatic author is under the
proteétion of thofe focieties who refort
to the theatre for amufement. The
public, by applauding allufions, flatter
or offend the vanity of men in office,
difcourage -6r re-animate their oppo-

nents, and cannot for this reafon be openly
defied
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defied. Voltaire, therefore, prefented
his Euriphile, which did not effet his
purpofe ; but, far from being difcou-
raged by want of fuccefs, and delighted
with the fubje@ of Zaire, he finithed
thattragedy in eighteen days, and it made
its appearance on the ftage four months

after Furiphile.

Its fuccefs furpafled his hopes. This
was the firft piece in which, forfaking
the tra® of Corneille and Racine, he
difcovered art, ftyle, and talents entirely
his own. Never did love more true or
more impaflioned draw tears more
fweet; never did poet before fo depict
the fury of jealoufy in a mind fo fimple,

i fo
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fo affe&ionate, and fo gencrous. We
love Orofmanes at the very moment he
makes us fhudder. He fucrifices Zaire,
the affeCting, the lovely, the virtuous
Zaire, yet we cannot hate him. And
even, were it poffible to forger Orof-
manes and Zaire, how awiul is irreligion
in the perfon of the aged Lufignan?
How ncble is the fpirit of fanatici{m,
which the repreaches of Nareftam
breathe ? With what art has the poet
painted the Chriftians whofc interference
difturb fo fweet a union, a fecling and
pious woman who has facrificed her life
and her love to her God, while the man
who believes not in Chriftianity weeps
for Zaire, whofe mind is diftracted by

filial
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filial affettion, and who is the willing
victim of a fuperftitious prejudice
which forbids her to love a man of a
differentfet. This is the mafter-piecc
of art. Whoever does not believe in
the Old Teftament, difcovers in Atha-
lia nothing but the {chool of bigotry,
falfehood, and murder ; but to all
{e@s, and in all countries, Zaire is the
tragedy of the feeling and the innocent

heart.

- This tragedy was followed by that
of Adelaide de Guefclin, which had
likewife love for its fubje, and in
which, as in Zaire, French heroes and
French hiftory were recited in beauti-

Vor. I. I ' ful
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ful poetry, fo as to increafe the inter-
eft. But it was the patriotifin of a ci-
tizen who delighted in the recolleétion
of refpeted names and great cvents,
and not the patriofifm of the anti-cham-
ber which has fince been f{o applauded

on the French theatre.

Adeclaide failed of fuccefs. A wi,
when Mariamne was acting, prevented
it being heard to the end by calling
from the pit, The queen drinks. Ano-
ther occafioned Adelaide to be con-
demned by anfwering Couffi, confi*, to
the.noble .and. affe@ting queftion of
Vendome,. Es su content Couci ?

# So, fo.  + Art thou farisfied, Couci?
- This
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This fame piece was again acted un-
der the title of the Duke de Foix, after
having been corretted, not in conform-
ity to the judgment of the author but
of his critics, and was more fuccefsful.
But when, long after, the philofopher’s
three blows of the hammer.had un-
knowingly taught the audience not to
hifs when the canon was fired* in Ade-
laide, ata time when the play was again
acted in defpight of Voltaire, who had
lefs recollettion of the beauties of his
piece than of the wounds which criti«

* The textis, Lorfque les trois coups de martean ds
philofophe, fans le favoir, eurent appris gi'on ne fiffierait
plus le coup de canon & Adelaide, &5, The tranflator
imagines there is an allufion here to fome (perhaps
well known) paffage or incident, of which he thinks

it his duty ingenuoufly to confefs his ignorance.
' Fa cifm
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cifm had infli¢ted, it met with the moft
unbounded applaufe. The character of
Vendome, as amorous as that of Orof-
manes, was then fclt in all its force.
The one, jealous in confequence of an
imperious temper, the other, from an
excefs of love; the firft, tyrannical
from native impetuofity and pride,
and the fecond, from the unfoirtunate
habits attending on defpotic power.
"Fender and difinterefted in his affec-
tion, Orofmanes renders himfelf guilty
during that momentary frenzy into
which he is hurried by excufable crror,
and punifhes by facrifing himfclf. Ven-
dome, more perfonal and rather the
flave of his paffion than of his miftref(s,

protects
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protedts his crime with a more tranquil
fury, but expiates it by his remorfe and
the facrifice of his love. The one ex-
“hibits thofe excefes and fufferings into
‘which the violence of defpair plunges
the generous foul ; and the other, the
power of repentant virtue over the
ftrong mind, which had previoufly

abandoned itfelf to paffion,

It is faid that the fuccefs of Adelaide
was injured by the Temple of Tafte, in
which charming work Voltaire had
pafled fentence on the writers of the
paft age, and even on fome of his co-
temporaries. Time has confirmed all
his decifions, which each then appeared

| O facri-
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‘facrilegious. Inobferving fuch literary
intolerance, the neceflity, under which
every writer labours who wifhes to live
in peace, of refpecting opinions already
formed of the merit of an orator or a
poet, and the fury with which the pub-
lic purfues thofe who dare even on the
moft indifferent fubjeéts to think dif-
ferently from themfelves, we thould be
tempted to imagine that man is intole-
rant by Nature. Wit, reafon, and
genius cannot always guard us againft
this misfortune, There are few men
who have not fome fecret idols, the
worfhip of which they cannot calmly
{ee deftroyed,

Pride
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Pride and envy is frequently the
origin of this fenfation. The writer
who, ¢riticifing thofe whom we admire,
aflumes an air of {uperiority over them
and confequently over ourfelves, we
regard as onc that affe@s an offenfive
pre-eminence. We fear, while pulling
down the ftatuc of the man who is'no
more, he means to {ubftitute that of a
living favourite, whofe fame fails not
to afflict mediocrity. But when ftrong
minds yield to this kind of intolerance;,
this temporary and excufable weaknefs,
the offspring of indolence and habir,
they foon again cede to the force ‘of
truth, and are neither guilty of injuf-
tice nor perfecution.

I' 4 Voltaire
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Voltaire had, in his retirement, con-
ceived the happy plan of bringing his
nation acquainted with the philofophy,
the literature, the opinions, and the
fets of England ; to cffe¢t which, he
wrote his Letters on the Englith Na-
tion. Newton whofe philofophic opi-
nions, whofc {yftem of the earth, and
whofe optical experiments were.{carce-
ly known .in France; Locke whofe
Effay on the Human Underftanding;
rranflated into French, had only been
read by a few philofophers ; Bacon the
extent of whofe fame was that he had
been lord chancelor ; Shakfpere whofe
genius and grofs errors form a pheeno-
menon jn the hiftory of literature

Congreve,
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Congreve, Wicherly, Addifon, and
Pope whofe names were almoft unknown
cven by our men of letters; the bigot-
ted Quakers who, without being per-
fecutors, were fanaticks in their devo-
tion, yet the moft rational of Chrifti-
ans in their creed and in their morals,
ridiculous in the eyes of the world, for
having carried two virtues to excefs;
the love of peace and the love of equal-
ity ; the other {ects by which England
was divided ; the influence which a
general fpirit of freedom had there
obtained over literature, philofophy,
arts, opinions, and manners; and the
practice of inoculation which had been
examined without prejudice and met

with
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with few impediments, notwithftanding
the fingularity and the innovation of
the pratice : fuch were the principal

fubjeéts of his work.

Fontenelle was the firft who made
reafon and philofophy {peak an agree-
able and inviting language: he had
the art to mingle reflexions, fage, de-
licate, and frequently profound, with
the fciences. In the Letters of Vol-
taire we difcover the merit of Fonte-
nelle, with more tafte, fimplicity, bold-
pefs, and gaiety. No rooted attach-
ment to the errors of Des Cartes inter-
fered, to fpread a fhade over, and to
disfigure, truth. He poffefled the lo-

gic
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gic and pleafantry of the Lettres Pro-
winciales * , but exercifed them on great-
er fubje@s; nor were they injured by

a varnith of monkifh devotion.

This work was the ra of a revolu-
tion in France; it gave rifc to a tafte
for philofophy, and Englifh literature;
it interefted us in the manners, policy,
and commercial knowledge of that na-
tion ; and it brought us acquainted
with the Enghifh language. A puerile
partiality afterward took place of for-
mer indifference; and, by a remarkable
fingularity, Voltaire hatl the glory of
combating it, and of diminithing its

* By Pafcal.
influence.
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influence. He had taught us to feel
the merit of Shakfpere, and to regard
his works as a mine, whence treafures
might be dug by our poets ; and, when
a ridiculous enthufiafm prefented this
eloquent, but wild and capricious poct,
as a model to a nation poffeflfed of Ra-
cine and Voltaire, and wifhed us to
confider his canvafs, overcharged with
abfurdity.and grofs caricature, as the
energetic and true pictures of nature,
Voltaire defended the caufe of tafte
and reafon. He had firft exclaimed
againft. the too great timidity of our
theatre, and was afterward obliged to
exclaim againft our inclination to imi-

tate
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tate the licentious barbarity of the

Fnglifh ftage.

The publication of thefe letters ex-
cited perfecution, the bitternefs of
which, to read them at prefent, could
fcarcely be conceived : but innate ideas
were oppofed in them, and our doctors
of that day believed, if there were no
innate ideas, there would be no fuffici-
ently marked charaéters to diftinguith
between the fouls of men and of brutes.
Befide, it was there maintained, after
Locke, that there was no ftri&t proof
that God had not the power, if he had
the will, to impart to matter the fa-
culty of thinking. This was to infringe

on
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on the privilege of the divines, who
pretended to know accurately and ex-
attly, they and they alone, all that God
has thought, and all that he could do,
or has done, fince, and even before,

the beginning of the world.

In fine, Voltaire criticifed fome paf-
fages of the Thoughts of Pafcal : a work
which the Jefuits, in their own defpite,
were obliged to refpet as much as the
works of St. Auguftin. It gave fcan-
dalous offence to fec a poet, nay more
a layman, dare to fit in judgment on
Pafcal. It appeared to be an attack on
the only defender of the Chriftian re-
ligion, who, among the fafhionable

world,
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world had the reputation of being a great
man. It was to attack religion itfelf :
and how much would the proofs of re-
ligion be weakened, fhould the mathe-
matician, Pafcal, who had openly de-
voted himfelf to its defence, be con-

vi¢ted of having often reafoned ill.

The clergy demanded that the Let-
ters on the Englifh Nation thould be
fupprefled ; and they were fo, by an
arret of council. Thefe arrets were
given, without examination, as a kind
of retribution, for the fubfidy which
government obtained from the afltm-
blies of the clergy; and as a reward
for the facility with which they were

granted.
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granted. Minifters forgot that the in-
tereft of the fecular power was not to
fupport, but to fuffer the progrefs of
reafon to deftroy, that empire of the
priefthood which has been fo long and
fo barbaroufly abufed; and thar it is
not good policy to purchafe peace of an

enemy, by facrificing our defenders.

The parhiamient burnt the book, ac-
cording to a cuftom formerly invented
by Tiberius, and rendered ridiculous
fince the invention of printing. But
there are certain people for whom the
expericence of three ages are neceffary,
before they can begin to perceive ab-

furdity.
So
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So much perfecution,- exercifed it
the very time when the miracles of the
Abbé Patis and thofe of Father Giratd
were acting, loaded the two perfecuting
parties with ridicule and opprobrivm:
It was natural that they fhould uhite,
againft a man who daringly preached
reafon; and they went fo far as to or-
der informarions to be iffued againft
the author of the Lerters. The keeper
of the feals banithed Voltaire, who, be-
ing at that time abfent, received early
information, and avoided the people
fent to condué him to the place of his
exile ; rather choofing to comibat at a
diftance, and where he could be in
{afety. His friends proved that he had

Vor. I. G not
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not forfeited his promife, not to publith
his Letters in France; and that they had
made their appearance from the treach-
ery of a book-binder. Fortunately,
the keeper of the feals had more zeal
for his authority than for religion, and
was much more of a minifter than of a
devotee. The ftorm was hufhed, and
Voltaire had permiffion to return to

Paris.

This calm was but of momentary
duration. The epiftlc to Urania,
which, till then, had been kept in fe-
;:rct, was printed ; and Voluaire, to ef-
cape a new perfecution, was obliged

to difavow and attribute it to the Abbé
de
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de Chaulieu, who had been dead fe-
veral years. The imputation did the
abbé honour as a poet, without in-.

juring his fame as a Chriftian.

The neceffity of falfehood, in difa-
vowing a work, is an a& of extremity,
alike repugnant to confcience and to
dignity of character; but the crime is
in the injuftice of thofe men who ren-
Jder fuch a difavowal neceffary for the
{afety of the author. If that which is
in itfelf innocent be made a crime, if
abfurd or arbitrary laws have infringed
on the natural right, which all men
poflefs, of not only having but publifh-
ing their opinions, we then defervedly

G2 lofe
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Iofe the other right of always hearing
the truth, which is folely founded on
. freedoth. We are forbidden to de-
ceive, becaufe to deceive any man is to
commit an injury on him, or to expofe
him to commit one himfelf. But in-
juary fuppofes a right ; and no one has
the right to feek for and fecure to

himfelf the means of doing injuftice.

We do net difculpate Voltaire, for
having attributed his work to the Abbé
de Chaulieu, but fuch an imputation
is in itfelf indifferent, and a mere act
of pledfantry; it is affording an excufe
to people in power who are difpofed to
be irdulgent without daring to confefs

1 them-
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themfelves {o, by the aid of which they
may repel fuch perfecutors as are over

ferious in their zeal.

The indifcretion with which fome of
the friends of Voltaire repeated frag-
ments from his Maid of Orleans was
the caufe of a new perfecution. The
keeper of the feals threatened to con-
fine the poct in the worft and deepeft
of dungeons, if any part of the poem
made its appearance. Remembering
the long fpace of time during which
fuch {ubaltern tyrants, inflated by mo-
momentary power, have dared to hold
fimilar language to men who have
been the glory of their country and

G3 their
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their age, the fenfations of contempt
rife in us and fmother thofe of indig-
nation. The oppreflor and the op-
prefled are now both in the grave;
but the name of the opprefled will be
borne, on the wings of fame, to future
ages, and fingly preferved from oblivi-
on; while eternal fthame will purfue
the memory of his cowardly perfe-

cutors.

It was in thefe tempeftuous times
that the lieutenant of the police, He-
rault, one day faid to Voltaire :=——
¢ Write what you will, you never can

overturn the Chriftian religion.”’~——
({3 We
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¢ We fhall fee that,”——replied the

poet*.

At a time when there was much
converfation concerning a man who
had been arrefted by a fuppofed forged
lettre de cachet, Voltaire afked the fame
magiftrate what punifhment would be
inflicted on thofe who fhould fabricate
falfe lettres de cachet.—¢¢ They will be
hanged.”—¢¢ That will be but doing
right : let us hope the time will come
when thofe who fign the true will be

ferved in the fame way.”

* Sce, in the general correfpondence of D’ Alem-
bert, the letter of the 20:h of June, 17(0.

G4 Wearied
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Wearied by fo much perfecution,
Voltaire thought it neceffary to change
his mode of life, to effet which for-
tune fecured him the means. Ancient
philefophers have vaunted of poverty
as the fafe-gaurd of independence :
Voltaire, that he might be independ-
ent, withed to become rich; and he
was equally to be commended. The
ancients were unacquainted with that
fecret wealth which may at once be
difperfed and fecured, in various
countries, beyond the reach of power.
Confifcation and its abufes amongft
them rendered wealth as dangerous as
fame, or popular favour. The extent
of the Roman empire, and the fmall-

nefs
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nefs of the Grecian republics, alike
prevented men from the concealment
of their riches, or their perfons. The
difference of manners among neigh-
bouring nations, the almoft general
ignorance of foreign languages, and a
lefs degree of intercourfe throughout
the world, were then fo many impedi-

ments ta a change of country.

The ancients likewife knew lefs of
the conveniencies of life, which among
us are become neceffary to all who are
not born in poverty. Their climate
fubjetted them to lefs numerous real
wants; and the wealthy were more ad-
dited to magnificence, refinement in

debauchery,
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debauchery, excefs, and caprice, than
to habitual and daily convenience.
Thus, as it was more eafy for them to
be poor, and more difficult to be rich
without danger, riches were not among
them, as among us, the means of efcap-

ing from unjuft oppreffion.

Let us not blame a philofopher for
having, in order to fecure his indepen-
dence, preferred fuch refources as the
manners of his age fupplied to thofe
which belong to other manners and to
other times.

. The fortune which defcended to

Yoltaire from his father and his bro-
ther
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ther was ample, and had been increafed
by the London edition of the Henri-
ade, and fortunate fpeculations in the
public funds. Thus, to the advantage
of poffefling wealth, which afcertained
independence, he added that of being
indebted for it to himfelf. The ufe
he made of riches might prevail on
envy itfelf to pardon him their acquire-

ment,

Much of his wealth was expended
in aiding men of letters, and in en-
couraging fuch youth as he thought
difcovered the feeds of genius. This,
in particular, ‘was the application he
made of the trifling profits he derived

from



02 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.,

from his works and his theatrical pro-
dudions, when he did not make a free
gift of the latter to the comedians.
Yet never was author more cruelly ac-
cufed of injuries done to his bookfel-
Iers; but the whole fwarm of literary
infe@ts were at their command, and
were themfelves anxious to decry the
condu@ of a man whofe works they
were confcious they could not bring
into difrepute. The pride of medio-
crity, the vanity of men, even of merit,
wounded by a too inconteftible fupe-
riority, the bufy world ever anxious to
degrade knowiédge and talents which
are the objelts of their fecret envy,
and fanaticks who were interefted to

calum-
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calumniate Voltaire, that they might
have the lefs to fear, all confpired to
increafe the detraction of bookfellers
and hyper-critics. But proofs of the
falfhood of thefe imputations, as wel
as the favours heaped by Voltaire on
fome of his detrattors, ftill fubfift;
nor can we remember thefe proofs
withcut a figh, at the misfortune of
genius thus condemned to fuffer, and
at that fhameful facility men have to
credit whatever can relieve them from
the neceffity of admiring. Such fighs

are the melancholy retribution of fame.

Having no more need, for the fecu-
rity of his fortune, to court patronage,
folicit
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folicit places, or to trafic with book-
fellers, Voltaire renounced all refidence
at the capital. Previous to the admi-
niftration of Cardinal de Fleury, and
his journey to England, his intercourfe
had been among people of the firft
fathion. Princes and nobles, thofe
who were at the head of affairs, peo-
ple of fathion and women moft in
vogue, were courted by him and were
equally defirous of his company. He
was every where received with pleafure
and welcome, but he every where in-
fpired envy and fear. Superior, in
genius, he was even more fo, in the
wit of convcrfa%‘on, into which he in-
fufed whatever can render frivolity

amiable,
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amiable, and at the fame time inter-
fperfed traits of a more elevated nature.
Born with the talent of humour, his
repartees were often repeated ; nor was
there any want of an application of the
word malignant to what was no more
than the decifion of the underftanding,

rendered acute by native wit.

On his return from England, he felt
that in fociety, where men aflfemble
trom motives of vanity and felf-love,
he fhould meet but with few friends.
He therefore, though he did not quar-
rel with fuch focieties, frequented them
lefs. The tafte he had acquired for
magnificence, grandeur, and whatever

13
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i3 watommon and {plendid had become
habitual, and he preferved it even in
retirement. By this tafte his works
were pften embellithed, and it occa-
fionally influenced his judgment. On
his return to his country, he confined
himfelf to live familiarly with only a
few friends. He had loft M. de Gé-
nonville and M. de Maifons, whofe
death he lamented in fuch affefting
verfe, which remains a monument of
that true and deep fenfibility which
nature had beftowed, and genius dif-
feminated through his works, and
which was ﬂ“’ fortunate origin of his
ardent zeal for the happine‘fs of man-
kind, which was the fublime and con-

tinued
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tinued paffion of his old age. He ftill
pofleffed M. d’Argental, who, during
his long life, preferved fenfations of
affection and admiration for Voltaire,
and who was rewarded by his friend-
thip and his confidence. Madame
Forment and Madame Cideville were
likewife his friends, and the confidants

of his works and his projects.

But about the time when he {uffered
fuch various perfecution, friendthip,
ftill more tender, afforded him confo-
lation and increafed his love of retire-
ment. The Marchionefs du Chatelet
was, like l}im, paffionately enamoured
of ftudy and fame, as well as of philo-

Vor. L. H fophy ;
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fophy ; but it was of that kind of phi-
lofophy which fprings up in the ftrong
and free mind. She had ftudied meta-
phyficks and geometry fufficiently to
ahalize Leibnitz, and tranflate Newton.
She cultivated the arts; but not un-
diftinguithingly, nor fo as to prefer
them to the knowledge of nature and
man. Superior to prejudice, as well
from ftrength of character as from rea-
fon, fhe had not the weaknefs to con-
ceal how much prejudice was defpifed
by her. Indulging in the trifling
amufements of her fex, rank, and age,
fhe yet could dbntemn and abandon
them without regret in favour of re-
tirement, labour, and friendthip. Her

fuperiority
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fuperiority excited the jealoufy of wo-
men and cven of moft of the men, with
whom fhe neceffarily affociated. Yet
the could pardon their envy without
an effort. Such was the friend that
Voltaire felected with whom to pafs his
days; days which were ever confecrated
to works of genius, and embellithed

by mutual friendthip.

Weary of literary difputes, difgufted
to {ce the league which inferior writers
had formed againft him, and who were
feeretly fupported by men whoie merit
fhould have preferved them from fuch
unworthy affociates, finding likewife
that fince he had dared to fpeak truth

H 2 his
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his accufers were as numerous as his
critics, and perceiving that they incef-
fantly armed religion and government
againft him becaufe he was a good
poet, he fought employment more

peaceful in the ftudy of the fciences.

He determined to publith an cle-
mentary Treatife of the Difcoveries of
Newton, relative to the fyftem of the
éarth and of light, that he might ren-
der them familiar to all who had the
flighteft knowledge of mathematics;
and that he might make known, at the
fame time, %he philofophic opinions
of Newton, and his ideas of ancient

chronology.
At
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At the time that thefe Elements ap-
peared, the Cartefian fyftem prevailed
even in the Academy of Sciences, at
Paris. A few young geometricians
only had the courage to forfake it ; nor
did any work cxift in the French lan-
guage from which an idea could be
formed of the grand difcoveries which
had, for half a century, been rendered

public in England.

The author, however, was refufed
a privilege for publication. The Chan-
ccllor d’Agueflean was a Cartefian in
his youth, becaufe the {fyftem was then
fathionable among fuch as pique them-
felves on rifing fuperior to vulgar pre-

H 3 judice;
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judice ; and, to thefe his philofophical
opihions, were added his political and
religious fentiments againft Newton.
He difcovered that a chancelior of
France ought not to fuffer an Englith
philofopher, who fcarcely was a Chrif-
tian, to rife victorious over a fuppofed
orthodox Frenchman. D’ Ageufleau
had a prodigious memory, and conti-
nued ftudy had rendered him deeply
learned in various fpecies of erudition ;
but his mind, wearied by being made
the recepracle of the opinions of the
others, had neither ftrength fufficient
to combine his own ideas, nor to form
fixt and definite principles. His fuper-
ftidion, his umidity, his refpe& for an-

clent
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cient cuftoms, and his want of refolu-
tion, narrowed his views relative to a
reformation of the laws and impeded
his a&ivity. He died, after having
been long a minifter, and left France
to regret that his great virtues had
flumbered in inutility, and that his
rare qualities had been loft to the

world.

His feverity refpecting the Elements
of the Newtonian Philofophy was not
the only mark of littlenefs he fhewed
during his cenforfhip of the prefs, He
would not give privileges for the print-
ing of novels ; nor would he fuffer the
novel of Cleveland to be publithed,

H 4 but
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but on condition that the hero fhould

change his religion.

Voltaire, at the fame time, purfued
the ftudy of experimental philofophy,
fent queries of every kind to the learn-
¢d, and repeated their experiments, or

made new anes in their ftead,

He was a candidate for the prize,
given by the Academy of Sciences, on
the nature and propagation of fire;
and affumed the following motto,
which, for precifion and energy, is
not unworthy of the author of the
Henriade :

Ig;nis ubique latct naturam ampleclitur omnem,

Lyndia parity renoyat, dividit, unit, alit.
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The prize was given to the illuftri-
ous Euler, by whom, in {cientific con-
teft, no man need blufh at being van-
quifhed. Madame du Chatelet, as well
as her friend, was likewife a candidare,
and both pieces were mentioned in

very honourable terms,

. The difpute on the meafure of
forces at that time occupied mathe-
maticians. Voltaire, in a memorial
prefented to and approved by the Aca-
demy, took the part of Des Cartesand
Newton againft Leibnitz and the two
Bernouilli’s; nay even againft Ma-
dame du Chatelet, who was become
the partifan of Leibnitz,

We
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We are far from pretending that
thefe works are any addition to the fame
of Volwaire, or even that they deferve
a place among the learned, but the
merit of lhiaving made the French, who
are not mathematicians, acquainted
with Newton, the true fyftem of the
earth, and the principal phacnomena of
optics, deferves notice in the life of a

philofopher.

It is good to diffeminate truth rela-
tive to objets of fcience, whether it
relate to the great laws of nature and
the order of the world, or to thofe
common fa&s which fall under every
man’s obfervation. Abfolute ignorance

1s
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is ever accompanied by error; and
error in phyfics often is the fupport of
prejudices of a more dangerous kind.
The philofophic knowledge of Voltaire
was further ufeful to him as a poet ; we
do not, here, entirely refer to thofe
pieces in which he had the rare merit
of exprefling truth in verfe with preci-
fion without disfiguring it, or ceafing
to be a poet, or of addreffing the ima-
gination while he delighted the ear.
The ftudy of the fciences enlarges the
fpherc of poetic ideas, and enriches
verfe with new images. Without this
refource, poetry, neceflarily limitted
by too confined a circle, would be
no more than the art of re-producing,

in
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in harmonious language, common

thoughts and exhaufted pi&tures.

Be the fubject what it may; he who
pofleffes extenfive and profound know-
ledge will cver poffefs an immenfe ad-
vantage. The poetic genius of Vol-
taire would have been the fame, but
he would not have been fo great a poet,
had he not ftudied philofophy and hi-
ftory. Nor is it folely in augmenting
the number of our ideas that fuch ex-
traneous ftudies are ufeful ; they add
to the perfection of the mind, by ex-

ercifing its various faculties in a more

equal manner,

After



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 109

After having applied fome years to
experimental philofophy, Voltaire con-
fulted Clairaut relative to his progrefs,
who had the franknefs to anfwer that
after obftinate labour he would never
arife above mediocrity in the {ciences,
and that he would vainly lofe that time
which fame required he fhould dedi-
cate to poetry and ethics. Voltaire
liftened patiently and yieldéd to that
natural inclination which inceffantly
led him to the Belles Lettres and to the
withes of his friends, who were unable

to accompany him in his new career.

He was not therefore entirely ab-

forbed in the {ciences during his refi-
dence
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dence at Cirey. He there wrote Alzire,
Zulime, Mahomet, the Hiftory of
Charles XII. finifhed his Difcourfes on
Man, prepared the Age of Louis XIV.
and colle¢ted materials for his Effay on
the Manners and Spirit of Nations,

from Charlemagne to the prefent age.

Alzire and Mahomert are immortal
monuments of the height to which the
human genius, poetry, and philofophy
can raife the tragic art. This art is not
in thefe pieces confined to the pourtray-
ing the paffions, awakening their power
overthe foul, and making the {wect tears
oflove and of pity flow; it becomes the
dator of mankind, whom it inclines to

virtue ;
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virtue; indolent citizens, who bring
with them to the theatre the wearinefs
of having {pent a ufcle(s day, are there
called on to difcufs the firft grand

interefts of the human race.

In Alzire, we behold the noble but
wild and impetuous virtues of the man
of nature, combatting the vices of fo-
ciety corrupted by fanaticifm and am-
bition, and, ceding to virtue, made
perfect by reafon in the foul of Alzares,
or in the dying and difabufed Gufman.
Here, we at once are taught how fo-
ciety corrupts man by making prejudice
the fubftitute of ignorance, and how it

improves
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improves him when error is banithed

by truth.

But the moft fatal of prejudices is
that of fanaticifm. Voltaire was deters
mined the monfter thould become the
vi¢tim of the ftage ; and, that he might
expel it from every heart, he ecmployed
thefe terrrible effets which tragedy
alone can afford. It, no doubt, was
eafy to render a fanatic odious, but
that this fanatic thould be a great man,
and that, while abhorring, we thould of
neceflity admire him, that he fhould
defcend to mean artifice without degra-
dation, that, while occupied in. propa-

gating
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gating a religion and raifing an empire,
he fhould be in love without being ridi.
culous, that while committing every
crime he fhould not infpire that painful
horror which accompanies the aéts of
villains, that in the tone of a prophet
he fhould fpeak the language of genius,
that he fhould be fuperior to the bi-
gottry with which he intoxicated his
ignorant and intrepid difciples yet be
above the bafenefs of hypocrify, that
his crimes fhould be fuccefsful, that he
fhould triumph, yet fbould appear fuffi-
ciently punifthed by remorfe, all this
could only be effeted by the dramatic

art, when employed by the true poet.

Vout. I. I Mahomet
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Mahomet was firft atted at Lifle, in
1741. During the reprefentation, a
letter from the king of Pruffia was de-
livered to Voltaire, which informed
him of the vitory of Molwitz. He
ftopped the piece to read the letter to
the auditors. You will fee, faid he, to
to his furrounding friends, this tragedy
of Molwitz will make mine fuccefsful.
They ventured to play it at Paris; but
the bigots, by their exclamations, avail-
ing themfelves of the weaknefs of the
Cardinal de Fleury, prevailed on him
to forbid the reprefentation. Voltaire
thought proper to fend it to Bene-

Ria X1V, with two Latin verfes for his
portrait. The Pontiff, Lambertini, a
tolerant
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tolerant and eafy prince, but a man of
much underftanding, fent him a kind

anfwer, accompanied by fome medals.

Crébillon was more {crupulous than
the pope. He never would confent
that a piece fhould be played, which,
by proving that tragic terror may be
increafed to the utmoft excefs without
facrificing the pathos or revE)lting the
mind, was a fatire on that fpecies of
writing, of which he proudly believed
himfelf to be the creator and the mo-
del. Tt was not till the year 1751 that
M. D’Alembert, being appointed by
M. D’Argenfon to examm*ahomet,
had the courage to approve it, and

I2 thus
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thus to expofe himfelf to the mutual
hatred of the men of letters leagued
againft Voltaire, and of the devotees.
His fortitude was the more deferving
of refpet, becaufe the approver of a
work does not participate in its fame,
and, becaufe he could find no recom-
penfe for the danger to which he ex-
pofed himfelf, except the pleafure of
having ferved his friend, and aided the

triumph of reafon.

Zulima failed of fuccefs; nor were
the efforts of the author to corre&t
and payia.te its faults effeCtual. A tra-
gedy is ap experiment on the human

heart, and-an experiment which does
i not
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not always fucceed, even in the moft
able hands. Zulima, hewever, is the
firft woman prefented on the ftage,
who, hurried by paffion inte criminal
alts, ftill preferved all the generofity
and difintereftednefs of love. This cha-
ratter, fo natural, {o violent, and fo
tender, might perhaps have deferved
indulgence from the audience ; and the
critics of the theatre, in favour of the
new beauties of this part, might have
pardoned the weaknefs of the others,
which the author himfelf condemned

with equal franknefs and feverity.

The Difcourfes on Man are one of
the fineft monuments of Fréllh poetry.
Iz The
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The plan of them may not be fo regular
as that of the Epiftles of Pope, but
they poffefs the advantage of philo-
fophy more true, mild, and general.
_All the variety of harmony, a kind of
careleflnefs, foothing fenfibility, an
enthufiafm ever noble and ever real,
impart a charm to them, which alter-
nately delights the mind, the imagina-
tion, and the heart; a charm, the ufe
of which was known only to Voltaire,
and which was that of pleafing, mov-
ing, and inftru&ting, without ever fa-
tiguing the reader, and of writing to
all underftandings, and to all agcs.
vFla[hcs of true philofophy frequently
lg‘:‘cak forﬁ@nd are generally addrefled

fo
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fo to the feelings or to the fancy as to
appear natural, and to become popu-
lar. This talent is as beneficial and as
rare as that of giving a profound ap-
pearance to falfe and trivial ideas is

common and dangerous,

Quitting the company of Pope, we
admire his genius, and the addrefs
with which he defends his fyftem, but
the foul 1s unmoved, and the mind
prefently finds that its objetions have
rather been eluded than anfwered. But
we cannot leave Voltaire without en-
couragement or confolation ; and,
while we have a melancholly ' profpect
of the evils to which nacuilf has con-

14 demned
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demned man, we are likewife acquaint-

ed with their antidotes..

The Life of Charles XII. was the firft
of the hiftorical publications of Voltaire.
The ftyle, as rapid as the exploits of the
hero, hurries on the reader to an unin-
terrupted train of {fplendid expeditions,
fingularanecdotes,and romantic events,
which give curiofity and feeling no re-
pofe. The narrative is rarely inter-
rupted by reflections. The authorforgot
himfelf that he might give place to his
charatters. He feems to relate what he
has juft heard concerning his hero.
The fingle fubje& is battles and mili-
try enverflize ; yes, the fpiric of a

philofopher
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philofopher and the foul of a defender
of the human gace are prefent every

where.

Voltaire wrote from original memo-
rials, furnithed by thofe who were wit-
nefles of the events; and his hiftorical
truth is warranted by the refpe&able
teftimony of Staniflaus, the friend,
the companion, and the vi&im of
Charles XII.

The hiftory was, notwithftanding,
accufed of being a novel, becaufe it
had all the intereft of one. Though
no man, perhaps, ever excited fo much
eathufiafin, neither was ary man cver

treated
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treated with lefs indulgence than Vol-
taire. As a reputation for wit is in
France the thing moft envied, and as
it was impoffible for his fuperiority in
wit to remain unacknowledged, he
was moft vehemently denied every
other merit ; and, the pretended claims
to wit being as reftlefs in every clafs of
mankind as in that of men of letters,
the numbher of thofe who envied him

was almoft equal to that of his readers.

In vain had Voltaire imagined that
the retreat of Cirey would hide him
fogen hatred ; he had concealed his per-
fon only, his fame ftill offended his
enemies. * A libel, which was a malig-

nant
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nant attack on his whole life, ap-
peared to the difturbance of his re-
pofe. He was treated like a prince,
or a minifter, becaufe he excited equal
envy. The Abbé Desfontaines, who
was indebted to Voltaire for liberty
and perhaps for life, was the autho.r of
this libel. Accufed of a fhameful vice,
which fuperftition has claffed among
crimes, he had been imprifoned at a
time when, from attrocious and ridicu-
lous policy, it was thought proper to
burn a few men, in order to make an-
other man conceive difguft for this
vice, to which they falfely fuppofed
him inclined.

Voltaire
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Voltaire, being informed of the mis-
fortune of the Abbé Desfontaines,
who was perfonally unknown to him,
and whofe only recommendation was
that he was 2 man of letters, haftened
to Fontainbleau in fearch of Madame
de Prie, then all puiffant, from whom
ke obtained the prifoner’s liberty, on
condition that he thould not appear at
Paris. Voltaire further procured him
a place of retirement at the feat of a
lady of his acquaintance. Here Def-
fontaines wrote z libel againft his be-
nefattor; this he was obliged to throw
mto the fire, but he never could par-
don Voltaire the a& of faving his life.

He edperly took every opportunity the
periodical
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periodical publications afforded, of at-
tacking him; and it was he who, by
the mouth of a prieft*, informed the
world that Voltaire was the author of
Le Mondain, an ingenious poem, the
intent of which was to thew that lux-
ury, by polithing man’s manners and
encouraging induftry, obviates a part
of thofe ills which take birth in the in-
equality of, and infenfibility attendant

on, riches.

He was thus expofed to the danger
of new banithment, becaufe, to the re-
proach of having preached up pleafure,
a great one in the eyes of thofe who

* Pritre de femincire.

need
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need the cloak of aufterity to conceal
vice more real, was added the addi-
tional crime of having ridiculed the

amufements of our firft parents.

In fine, the journalifts publifhed the
Voltairomanie ; and then 1t was that
Voltaire, who fo long had filently fuf-
fered under the flanders of Desfontaines
and Roufleau, abandoned himfelf to
emotions of anger, of which his ene-

mies were little worthy.

Not fatisfied with avenging himfelf
by dglivering up his adverfaries to
public contempt, and imprinting on
them marks which no time can efface,

he
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he profecuted Desfontaines who efcap-
ed by difavowing the libel, and who-
immediately wrote others to confole
himfelf for the misfortune. Thus, at
the age of forty-four, after having been
patient during twenty years, Voltaire,
for the firft time, forgot that modera-
tion which it were highly to be withed
men of letters never fhould forget.
Though they have received from na-
ture the formidable gift of devoting
their foes to ridicule and thame, they
ought to difdain the ufe of this dan-
gerous weapon in avenging their own
quarrels, and employ it only againft the
perfecutors of truth, and the enemies
of the rights of mankind.

The
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The friendfhip, which, about the
fame time was formed between Voltaire
and the prince royal of Pruffia, was
one of the firft caufes of the exceffive
anger of his enemies. The young
Frederic had received from his father
the education of a foldier only, but
nature formed him for a man of an
amiable, extenfive, and elevated mind,
as well as for a great general. He was
fent to Rhinefberg by his father, who,
having conceived the proje&t of be-
heading him as a deferter becaufe he
had attempted to travel without per-
miffion, yllded to the remonftrances
of the imperidl embaffador, and fatis-

fied himfelf with cavfing the prince to
be
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be prefent at the execution of one of

his travelling companions.

In this ftate of retirement, Frederic,
who was enamoured with the French
language, poetry, and philofophy, chofe
Voltaire for his confident and guide.
They mutually fent each other their
works ; the prince confulted the philo-
fopher concerning his ftudies,” and re-
quefted leflons and advice. They dif-
cuffed the moft curious as the moft
difficult metdphyfical queftions. The
prince, at that time, ftudied the works
of Wolf, whofe fyftemis and unintelli-
gible language he foon abjured for
philofophy more fimple and more true.

Vor. L. K He
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Healfo employed himfelf in a refutation
of Machiavel s that is, in proving that
the moftcertain policy ofa fovereign is
to make moral rules his guide, and that
his perfonal intereft dogs not neceffa-
rily render him the enemy of his fub-
Jje&s and his neighbours, as Machiavel
had fyppofed, either from a love of
hypothefis or to difguft his countrymen
with a monarchial government, toward
which they feemed 10 be inclined by
their wearinefs of a republican f{yftem
ever tempeftuous and oftea cruel.

I¥ the preceding century, Tycho-
Brahe, Des Cartes, and Leibnitz, had
enjoyed’ the fociety of monarchs, by

' whom
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whom they had heen Joaded with marks
of efteem ; but confidence and fres-
dom did not prefide in this too unequal
intercourfe.  Of thefe Frederic gsve
the firt example, in which, un-
fortunately for his fame, he forgot to
petfit. He fent his friend, the Baron
de Keyferling, to vifit the Deitses of
Cirey, and to bear his portrait and ma-
nufcripts to Voltaire. The philofopher
was moved, perhaps flattered, hy this
homage ; but his greateft pleafure was
the profpe& of a prince deftined to
reign, who loved literature, and was
the friend of philofophy and the foe of
{uperftition. He hoped the authar of
the Anti-Machiavel would be a pacific

K2 monarch,
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monarch, and he took ferious delight
in fecretly printing the book which he
believed muft bind the prince to vir-
tue from the fear of betraying his own
principles, and of reading his con-
demnation in the work he himfelf had

written.

When Frederic afcended the throne,
he teftified no change, but remained
the friend of Voltaire. The cares of
government did not enfeeble his love
of poetry, nor his avidity to poflefs the
unpublifhed writi;xgs of Voltaire, which
were read by fcarcely any except him-
felf and Madame du Chatelet. Yet, one
of hia. firft fteps was to fufpend the

publication,
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publication of the Anti-Machiavel.
Voltaire obeyed, and the corretions
which he had made with regret were

rendered fruitlefs,

His defire that his difciple, now a
king, fhould enter into a public en-
gagement, which fhould fecure his ad-
herence to philofophic maxims, was
incteafed. He went to meet him at
Wezel, and was aftonifhed to fee a
young monarch in a uniform, on a
camp-bed, fhivering with a fever. But
his fever did not prevent him from pro-
fiing by his neighbourhood to the
principality of Liege, and enforcing
the payment of a forgotten debt, from

K 3 the
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the bifhdop. Voltaire wrote the me-
morial, which was fupported by the
bayonet, and he returred to Paris well
{atisfied to have found his hero an ami-
able man. But he i1cfufed the offers
of the king, who withed to draw him
to Pruffia, and preferred the friend.
fhip of Madame du Chatelet co the fa-
vour of 4 menarch whom he admuired.

The king of Pruffia declared war
againft the daughrer of Charles VI,
ant teok advancage of her weahnefs to
render fomé old pretenfions on Silcfia
walide Two battles fecured him the
pefiegion 0f the province. Cardinal
aguuq, who had andertakenthe war

n
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in his own defpite, continued his fecret
negotiations. The emprefs perceived
her inteteft was not to treat with France,
againft whotn fhe hoped for wfeful al-
lies, who would themfelves fupport the
burden of war; whereas, if fhe had
none but the Pruffian monarch to com-
bat, fhe muft be left to herfelf, and
muft behold the withes and fecret aid
of thofe very powers on the fide of her
foe. She racher chofe therefore to ftifle
her refentment, inform Frederic of the
propofitions of the cardinal, induce
dim to make peace by this confidence,
and purchafe by the facrifice of Silefia,
the neutrality of the enemy whom fhe
had moft to fear.

K 4 The
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The war had not.interrupted the
correfpondence between the king and
Voltaire. Frederic fent poetry from
the field, while preparing for battle,
or amid the tumult of viftory; and
Voltaire, continuing to praife his
military fame, never ceafed to preach

humanity and peace.

The Cardinal de Fleury died. Vol
taire had been intimate with him, be-
caufe he was defirous of learning the
anecdotes of the reign of Louis XIV ;
and Fleury, who loved to relate them,
dwelejger thofe which regarded himfelf,
not doubting that Voltaire would
¢agerly infert them in his. hiftory.

But
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But the hatreci of Fleury, and of all
feeble men, for onc who rofe fuperior
to common powers, was greater than
his love of tafte, and even than his

vanity,

Fleury endeavoured to impede free-
dom of fpeech, and even of thought,
in France, that he might govern with
the greater eafe, During his whole
life, he had maintained a \t:arf'are of
opinions in the kingdom, by his very
endeavours to {mother thofe opinions,
and prevent them from troubling the
public repofe. He was terrified by the
daringnefs of Voltaire ; equally afraid
of expofing himfelf, fhould he defend

the
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the poet, or his trifling claims to re-
aown, fhould ke abandon him with
b0 much cowyrdite, Volraire found
km rather a clandeftine perfecutor
than a patron; but one who was retain-
“ed by his refpeét for public opinion
ahd his own fame.

Voltaire was defigned to be his fuc-
veffor in the French academy: he had
iately acquired new claims which muft
have filenced envy, had fhe been capa-
ble of a bluth, He had enriched the
flage by another mafter-piece: by
Merop%r the only tragedy in which
vears freely and {weetly flow, without
thilsid of the misfortumes of fove. The

, author
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author of Zaire had before oppoled
the maxim of Boileau,

De cette paffion la fenfible peinture

Ef1, poar aller au caury la route, la plus fure*

He had affirmed that natute was capa«
ble of preducing more feeling and more
heart-rending cffects on the flage; and
in Merbpe, he proved his aflettion,

If however Boileau, by furef?, under-
ftood the legf difficnlt, faks are in his
favour, Various poets have written af-
feQing tragedies founded on love:
Merope {lands alone.

* A pathetic picture of love, is the fureft roall
to the hcart.

Hurried
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‘Hurried on by thé intereft of the fi-
tuations, a rapidity of dialogue till then
unknown to the ﬁage, and by the ta-
lent of an atrefs who had ~caught the
empaffioned tones of nature, the pit
was agitated' with unexampled enthu-
fiafm. Voltaire, who was concealed in
a corner of the houfe, was obliged to
appear before the fpectators. He came
into the box of the lady of Marfhal de
Villars. The houfecalled on the young
duchefs of Villars to kifs the author of
Merope ; and f{he was under the necef-
fity of obeying the imperious will of the
. "public, intoxicated with admniration and

* pleature.

This
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This was the firft time that the .pi
called for the author of a picce; but
what was then' no.more than homage,
rendered to genius, degenerated after-
ward into cuftom, and is now a ridi-
culous and humiliating ceremony, to
which authors, who refpeét themfelves,

refufe to {fubmit.

To this new claim, which ‘even de-
votion was obliged to refpet,was add-
ed the fupport of Madame de Chi-
teauroux, then governed by the Duke
de Richelieu; an_extraordinary man,
who, at the age of twenty, had twice
been in the Baftile, for the rathnefs of
his gallantries; who, by the rumour

and
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and the number. of his adventures, had
made himfelf fo fathionsble, among
women, as for it to be almoft regarded
as an honour to be difhonoured by
him; and who, among his imitators,
had formed a kind of gallantry in
which love was nolanger the inclination
to pleafure, but the vanity of feduc.
tion. This fame man afterward con-
tributed to the fame of the viGory of
Fontenoy, fupported the revolution of
Genoa, took port Mahon, and obliged
an Englith army to lay down its arms ;
and when that army had broken the
trc‘t: when it threatened his difperfed
and feeble quarters, be fopped its pro-
grefs by his activity and boldnefs.
' After
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After which he funk into the intriéucs
of the court, and loft, in the manceu.
vres of a tyrannical and corrupt admi-
niftration, that fame which might have

obliterated his early errors.

The duke de Richelieu had from his
infancy been the friend of Voltaire;
and, though Voltaire Kad often caufe
of co;nplaint againft him, yet he pre-
ferved that remembrance of youthful
affection which time cannot eradicate,
and a kind of confidence which was
rather maintained by habit than by
conviction. The duke continued faith-
ful to his old friend, as much as the
levity of his character, his caprice, his

petty
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pctty defpotifm "at the theatres, his
contempt for every man who was nbt
a courtier, his weaknefs toward people
in power, and his infenfibility for all
that was noble, or ufeful, would per-

mit.

At this period he promoted the in-
teteft of Voltfire with Madame de
Chiteauroux. But M. de Maurepas
did not love Voltaire. The Abbé de
Chaulieu had written an epigram againft
Oedipus, becaufe he was offended to
fee a young man, who had become his
rival in fugitive poetty into which phi-
lofophy and voluptuoufiiefs were in-
fufed, acquire the additional fame of
‘ fucceed-
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fucceeding at the theatre; and M. de
Maurepas, whofe vanity was to be the
man of moft wit at table, could not
pardon Voltaire for fo evidently rob-
bing him of this advantage, with which
it was not too ridiculous, at that time,
for a minifter of ftate to be flattered.

Voltaire attempted t® difarm his an-
ger by an epiftle, in which he beftow-
ed fuch praife as might appear moft
natural to the mind and charader of
M. de Maurepas. This epiftle, which
contained as much inftruétion as eulo-
gium, effected no change in the fenti-
ments of the minifter; who, that he
might prevent Voltaire from gining

Vou. L. L a place
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a plage in the academy, combined with
the prieft Bayer, whom Fleury had
ipreferred, .as the _tutor of the dauphin,
to Maffillon, whofe talents and virtue
be feared; and which Boyer he, on
his death-bed, recommended to the
king to the charge of beftowing eccle-
fiaftical benefices, apparently from the
hope that his memory might be regret-
-ted by the Janfenifts. M. de Maure-
pas was likewife glad to have an op-
portunity of fecredy counteradting
Madame de Chatcauroux, with whofe
-hatred-for him he was well acquainted.
-Woltaire, being informed of his inten-
«tion, -went to him and atked, if Ma-
. flame de Chiteauroux fhould fupport
‘him
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him in the ele@tion, whether he would
oppofe him. I will, anfwered the
minifter, and wilt cru/b yau#.

* In order to be juft, it is. bere neceffary to
relate that having, after the death of Voltaire,
mentioned this anccdote to the count de Maure-
pas, to whofe charatter fuch an anfwer does not
feem natural, he, laughing, anfwered that it was
the king himfelf who would not fuffer Voltaire to
fucceed the Cardinal de Fleury, in his place of
academician. His majefty thought there was too
marked a diftance, between the men, to put the
culogium of the one, in the mopth of the other,
and afford laughter to the public by fuch an affo-
ciation.

M. de Maurepas further added, that he had
fong known Voltaire had written the anecdote of
I will crufe yau. But this trifling a& of injuflice,
from a man fo celebrated, had not prevented him
from foliciting and obtaining leave, from the pre-
fent king, that the poet,' who had been fo great
an honour to his age and nation, might return’
to Paris, at the clofe of his life, ghere zo enjoy
the fruits of his fame.

This is thenote of the general correfpondent of the
lgesasy typographical fociety.

L2 The
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He knew how eafy this would be to
a minifter ; and that, under a feeble
government, the influence of a mif-
trefs muft yield to that of intriguing
fanatic priefts, who were more defpi-
cable than a proftitute, in the eyes of
reafon, though more refpeted by the

populace. Boyer was triumphant.

The minifter foon after perceived
how neceflary the alliance of the king
of Pruffia was to France. But this
monarch feared to engage anew with a
power whofe timid and wavering policy
could not infpire confidence. Vol-
tdire, it was fuppofed, might induce
him to change his opinion, and was

fecretly



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 149

fecretly charged with this negotiation.
It was agreed that the perfecution of
Boyer fhould be the pretext of his
journey into Pruffia. He thus obtain-
ed the liberty to ridicule the poor
prieft, who went to complain to the
king that Voltaire made him appear a
fool in foreign courts. The king an-

fwered—¢* It was a fettled point.”

Voltaire departed, and Piron, at the
head of his enemies, wrote abundance
of epigrams and fongs on his pretend-
ed difgrace. Piron was in the habit
of infulting all celebrated men who
underwent perchufion. His works
abound with proofs of this mean ma-

L3 lice ;
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lice ; yet he had the chara@et of a
good hatured man, becaule he was in-
8oleat; and, not having sny native
dighity of thind, he did not offead the
vadity of others.

Afier having paficd fome time with
the King of Pruffia, who conftantly re-
fufed all negociation with France, Vol-
taire had the addrefs to divine the true
motive of his refufal. It was the weak-
nefs that France had perfifted in not to
declare war againft the Enghifh, and by
this conduét to appear to ‘entreat for
‘Peace, when e had a tight to dictare
frs ‘conditions.

Lt
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He returned to Paris and gave an -
account of his. journiey. The follow-
ing: {pring the King' of Pruffia’ agali
declared war againft the Queen of
Hungary,-by which ufeful diverfion he
obliged her troops to evacuate Alfatia;
This important fervice, with' that of
having penetrated;-as hie paffed through
the Hague, into the views of the’
Dutch who apparently were’in a ftate
of- uncertainty, did not’ procure Vol-
taire any of thofé marks of refpet-from’
which he withed to raife a- rampatt
againft his literary enemies.

The Marquis D’Argenfon was call:
ed’ to the miniftry. He was a man
Ls who
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who deferves to be ranked among thofe
few people in power who -have really
loved philofophy, and the public good.
His tafte for literature had conneéted
him with Voltaire, whom he more than
once employed to write manifeftos, de-
clarations, and difpatches, the ftyle of
which was required to be corrett, dig-

nified, and well adapted.

Such was the manifefto which was to
have been publifhed by the Pretender,
on his defcent into Scotland with 2
fmall French army, which the Duke
de Richelieu was to have commanded.
}‘Ioltaire had then an opportunity of
laheuring in conjunéion with, Count

Lally,
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Lally, a zealous Jacobite, and the de-
termined enemy of the Englith; whofe.
memory Voltaire afterward defended
with fo much fortitude when an unjuft.
fentence, executed with barbarity, fa-.
crificed him to the refentment of fome.
of the fervants of the Eaft India Com-

pany.

But he had, at the fame time, a fupi
port more potent in the Marchionefs
de Pompadour, with whom he had
been intimate while her name was
d’Etiole. She committed the writing
of a piece to him, for the firft marriage
of the Dauphin. The place of gentle-
man of the chamber, the title of hif-

toriographer
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toriographer of France, and m fine
the protection of the court, which was
neccilary to oppofe the faétisn of de-
vidtees who excluded him the French
'academy, were the recompenfe he
received. It was on this occafion that
he wrote the following verfes :

Mon Henri quatre et ma Za're,
Et mon Anéricaine Al'xire,
Ne m’ont fu‘alu  jamais un feul rcgard du Roié
'?‘hu beancsup d’ennemis, avvec tris-peu de gleire ;
Ees Fonnenrs ot Ies biens plenvent enfin_fur moi,

Pour une farce de lu foire™.

This was paffing rather too fevere a
jedigment on the Princefs of Navarre,

* The Henriade, Zairc, and my American
AlZire never obtained me a look from majefty;
L'hind mhany enemies-and little fame; but'honours:
at length are thowered on me, for having writtena

fhree..

which
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which is a work full of noble and af-
fecting gallantry.

The favour of the court however
was infufficient to open the doors of the
academy. He was obliged, in order
to difarm the devotees, to write a letter
to Father la Tour, in which he made
proteftation of his refpect for religion,
and, which was more neceflary, of his
attachment to the Jefuits. In defpight
of the addrefs with which he manages
his language in that letter, it were bet-
ter he had renounced the academy than
have had the weaknefs to write it. This
weakne(s would have been inexcufa-
ble had it been the facrifice of vanity,

1R
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tn order to obtain a title which had
long been incapable of adding honour
to the name of Voltaire. But he fup-
pofed it his fhield; hc imagined he
fhould find fupport againft perfecution
from the academy. He prefumed too
favourably of the fortitude and juftice

of his affociates.

In his difcourfe to the academy, he
firlt threw off the yoke of cuftom, by
which thefe difcourfes fcemed rather
condemned to be a flring of compli-
ments than of true praife. Voltaire
boldly fpoke of literature and of tafle,
and his example is in fome manner be-
fome a law, againft which the agade-

micians,
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micians, who are men of letters, rarely
venture to err. But he did not go fo
far as to fupprefs their reiterated praife
of Richelieu, Séguier, and Louis XIV.
which has hitherto been done only; by
two or three of the boldeft academi-
cians. He mentioned Crébillon, in his
difcourfes, with the noble generofity
of a man who fears not to honour the
talents of a rival, or to afford arms to

his own antagonifts.

A new torrent of libels was poured
upon him, which he had not the forti-
tude to defpife. The police was, at
that time, committed to a man who had
pafled fome months in the country with

Madame
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Madame de Pompadour. A wretched
mufician, of the opera band, was ar-
refked, whofe name was Travenol, and
and who, with the advocate Rigoley de
Juvigny, privately fold thefe libels.
The father of Travenal, an old man
of eighty, went to Voltaire, and de-
manded pardon for his guilty fon ; and
the anger of the poet was hufhed by
the firt cry of humanity. He wept
with, embraced, and confoled the old
man ; and haftened away with him, to
obtain the liberty of his fon.

Voltaire was net long in favour.
Madame de Pompadour caufed thofe
honours to be conferred on Crébillon,

which
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which he had been refufed. - Vokaire
had conftantly done juftice to the au-
thor of Rhadamiftus, but he conld aeot
be fo humble as to fuppofe him fupe-
rior o the auther of Alzire, Mahamet,
and Mearope. In fuch exaggerated en-
thufiafm for Crébillon, he difcovered
nothing but a fecret defirc that he him-
felf fhould be humbled : nor was he

deceived.

The wit and the poet might have
preferved powerful friends; but thefe
sitles in Voltaire cancealed a philafo-
pher, a man mare earneft for the pro-
grefs of reafon, than the acquise-
ment.aof perfonal fame.

His
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His character, naturally proud and
independent, yiclded to ingenious adu-
lation ; he was prodigal of praife, but
he preferved his feelings and his opi-
nions, and the freedom of difcovering
them. Strong or affe&ing leflons rofe
out of pancgyric; but that manner of
praifing which might fucceed at the
court of Frederic, could not but

offend at.any other court.

He therefore returned to Cirey, and
foon afterwards to the court of Sta-
niflaus. This prince, twice elected
king of Poland, once by the will of
Charles XH. and once by the defire of

the nation, ncver poffefled more thaa
the
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the title of fovereign. Having retited
into‘Lorraine with this title, he there
repaired, by his beneficerit atts, the
ills which the French adminiftration
had committed : the paternal govern-
ment of Leopold correéted an age of
deveftation and miisfortune. His de-
votion had neither deprived him of the
love of pleafure nor of an affetion for
men of wit. His houfe was'that of 2
wealthy private perfon ; his manners
thofe of native candour ; of a mdn who
had never been unhappy, cxcepf be-
caufe others had determined to make
him a king; nor ever dazzled by a
title, from which he had derived no«
thing but danger. He withed to fee

Vor. L. M Madame
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Midame du Chatelet and Voltaire at
his court, or rather living as his in-
mates. The author of the feafons 4,
the only French poet, who like Voltaire
has united philofophy and wit, then
lived at Luneville, where he was only
known as an amiable young officer;
but his firft poetical produétions, full
of. reafon, wit, and tafte, even then
befpoke 4 man born to be an honour to

his age.

At Luneville, where Voltaire lived
life of occupation and mild tran-
quilty, he had the misforcune to lofc
his friend. Madame du Charelet died,

* St. Lambert.
at
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at the rhoiitént Wheh fhe had finifhed
her trahilation of Newton ; the labdtir
of which had fhortetied her days: King
Staniflaus went (o tdnfole ahd Weéb

with Voltaire in his chamber.

Having returied to Paris, the poet
betook hitafelf to his labours, a meas
of diffipating prief, which narute hias
impaged but o few. Such 4 powes
over our thoughts, and fuch forte 6f
mind, which afffi®ion cinnot vanquith,
are precios gifts, which mruft fiot be
depreciated by confoundinig therd with
want of feeling. Senfibility & nét
weaknefs; it is & capability of ‘griéf'}
without being overwhelmed by it : the

M2 foul
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_foul is not the lefs affetionate, nor has
forrow been lefs fincere, becaufe op-
pofed with fortitude ; or becaufe con-
quered by extraordinary powers.

Voltaire was weary of hearing the
fathionable world, and moft men of
letters, prefer Crébillon to himfelf ;
which they did lefs from opinion than
to punith him for the univeﬁality of
his talents. Men are ever more indul-
gent to circumfcribed genius, which
exerted on one obje&t appears to be a
kind of inftin&, becaufe it offends not
fo many fpecies of felf-lo-ve, and hum-
'-l,:!cs the,ixl pride lefs,

This
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This opinion of the fuperiority of
Crébillon was maintained with fo much:
paffion, that, in the preliminarydifcourfe.
to the Encyclopedia, M. D’Alembert:
had need of fortitude to grant equality-
to the author of Alzire and Merope,
and durft not extend juftice further.
Voltaire at length determined to avenge
himfelf, and oblige the public to give
him h’i's true rank, by writing Semi-
ramis, YOreftes, and Rome Preferved;
which three fubje@s had before been
treated by Crébillon. Every cabal that
had been formed againft Voltaire had
united, to obtain momentary fuccefs
for the Cataline of his rival ; a piece,
the conduét of which is abfurd and the

Mj ftyle
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ftyle, barbaveus ; in which Cjcero pro-
pofes that his daughter (hould feduce
Caualine, 3nd 3 high priefl appoints 3
rerdezyaus for the lovers in a temple,
where he introeduces a courtezan in
men's clothes, and aftcrward treats the
fenate as impious, becaufe it there dif-
cuffed on ftate affairs,

On the contrary, Rome Preferved is
she mafter-piece of ftyle and of reafon,
sz which Cicero appears with all his dig-
sity and eloquence; in which Cafar
fpeaks and a&s like a man born to
‘wducq Rome to fubje&ion, ta over-
whelm his opponents by his glory, and
#ptain pasdon for tyranny by the force

of
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of his talents and virtues; and in which
Cataline is a villain, but one who endea-
vours to excufe his vices from example,
and his crimes from neceflity. Repub-
lican energy and Roman feelings en-

tirely poffefs the poet.

Voltaire had a {mall theatre on which
he acted his pieces, and where he often
played the part of Cicero. Never, it
is faid, was illufion more complete :
while he recjted he appeared to create
his charalter ; and when, in the fifth
a&, Cicero again appeared before the
fenate, when he excufed his love of
fame by reciting the following beauti-
ful lines |

M4 Romains,
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Romains, j'aime la ghire, et ne veux point m'en taire;
Des travaux des bumains ¢'¢ft le digne falaire,
Sénat, en wous fervant il !a}'aut acketer ¢

Qui wofe la woiloir, w'ofe la mériter ®.

the character and the poet were one,
and the auditor imagined he heard Ci-
cero, or Voltaire, avow and excufc this

weaknefs of great minds,

Tlfere is only one good part in the
FEle&ra of Crébillon, and this is a fub-
altern charatter, Oreftes, who knows
nbt that he is Oreftes, is in love with
the daughter of Agyfthus, who has the

Romans, I frankly own my thirft for fame,

The rich reward of peril, pain, and care;

Moft nobly purchas’d in our country’s caufe!

“§Whe dare gt hope for, cannot merit fame.
mis-
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misfortune to be called Iphianaffa,’
The implacable Elera is enamoured
with the fon of Agyfthus, and thefe
infipid amours occupy the {cene, while
the furies are leading a bewildered fon.
1o the commiffion of parricide ; being
condemned by the gods to take this

horrible revenge,

Voltaire felt that Clytemnefira fhould
be rendered interefting by her remorfe,
by being charaterifed as rather feeble:
than guilty, and overawed by the cruel
Zgytthus, but athamed of having loved
him, and fenfible of the weight of her
chains and of her crimes. If we com-
pare this with the other tragedies of

Voltaira,
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Voltaire, we fhall, na doubt, find it
much inferior ta his beft works; but
if we contraft it with Sophacles, whom
he meant to follow, that he might teach
the French the charater and tragic
conceptions of that poet, we fhall per-
ccive he had the art to preferve his
beauties, imitate his ftyle, corrett his
defe&ts, and render Clytemneftra more
pathetic, .and Eleftra lefs barbarous.
Far which reafon, when, in defpite of
eabal, the permanent beauties of the
Greek poet were tranfmitted to the
Freachmftage, by a man worthy of be-
eoming the interpreter of the moft
clequent o? the ancient tragic writers,
and there enforce applaufe, Voltaire,

morc
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more ardent in the intereft of good tafte
than in behalf of his own fame, could
not forbear calling to the pit, in-a mo-
mentary effuffion of rapture, ¢ Go on

Athenians, it is Sophocles.”

The Semiramis of Crébillon was no
fooner produced than forgotten. That
of Volaire is the fame fubject which,
fiftecn years before, he had treated
under the na‘me of Eryphile, and which
he withdrew from the ftage, though
the piece was highly applauded. Dur-
ing its reprefentations, he more pera
fe@ly felt all the difficulties of the fa.
ble. He perceived that, to render a
woman who had deftroyed heg hufband,

that
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that fhe might reign herfelf, interefting,
it was; neceffary that the fplendour of
her reign, her conquefls, her virtues,
and the extent of her empire fhould
force refpec, and feize on the mind
of the {peQtators ; that the criminal
queen fhould be the miftrefs of the
world, and pofiefs the virtues of a great
monarch. He felt that, while exhibit-
ing the prodigies of a foreign religion
on the ftage, it would be neceflary, by
magnificence and an clevated and reli-
gious ftyle, not to fuffer the imagina-
tion to cool,.to make the gods intcrfere
on all occafions, and to conceal the
abfurdity of a miracle by inceffantly

prefenting the confolatory idea of a
| Divine
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Divine Power, exercifing a flow but in-
_evitable vengeance on the fccre?cnmes

of kings.

Love, offenfive in Oreftes, was ne-
ceflary in Semiramis., Ninyas muft
have a miftrefs, that he might feel a
tendernefs for Semiramis, be fenfible
of her kindnefs, and that the might fa-
cinate him by her.charms before he
knew her to be his mother; otherwife
the horror which inceft infpires would
have been injurious to that charater
which was to intereft the audience.
The ftyle of Semiramis, the majefty of
the fubject, the pomp of the exhibition,
and the peculiar pathos of fome of the

{cenes,
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Reneg, wete triumphant over eavy and
fadiol, But it was long before equal
juftice was rendered to Oreftes, and

Rome Preferved.

Complete juftice, perhaps; has not
yet been done; not can we be fur-
prifed at this, when we recollect that
all colleges and all the houfes in which
the teachers of youth are theémfelves
educated ate devoted to fanaticifim, and
that childrén in general are educated
in prejudices againft Voltaire,

Thefe three pieces he wrote at
Sceaux, the féat of the Duchefs du
Maine, who @elighted in poetry, gal-

lantry,
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lantry, and the arts ; and whaedn her

palace, prefented a picture of f8te in-
genuous and fplendid pleafures which
had embellifhed the court' of Lewis
the XIVth, and dignified his follies.
She delighted in Cicero, and prevailed
on Voltaire to write his Rome Preferv-
ed to avenge the outrage committed oh
the orator by Crébillon. Mahoniet
was fent to the pope, and Semiramis
dedicated to a cardinal. He took a
fecret pleafure in convincing the Fench
fanatics that the ecclefiaftical princes
knew how to combine the love of ge-
nius with religious zeal, and that they"
did not think they promoted Chrifti-
anity by treating thefe men as its ene-

mies
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-miegyho by their powers of mind
-wersmme formidable-rulers of public

-opinion.

It was dt thi3 period that he, atlength,
.yielded to the invitations of the king
.of Pruffia, and accepted the title of
Ahamberlain, the grand crofs of the
otder of merit, and a penfion of 20,000
livres. In his own country, "he faw
himfelf the objet of envy and hatred
to men of letters, although he never
had been their opponent in foliciting
for places and pénfions, never had
humlt]cd them-by his etiticifms, nor
ever had interfered in literary ca-
bals, but had obliged all who need.

ed
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ed his fervices, had endeavgiudd : to
gain their affeGtion by p! i them
and taken every opportunity of win.
ning the friendfhip of thofe whom felf-

love had rendered unjuft.

The priefts, who forgot not the Let-
ters on the Englith Nation and Maho-
met, while they were waiting occafion
to perfecute him, endeavouted to de-
cry him and his works, and employed
their whole afcendancy over youth
againft him, efpecially that which, as
fpiritual diretors, they preferved over
private families and the devotees of the
court. Abfolute filence only could pre-
fervehim from calumny. He could pub-

Vor. L. N lith
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lith no work without being certain that
malighity would endeavour thence to
accufe him of being impious, or to
render him fufpected by government.
Madame de Pompadour, elevated to a
fituation in which fhe wifhed to be fur-
rounded by none but flaves, forgot
their former intimacy. She could not
pardon his not having fuffered with
fuflcient patience the preference grant-
ed to Crébillon. Louis the XVth
had 3 kind of diflike to Voltaire, al-
though he had flattered that prince to
the injury of his own fame : but kings
are, by habit, rendered almott infenfi-
ble to public adulation; the artful
praife of the courtiers, who, feizing

every
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every trifing ocecafion, repemat their
panegyric centimmllyandauhe'lﬁckieﬁ
moments, is alone feducing. This
flattery confifts lefs in direft praife,
than in an' adroit approbation of the
pafiions, inclinations, aéts, and fenti«
ments of the monagch; half 2 word, a
motion, a géneral maxim which ex.
cufes their follies or their faults, pro.
duce greater effetts than poeiry which
is worthy of pofterity. The eulogies
of genius foothe only thofe: kings whe
have an atual love of fame.

It is faid that Voltaire, approach-
ing Louis XV, after tife reprefenta-
tion of the Temple of Fame, in which

N 2 Trajan
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- Trajan:after his viGories accords peace
to.the world, and receives the crown
which had been refufed to conquerors
and referved for the man who was the
friend of humanity, thus addrefled the
monarch—Zrajan eff-il content * 2 and
that the king was lefs flattered by the
comparifon than offended by the fami-

liarity.

M. d’Argenfon refufed to fupport
Voltaire as a candidate for the title of
Free Affociate of the Academy of Sci-
ences, and for obtaining a feat in the
Academy of Belles Lettres, of which

places he was. at that time ambitious, as

# . Is Trajan fatisfied ?
a refuge
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a refuge againft the army of periodical
critics who were ;bliged by the police
to treat literary bodies with refpe,
except when other bodies or powerful
individuals thought it their intereft to
humble them by abandoning them to
the attacks of thefe contemptible ene-

mies.

Voltaire, therefore, went to Berlin,
and the very monarch, who had dif-
dained him, and the court, in which
he had been treated with difrefpe&t,
were offended at his departure. The
lofs of a man who honoured France,
and the difgrace of having obliged him
to feck an afylum in another country,

N 3 were
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wert then only remembered, In the
paiace of the king of Prugia, he found
pease and ewven the femblance of free-
dom; feeling at ficft no kind of fub-
Jje€tion, except that of pafling fome
hours withdh¢ king te corre hijs works,
and to teach him the art of writing.
He ufually fupped with his majefy ;
and thefc fuppers, at which there was
freedom in excefs, where every quef-
tion of metaphyfics and morals was dif-
cufled without reftraint, where the moft
unpoupded pleafantry enlivened, or cut
ferious argument fhort, and where the
king generally difappeared to give
place to the maa of wit, were moments
gfagreeable relaxtion to Voltaire. The
. ‘ remainder
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remainder of his time was confecrated
to ftudy.

Here he improved fome of his trage-
dies, finithed his Age of L.ouis the
XIVth, correted his poem of the
the Maid of Orleans, wrote part of his
Effay on the Manners and Spirit of
Nations, and compofed the poem on
Natural Law ; while Frederic govern-
ed his ftates without a minifter, infpe&-
ed and improved his army, compofed
poetry and mufic, and wrote philofophy
and hiftory. ‘

The royal family encouraged Vol-
taire in his purfuits; he addrefled
N 4 verfes
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vétfcs to the princefles, atted tragedy
with the brothers and fifters of the
king, and, while he taught them to
“declaim, led them to feel the beauties
of French poetry : for poetry ought to
be fpoken aloud; nor can it be under-
ftood, in a foreign tongue, by thofe
who are not in the habit of hear'ing it
recited by fpeakers; who can give it
that accent and force which are its cha-

rateriftics,

This, Voltaire called. the palace of
Alcina; but the enchantment was of
too thort duration. The men of lite-
rature, who had been longer at Berlin
than himfelf, were jealous of prefer-

€nce
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ence which was too confpicuous, efpe-
cially of that kind of independence-
which he preferved, that familiarity
which the. charms and brilliancy of his
wit gave him, and that art of mingling
truth with pancgyric and of impart-

ing to flattery the tone of jocular eafe.

La Métrie told Voltai;'e that the
king, to whom he was one day men-
tioning thofe marks of kindnefs he dif-
covered for his chamberlain, replied,
¢ T want him at prefent to revife my
works; but havingfucked the orange,
we throw away the rind.” When Vol-
taire heard this, the encantation was
over; and his mind felt that kind of

fufpicion’
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fufpicion which never fuffered him to
lofe figh of his proje& for efcaping.

-In the mean time the king was in-
formed that Voltmire, being prefled
by general Manftein t revife his
memoirs, had anfwered, ¢¢ The king
has fent me his dirty linen to wafh,
yours muft wait;” and chat, another
time, he had faid in a fit of ill humour,
pointing to fome poetical papers of the
king, lying on the table, ““ That man
is Cafar and the Abbé Cottin.”

Mutual inclination, however, a&ed
on the monarch and the philofopher.
Frederic faid, long after their fepara-

tion,
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tion, that he had never met with fo
amiable a man as Volzaire; and Vol
taire, notwithftanding his refentment
which never was entitely effaced, con-
fefled, that when Frederic thought
proper, he was the moft pleafing of
mankind. They likewife united in
their open contempt for prejudice and
fuperttition ; the pleafure they took in
making them the eternal obje@s of
their jefts, their common love for that
philofophy which is chearful and invit-
ing, and their mutual difpofition to
fearch and to feize on the ridicalous
in whatever pretended to fuperior gra-
vity, were the fame. Hence it fhould
have feemed that the ftorm muft have

ended
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ended in a calm, and that intereft and
pléafure’ muft have continued them in
friendthip ; but the jealoufy of Mau-

pertuis rendered thein irreconcilable.

Maupertuis, a man of much wit,
but not of too much learning, and of
fall lefs bhilofophy, was tormented by
that defire of fame which makes us
chufe trifling means when the great
are wanting, utter paradoxes when we
are unable to difcover truths, gene-
ralife formula when we cannot invent
them, and accumulate incongruities
when we are deficient in new ideas.
In Paris, he had been feen to leave

Jjhe company, or hide himfelf behind
- a {creen,
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a fcreen, when he could not continue
the principal fpeaker; and inlike man-
ner at Berlin, whether at the academy
of fciences or the table of the king, he _
would be the firft. He was indebted
to Voltaire for a great part of his repu-
tation, as well as for the honour of
being perpetual prefident of the aca-
demy of Berlin, and of exercifing au-

thority there in his majefty’s name..

Some jefts which Voltaire had indul+
ged in, when Maupertuis, following
the king to the army, was taken pri-
foner at the battle of Molwitz, had
angered him, and hé vented his com-
plaints with ill humour. Voltaire re-

turned



190 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE,

turned a friendly anfwer, and appeafed
him by writing four lines for his poi-
trait. Maupertuis, fome years after-
ward, took it much amifs that Voltaire
had not mentioned him in his difcourfe
when ele@ed to the French academy;
and the arrival of Voltaire at Berlin
completed his difguft. He faw him
the friend of the fovereign, in whofe
prefence he himfelf was bur a courtier ;
and beheld him giving leffons to the
man from whom he received orders.

Surrounded by enemies, and diffi-
deat of the continuance of royal friend.
fhip, Voltaire fecretly regretted, and

endea.
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endeavoured to. recover, his loft inde-
pendence. He thought proper to
employ a jew to transfer a part of his
property out of Pruffia. The jew be-
trayed his truft ; and, to revenge him-
{elf on Voltaire, who, having detetted
him, would not fuffer himfelf to be
robbed, he brought an abfurd aftion,
knowing that hatred is not difficult in
admitting evidence. The king, to
punifh his friesd for having attempted
to preferve his liberty and property,
pretended to believe him guilty, to
deliver him up to juftice, and even to
exclude him his prefence till the caufe
fhould be determined.

Voltaire’
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Voltaire addrefled himfelf to Mau~
pertuis, who had not yet openly tefti-
fied his fentiments, and requefted his
interference with the chief judge.
Ma.u"pertuis returned a haughty refu-
fal, and Voltaire perceived he had
another enemy. This ridiculous fuit,
at length, ended as it thould do; the
jew was condemned, and was pardoned
by Voltaire. The king then admitted
Voltaire once more, and added new
marks of refpe& to former kindnefs,

by beftowing on him a houfe near
Potfdam.

" 'The eyes of hatred, however, are
‘always open and watchful of opportu-
nity.
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nity. La Beaumelle, a proteftant, and
native of Languedoc, firft an appren-
tice to a gofpel minifter at Geneva,
and afterwards acting the French wit
in Denmark, being foon difmiffed from
Copenhagen, came to feek his fortune
at Berlin ; having no other title to fame
than that of having lately publithed 2
libel. He went to Voltaire, and pre-
fented the book to him, in which Vol-
taire himfelf was ill treated, and in
which the men of wit, who had been
invited into Pruffia, among whom he
was come to folicit a place, was com-
pared to apes or thefe dwarfs who had
formerly been maintained at certain
courts. Such a ridiculous overfight

Vor. L. o was
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was the momentary obje& of pleafantry
at the king’s fupper; but the jefts were
Yeported to La Beaumelle by Mauper-
tuis, who, charging them all to the
account of Voltaire, made La Beau-
melle his irreconcilable foe, ard fecured
to himfelf a tool, who aided his malice
by fhameful libels, without bringing
the chara&er of the prefident of the
academy in quettion.

Maupertuis wanted affiftance; he
had lately advanced the kaf pofible
afhion, as a new mechanical prin-
ciple, which was much controverted,
though the slluftrious Euler did it the

honour of defending it, and at the fame
x time
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time inftru&ted its author in its full
extent and true ufe. Koénig not only
oppofed it, but afferted it was not new,
and quoted the fragment of a letter
from L.eibnitz, in which it was con-
tained. Maupertuis, having learnt from
Koénig himfelf that he had only a copy
of the letter from Leibnitz, thought
proper formally to fummons him before
theacademy of Berlin, toproduce the ori-
ginal. Koénig anfwered that he obtained
his copy from the unfortunate Hienzi,
who had long fince been beheaded, for
having attempted to deliver the people
of the Canton of Bern from the tyranny:
of the fenate. The original was not to
be found among the remaining papers

O2 of
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of Hienzi, and the academy, from mo-
tives partly of fear and partly of mean-
nefs, declared Koénig unworthy of
the title of academician, and ftruck
him from their lift. Maupertuis feem-
ed not to have known that the general
voice of the learned only could beftow,
or takefrom him, the honour of making
a difcovery, that this opinion muft be
free and voluntary, and that any for-
mal a&, by rendering it fufpicious,
would but diminifh its authority.

Voltaire had been acquainted with
Koénig at Cirey, where he came to give
leflons in the doftrines of Leibnitz to

Madame du Chatelet. He had pre-
ferved
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ferved a degree of friendfhip for him,
though he had fometimes indulged
himfelf injefts to his difadvantage, dur-
ing his refidence in France. He did
not love Maupertuis, and hated per-
fecution, whatever form it might
affume to torment mankind ; he there-
fore openly took the part of Koénig,
and publifhed fome writiﬂgs, in which
reafon and juftice were feafoned by de-
licate and poignant wit. Maupertuis
engaged the vanity of the king in be-
half of the honour of his academy, and
prevailed on him to exat a promife
from Voltaire to ridicule neither it nor
its prefident. The promife was given,
but unfortunately the king, who had

O3 commanded
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commanded filence, imagined he him-
felf might fpeak. He wrote feveral hu-
mourous pieces, which, but with fome
fittle inequality, were partly againfl
Maupertuis, and partly againft Vol.
taire. The latter imagined that the
king, by this conduét, had releafed him
from his promife, and that the privi-
lege of being the only one who thould
laugh was not included in the royal
prerogative. He, therefore, profited by
a general permiffion which he had for-
merly obtained, and fent his Akakia
to the prefs, in which Maupertuis was
devoted to eternal ridicule.

The king laughed. He had little
affection, and defs efteem for Mauper-

tuis ;
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tuis ; yet, jealous of his own authorizy,
he caufed this jpiece of humour to be
burnt by the hangman. This is a
mode of vengeance which it is rather
fingular that a philofophic king {hould

borrow from the inquifition.

The infulted Voltaire fent the mo-
narch his crofs, his key, and the patent
for his penfion, with the four follow-
ing lines—

Te les regu avec tendroffe,
Fe les renvaie avec douleur ;

Comme un amant, dans fa jaloufe ardeur,
Rend le portrait de fa maitreffe *.

* Thefe gifts F took, with joy of heart,
From them with grief, as great, I past;
The jealous lover, thus, retarns

:  Her gifts, for whom his bofom burns.



200 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

He fighed for freedom, but he could
not obtain this by fending back what
he at firlt had called jplendid baubles,
but which he ever afterward named
marks of flavery. He wrote from
Berlin, where he was ill, for permiffion
to depart. The king, who wifhed to
humble but not to lofe him, fent him
fome bark, but no permiffion. He
again wrote that it was neceffary he
fhould go and drink the waters of
Plombiers ; he was anfwered, thofe of

Silefia were equally falutary.

Voltaire, at length, thought proper
Jo afk to fee his majefty, flattering him-
felf that by his prefence he could

awaken
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awaken fentiments which were rather

wounded than extin&.

The baubles he had formerly pofiefi-
ed were returned to him. He haftened
to Potfdam, faw the king, and a few
moments produced a total change.
Familiarity revived, former chearful-
nefs was recovered even at the expence
of Maupertuis, and Voltaire obtained
permiffion to go to Plombiers, on giv-
ing his promife to return. 'This pro-
mife was not, perhaps, very fincere,
but it was lefs obligatory than one
given between equals; the hundred
and fifty thoufand men, who guarded
the Pruffian frontiers would not fuffer

it
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it to be confidered as given with entire
freedom.

Voltaire haftened to Leipfic, where
he made fome ftay, to recover his
ftrength, which had been exhaufted
by this long perfecution. Maupertuis
fent him a ridiculous challenge, the
enly effect of which was, that it opened
a new fource to his inexhauftible plea.
fantry. From Leipfic he went to vifit
the Duchefs of Saxe-Gotha, a princefs,
who cultivated letters, loved philo-
fophy, and was fuperior to prejudice.
At her requeft he there began his Agp-
nals df the Empire.

From
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From Gotha, he departed for Plom-
biers; and took the road to Frank-
fort. Maupertuis was determined on
revenge; his challenge had been unfuc-
cefsful, and the libels of La Beaumelle
he thought infufficient. This his con-
temptible fecond had been obliged to
quit Berlin, after a ridiculous adven-
ture and fome weeks imprifonment.
Hc had fled to Gotha with a chamber-
maid, who had robbed the miftrefs the
had left; his-libels had driven him
from Frankfort; and he had fcarcely
arrived at Paris before he was thrown
into the Baftile. The prefident of the
academy at Berlin had therefore to feck
another avenger. He embittered the

ill
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ill humour of the king. The flownefs
with which Voltaire travelled, his ftay
at Gotha, and a confiderable annuity
for the lives of himfelf and his neice
' Madame Denis purchafed of the Duke
of Wirtemberg, all fpoke his deter-
mination of never returning to Pruffia,
and he had taken with him a copy of
the poetical works of the king, which

were then only known to the wits of

the court.

A fear was excited in Frederic’s
mind that a f{pecies of vengeance, terri-
blg even to aroyal poet, would betaken.

. It was poffible, at leaft, that Voltaire
,X’i’hbuld imagine he had a right to re-
claim
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claim the verfes he had given, and to
fpecify thofe he had correted. The
king gave a knave, whom he kept'in
his pay at Frankfort to purchafe or
kidnap men for -him, an order to ar-
reft Voltaire, and not to releafe him till
he fhould have yielded up his crofs,
his key, and the grant of his penfion,
together with the poems which Freitag
called ¢ the work of Pogfbys of the king
his mafter.” Thefe volumes had unfor-
tunately been left at Leipfic, and Vol-
taire was kept in clofe confinement for
three weeks. Madame Denis his neice,
who had come to meet him, was treat-
ed with like rigour. Guards were plac-
ed at the door, and a foldier continued

in
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in each of their chambers who never
fuffered them to leave his fight, fuch
fears were entertained leaft the work of
Poefys thould efcape. This precious
pledge was at length reftored to Frei-
tag, and Voltaire was releafed ; but not
kowtver till he had been obliged to
beftow money on certain adventurers
who took that opportunity to com-
mence litigious fuits: having efcaped

from Frankfort he went to Colmar.

The King of Prufia, athamed of
his ridiculous anger, difavowed the
proceedings of Freitag, but he had fo
#euch morality as not to punifh him for
hiving obeyed. 1t is ftrange.that a
. city,
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city, calling itfelf free, fhould fuffer a
foreign power to commit fuch vexations
within its walls; but freedom and in-
dependence are to the feeble mere
words.  During the period of his
friendthip for Voltaire, Frederic, in
the tranfports of enthufiafm, has often
kifled his hands; and Voltaire, after
his imprifonment, comparing the two
periods, faid to his friends—<¢ He has
a hundred times kiffed the hand he fo

lately manacled.”

The only work he publifhed at Ber-
lin was the age of Louis XIV. which is
the {ole hiftory of that reign, which can
be read. On the authority of the old

courtiers
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courtiers of Louis XIV. or of thofe who
had lived in intimacy with them, he
there relates a fmall number of anec-
dotes feletted with difcernment, and
fuch as ferve to paint the fpirit and
charaller of the perfons of the age.
Political and military events are given
in a rapid, interefting manner ; the
pi¢ture abounds with bold ftrokes. In
fome chapters, he recounts the attempts
which Louis XIV.madefor theimprove-
ment of thelawsand finances, and for the
encouragement of trade and induftry;
and we ought to pardon Voltaire for
having, B this occafion, followed the
opinions of the moft enlightened men

of
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of his own times, inftéd of that know-
ledge which did not then exift.

His chapters on Calvinifm, Janfen-
ifm, Quietifm, and the difpute on the
Chinefe ceremonies, are models of the
manner in which a prudent friend of
truth ought to treat thefe maladies {o
difgraceful to man, when the number
or the power of the difeafed is fuch as
to make it neceffary gently to raife the
veil which conceals their deformity.
We have only to reproach him with
too much feverity againft the Calvinifts,
whofe enormities proceeded from felf-
defence, and whofe crimes were but a
kind of reprifal of juridical murders

Vor. L. P ;:otu-
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committed on Wlm in certain pro-

vinces.

The difcoveries made in the fcien-
ces, and the progrefs of the arts, Vol-
taire related with clearnefs, precifion,
and impartiality ; and his decifions
continually appeared dictated by a free
and found mind, and a mild indulgent
philofophy.

The catalogue of the writers of the
age of Louis XIV. was an original
thought. It had never before entered
the im#fination, thus, by a trait ora
few lines, to paint men of literature,

ﬂ‘xlofophers, and poets, without dry-
nefs
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nefs or affeGation, with tafte feldom

miftaken, and accuracy ever poignant.

The work brought foreign nations
acquainted with Louis XIV. among
whom he had been disfigured by a
multitude of libels, and taught them
to refpet a people whom they had pre.
vioufly viewed through the falfe medi-
um of prejudice, jealoufy, and hatred.
The countrymen of Voltaire were lefs
indulgent. Such as were flaves from
condition or charatter were highly of-
fended that a Frenchman fhould dare
to difcover follies in Louis XIV. Pre-
judiced people were angry at the frees
dom with which he treated the mifs

P2 takes
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takes of generals, and the defefts of
great writers ; and others, who in fome
refpects were more juft, reproached
him with too much indulgence or en-
thufiafm. But hiftory is never impar-
tially judged in the country to which
it relates, the decifions of whofe inha-
bitants are continually perverted by

jarring interefts and pre-conceived falfe

ideas.

Voluaire pafled near two years in
Alfatia, during which he publifhed his
Annals of the Empire, the only chro-
nologic qfpridgement which can be read
without wearinefs, becaufe it is written

xﬁ rapid ftyle and abounds with phi-
lofophic
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lofophic dedutions, expreffed . with
energy. Thus Voltaire has givcn. a
model of that kind of writing, the
merit and utility of which his friend-
thip for the Prefident Hénault induced

him to exaggerate.

He thought, at firft, of fettling in
Alfatia; but, unfortunately, the Jefuits
attempted to convert him, and, not fuc-
ceeding, began todiffeminate calumniat-
ing rumours which befpoke perfecution.
Voltaire endeavoured to obtain not per-
miffion to return to Paris, for this he
had never been forbidden, but an af-
furance that he fhould not be difagree-
able to the court. He knew France

Ps too
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too well not to be fenfible that, odious
as he was by his love of truth to all
powerful bodies, he muft foon become
the objec of their perfecution, would
the court fuffer him to be opprefied.

The anfwer was not to his fatisfac-
tion. Voltaire found himfelf unpro-
tected in his own country, though his
name fupported its honour, at that time
degraded throughout Europe by ridi-
culous quarrels concerning Billets of
Confeffion ; and at the very moment
when, by his publication of the Age of
Louis the XVth, he had ereted a mo-
nument €3 its glory. He determined
to%o and drink the waters of Aix, in

' Savoy.
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Savoy. Pafling through Lyons, Car-
dinal de Tengin, famous for the conver-
fion of Lafs and the council of Embrun,
informed him he could not invite him
to dinner, becaufe Voltaire was out of
favour at court. But the inhabitants of
that opulent city, in which the {pirit of
trade has not effaced the love of letters,
recompenfed him for the politic incivil-
ity of their archbithop." He there re-
ceived thofe honours which public en-
thufiafm pays to genius. His pieces
were played before him, amid the loud
acclamations of a people, inebriated
with the joy of poflefling the man to
whom they were indebted for fuch dig-
nified pleafures. But he durft not fix

P4 his
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his abode at Lyons; the condu& of
the Cardinal informed him he was not

far enough from his enemies.

Paffing through Geneva, to confult
with Tronchin, the beauty of the
country, the equality which appeared
to prevail there, the advantage of be-
ing out of France, and in a city where
French was the language of the peo-
ple, the frecdom of thought which was
greater than in a monarchial or ca-
tholic country, and the liberty of the
the prefs, founded indeed lefs on the
laws than on the interefts of trade, all
deterqued him to fix his retreat in that

pla,cc.
But
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But he foon perceived that a city in
which the pedantic and auftere fpirit
of Calvin had taken deep root, where
the vanity of imitating ancient repub-
lics, and the jealoufy of the poor againft
the rich had eftablifhed fumptuary laws,
where theatrical exhibitions offended
both Calviniftic fanaticifim, and repub-
lican rigour, would to him neither be
a fafe nor an agreeable refidence. He
determined to procurea place of refuge
in the territories of Geneva againft Ca-
tholic perfecution, and a retreat in
France againft puritanical gloom, and
accordingly to live alternately at Tour-
ney, fince called Ferney, in France,
and the Delices at the gates of Geneva.

Here
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Here he fixed his abode with Ma-
dame Dennis his niece ; who, being a
widow without children, was free to in-
dulge her friendfhip for her uncle, and
toacknowledge the kindnefs with which
he had rendered her circumftances eafy.
She took on herfelf the charge of his
. domeftic affairs; and, to increafe his
tranquillity, by relieving him fromfuch
fatiguing trifles. This was the only aid
he received ; labour was to him an in-
exhauftible fource of enjoyment; and

freedom vras all he wanted to render

his moments happy.

Hitherto, we have written the tem-

peftuous life of a philofophic poet,
whofe
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whofe love for truth, and whofe inde-
pendence of character had occafioned
him more enemies than friends, who
gave no reply to their malice except by
epigrams which were either witty or
dreadfully fevere, and whofe condutt
had more frequently been guided by
the fenfations of the moment than the
refult of any plan which reafon had

formed.

In his prefent retircment, removed
from illufion and whatever could ex-
cite momentary or perfonal paffion,
we fhall fee him yield entirely to his
prevailing and inceffant love of fame,
to the ftill more potent neceflity his

mind
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mind felt of being produétive, and to
his zeal for the deftruttion of preju-
dice, which was indeed the moft pow-
erful and ative of all the {enfations he
felc. This peaceful life, feldom dif-
turbed, and then by the threats
of perfecution, rather than perfecu-
tion itfelf, we fhall fee adorned not
only, like his youth, by the exercife
of private benevolence, a quality com-
mon to all men whofe hearts have not
been hardened and minds corrupted
by misfortune or vanity, but by thofe
alts of enlightened and bold benevo-
lence,, which, while they relieve the
fufferings of certain individuals, are of
fervice to the whole human race.

| And
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And hence it was that, indignant to
behold a corrupt minifter purfue the
the unfortunate Byng to death that he
might conceal his own errors and flat-
ter the pride of the Englith populace,
Voltaire, in order to refcue this inno-
cent victim from the Machiavelian arts
of Pitt, employed every means which
genius and compaffion could infpire,
and fingly raifed his voice againtt in-
Jjuftice ; while aflonithed Europe in fi-
lience faw fuch an example of atrocity
worthy of the moft barbarous times,
which England dared to give in this
age of humanity and knowledge.

The firft work he fent from his re-

treat was the Orphan of China, a tra-
gedy
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gedy written during his refidence n
Alfatia, at a time when he hoped he
might have been allowed to live at
Paris, and was defirous of theatrical
fuccefs to fecure his friends and impofe

filence on his foes.

In the commencement of the tragic
art, poets were certain of aftonifthing
the mind by giving to their charaters
{entiments contrary to nature, and by
facrificing the true feelings of the heart
to the more uncommon love of fame,
exaggerated patriotifm, and devoted-
nefs to princes.

As reafon, at fuch a period, is even
inferior to tafte, vulgar opinion feconds

fuch
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fuch as employ thofe means, or are
feduced by them. Leontine necef-
farily infpires admiration ; and the
haughtinefs of his charater induces
an audience, who idolize their king, to
pardon him the facrifice of his fon.
But when means like thefe, of produc-
ing effefts by a departure from natuve,
begin to be exhaufted, and when art
improves, the poet is then obliged to
write more conformably to reafon, and
feek refources in nature herfelf. Yet,
fach is the force of habit, the facrifice
of Zamti, founded indeed on more
dignified and powerful motives than
that of Leontine, expiated by tears and
regret, feduced the fpeGators.
Aftonith
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Aftonithment only was excited at
the firft -reprefentation of the Orphan,
by the following truly philofophic

lines :

La Natare et P Hymen, woils les bois premizres,
Les dewoirs, les liens des nations entiéres ;

Ces lois iennent des dicux, le refie off des bumains®.

The audience hefitated, and the voice
of nature needed the aid of refletion
in order to be heard. Thus can a
great poet fometimes decide the mind
between ancient errors and truths,
which, to vanquifh wavering yet fill
oppofing prejudice, is obliged to wait
for new fupport. Men often dare not
« Nature and Hymen firft gave laws to earth;
Their origin divine, the reft is human all.

confefs
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confefs to- themfelves - that flow pro-
grefs which reafon makes in their |
minds ; but they are ready to follow
her when, appearing in a ftrong and
effetive mannet, they are obligeds to
acknowledge her prefence. Thus,
thefe fame verfes have fince been con-
tinually heard with tranfport, and Vol-
taire enjoyed the pleafure of having

avenged nature.

This play is the triumph of virtie
over power, and of the laws over arms.
Till then, Mahomet excepted, no poet
had fuccefsfully made one of thefe men,
whofe fame appears awful, and whofe
characters prefent the piture of ex-

Voi. L. Q traordinary
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traordinary ftrength of foul, in love
without degradation. Voltaire, a fe-
cond time conquered this difficulty ;
the love of Gengis Khan is interrefting
in defpight of the violence and feroci-
ty of his charalter, becaufe it is true
and impaffioned, becaufe it wrefts from
him a confeffion of the vacancy his
heart felt amid all his power, and be-
caufe he at laft facrifices his love to
fame, and his thirft of conqueft to the
charms, before unknown to him, of

pacific virtues.

The repofe of Voltaire was foon dif-
turbed by the publication of the Maid
of Orleans. This poem, in which li-

1 centioufnefs
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centioufnefs and philofophy are com-
bined, and truth affumes the mafk of
{atiric and voluptuous humour, was be-
gun about the year 1730, but had never
been finifhed. The author had intruft-
ed what he had written of it only to a
few of his friends, and to fome princes.
The rumour of its exiftence had brought
down menace on him ; and, by not
finithing it, he took the fureft means
to avoid the dangerous temptation of
making it public. Copies unfortu-
nately got abroad, one of which fell
into inimical and felfith hands, and the
work appeared not only with fuch de-
fects as the author had left, but with
lines added by the editors full of grofl-

Q2 nefs
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nefs and il tafte, and with fatiric traits
which might endanger the fafety of
Voltaire. The defire of gain, the plea-
fure of attributing their own wretched
verfes to a great poet, and the more
malignant pleafure of expofing him to
perfecution, were the motives of this
a& of infidelity, the honour of which
was divided between l2 Beaumelle and
the Ex Capuchin Maubert.

TFhey fucceeded only fo far as to
trouble that repofe for amoment which
they withed to deftroy. His friends
evaded the perfecution, by proving the
work to be fpurious, and the hatred

of
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of the editors ferved him whom it

meant to wound, -

This, however, obliged ¥oltaire to
finith the poem, and prefent a work to
the world, at which the author of Ma-
homet and the age of Louis XIV. need
not bluth. The work excited lively
feelings of enthufiafm in a numerous
clafs of readers, while the foes of Vol-
taire affected to decry it as unworthy
of a philofopher, and almoft as a ble-
mifh on the writings and the life of a
poet.

But, if it be ufeful to render fu- |

perftition ridiculous in the eyes of

Q3 men
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men addicted to voluptuoufnefs, and
by the very weaknefs which hurries
them into difﬁpatiofx deftined fome
time to become the unfortunate vic-
tims or the dangerous tools of this vile
tyrant of men, if affeGtation of aufteri-
ty in manners, if the exceflive value
attached to their purity, be ferviceable
only to hypocrites who, wearing the
matk of chaftity, may neglett every
other virtue, and caft a {acred viel over
the moft pernicious vices of fociety,
fuch as.intolerance and perfecution, if
accuftoming the world to regard thofe
errors from which men of honour and
confcience are not exempt as crimes,
the power of that dangerous fect, who
' govern
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govern and difturb the world be ex-
tended over the pureft minds by their
having exclufively rendered themfelves
the interpreters of celeftial juftice, we
fhall then only behold in the author of
the Maid of Orleans the foe of hypo-
crify and fuperftition,

Voltaire himfelf, when fpeaking of
la Fontaine, has well remarked that
works, in which voluptuoufnefs and
humour are mingled, amufe without
heating or feducing the imagination.
And if fuch works be fources of plea-
fure to the fancy, which lighten the
uneafy moments of life, diminifhed the

misfortunes of privation,unbend a mind

Q4 fatigued
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fatigued by labour, and fill up mo-
ments in which the weary and funken
foul can neither aét nor meditate with
effe®, wherefore robmenaof anaid which
nature prefents > Whut will be the
effect of fuch reading > No other than
that of difpofing men to more mild-
nefs and indulgence. It was not fuch
books that Gérard or Clement read ;
or that the {couts of Cromwell carried
in the pommels of their faddles.

Two works very different in them-
felves appeared at the fame epoch:
the poem on Natural Law, and the
poem of the Deftruétion of Lifbon. Tq
difplay morals, the principles of which

reafon
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reafon teaches all men, which are fanc-
tioned by their hearts, and which re-
morfe informs them it is their duty to
prattice; to fhew that thefe are the
principles which God, the common fa-
ther of men, alone could impart, fince
they alone are uniform ; to prove that
the duty of individuals is ﬁxutudly to
pardon their miftakes, and that of
fovereigns to prevent the pernicious
tendency of thofe vain opinions which
fanaticifm and hypocrify fupport, by
wifely treating them all with indiffer-
ence ; fuch is the purport of the poem
on Natural Law.

This work, the fineft which man
ever confecrated to the Deity, excited
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the anger of the devotees, who called
it the poem of Natural Religion;
though religion is only mentioned in
order to appofe intolerance, and though
there is no fuch a thing as natural re-
ligion. It was burnt by the parliamens
of Paris, which began to be terrified,
a8 well at the progrefs of reafon as at
that of Molinifm., Under the condu&,
at this period, of men who were either
blinded by pride or falfe policy, it
»magined it would be more eafy to im-
pede the advancement of knowledge
than 10 merit the applaufe of the en-
tightened. It felt not the want icfelf
had of the goad opinion of the public ;
it snifconftrued thofe who were to be

is
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its guides, and declared itfelf the enc-
my of men letters, at that precife mo-
ment when the fuffrage of thefe men in
France, and even over all Europe, be~

gan to acquire influence.

However the poem of Voltaire,
which has fince been commented on in
various celebrated books, is ftill that
in which the connexion between mora-
lity and the being of a God is moft
clearly demonftrated. Thirty years
later and the book which was burnt as
impious would almoft have appeared a
work of religion.

In the poem on the Deftru@ion of
Lifbon, Voltaire indulged thofe fenti-

ments
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ments of terror and melancholy which
this dreadful accident infpired. He
led the tranquil feét of Optimifts amid
thefe fearful ruins, combated their
cold and puerile do&trine with the in-
digna{tion of a philofopher deeply fen-
fible of the fufferings of mankind, ex-
pofed the difficulties on the origin of
evil in their full force, and avowed it
3s impoflible for them to be folved by

man.

This poem, in which at the age of
more than fixty the mind of Voltaire,
warmed by a love of humanity, dif-
plays all the ftrength and fire of youth,

+was not the only work in which he
oppofed
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oppofed Optimifm. He publithed
€andide, the firft of philofophic ro-
mances ; which fpecies of writing he
brought from England, and added to
its perfetion. It is a kind of compo-
fition which appears eafy of execution,
but it requires an uncommon talent;
that of expreffing by a jeft, a flight of
the fancy, or by the incidents of the
romance, the refult of profound philo-
fophy, without ceafing to be natural,
pleafing, and accurate. Hence it is
neceffary to fele fuch effects as need
neither developement nor proef, and
at once to avoid common place unwor-
thy of repetition, and abftraction which
is too deep or too new, and which is

not
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not adapted to the multitude : that is,
it is neceffary to be, without appearing

to be, a philofopher.

We may add, few books of philofo-
phy are more ufeful. Such romances
arc read by frivolous men, whom the
very name of philofopher difgufts or
renders gloomy, and who, however,
it is requifite fhould be freed from pre-
judice, and made the opponents of
the herd who are interefted ia its de-
fence. The human race would be
condemned to cternal error if, to frec
them fr@ it, it were neceflary to ftudy
and underftand the proofs of truth.
* Farupately the native intelligence of
the
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the mind is fufficient for the compre-
hending of thofe fimple truths which
are the moft effential. It is therefore
fufficient to difcover fome means of
fixing the attention of the indoleat,
and of engraving thefe truths in their
memory ; and this is the great ufe of
philofophic romances, and the merit
of thofe in which Voltaire has alike

furpafied his imitators and his models.

Candide was foon followed by a free
tranflation of the book of Ecclefiaftes,
and a part of the fong of Solomon.

Madame de Pompadour had been
perfuaded that it would be profoundly
politic
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politic for her to affume the mafk -of
devotion, by which fhe might fhield
herfelf from the fcruples and incon-
flancy of the king; and at the fame
time calm the hatred of the people.
8he withed to make Voltaire an actor
in this farce. The duke de la Valiere
propofed to him to tranflate the Pfalms,
the baok of Proverbs, Solomon’s fong,
and the Ecclefiaftes. The edition was
to have been printed at the Louvre,
and the author to have returned to
Paris:gpder the protection of the reli-
gious favorite. But Voltaire could
ni aét the hypocrite, not even to be
Jmnde ¢ cardinal, fome hopes of which

m.&‘?’ en him about this time. Such
propofals
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propofals generally come too late ;-and
were they made in time the policy of
them would not be very certain. " He
who muft be a dangerous enemy might
become a ftill more dangerous ally.
Let us fupl;ofc Calvin or Luther called
to the purple, when they might have
accepted the dignity without difgrace,
and let us imagine what would have
been the confequence. The baubles
of vanity do not fatiate fouls impelled
by the ambition of reigning over the
minds of men ; they do but fupply new

arms.

Voltaire, however, was tempted to
make effays in tranflation ; not to re.
Vor. 1. R cover
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cover his religious repute, but to ex-
ercift himfelf in another fpecies of com-
pofition. When they appeared, the
devout imagined he only had intended
“to parody that which he had tranflated,
and exclaimed it was fhameful. They
did not imagine that Voltaire had
foftened and purified the text; that
his Ecclefiaftes had lefs of the doétrine
of materialifm than the original; and
that his {ong of fongs was lefs indecent
than the facred text. Thefe works
were thergfore once more burnt, for
which Voltaire avenged himfelf by a
fatiric and humourous letter, in which
“he mocked at the hypocrify of morals,
‘the peculiar vice of the modern nations

2 of
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of Europe, which has contributed
more than is imagined to deftroy that
energy of chara&er by which the anci-

ents were diftinguifhed.

In 1757, the firft edition of his
works, actually made under his own
infpettion, was printed. He revifed
it with rigorous attention, feletted
fome of his numerous fugitive pieces
with feverity, but with judgment, and
added his immortal Effay on the Man-

ners and Spirit of Nations,

Voltaire had long complained that
among the moderns efpecially, the
hiftory of a country was that of its

R 2 kingﬁ,
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kings, or its chiefs; that it fpoke only
of wars, treaties, and civil commo-
fions; and that the hiftory of morals,
arts, {ciences, legiflation, and politi-
‘cal government, had been almoft for-
gotten. Thofe very ancients in whofc
writings we find moft of morals, and
internal politics, have only in general
added, to the hiftory of wars, that of
i)opular factions. We imagine, while
we read fuch hiftorians, that the human
"‘r‘nce ‘was created only to exhibit the
political or military talents of a few
individuals; and that the objett of fo-
cigily i®not the happinefs of the fpecies,
,;&ut the pleafure of having revolutions
?t‘o rcg;ﬂ s or to relate, )

Voltaire
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Voltaire formed the plan of a hif-
tory which fhould contain all that was
moft important for men to know: fuch
as the effedts produced on the peace
and happinefs of nations, their preju-
dices, knowledge, virtues, and vices,
and the cuftoms and the arts of differ-

ent ages.

He chofe the period from Charle-
magpne to the prefent century; but, not
confining himfelf folely to European
nations, he interefted and inftructed
the reader by an abridged retrofpe& of
the ftate of the other parts of the globe;
the revolutions they had undergone,

R 3 and
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and the opinions by which they had

been governed.

* It was to reconcile Madame du Cha-
telet to the ftudy of hiftory, that he
had undertaken this immenfe labour,
which obliged him to read books of
etudition, fuch as would have bcen
fuppofed incompatible with the liveli-
nefs of his fancy, and the aéivity of
his mind, The fuppofition that he
fhould ferve the human race fupported
him, and erudition was not dull to a
man Who, having the fagacity to dete
and‘amufe himfelf with the ridiculous,
ﬁymd an -in%xhauftible fource of this

n
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in the {peculative or pra&ical doétrines
of our anceftors; and in the follies of
thofe who have tranfmitted or com-
mented on them, while admiring them
cither with fincerity or hypocrify

equally laughable.

Such a work could pleafe none but
philofophers. It was accufed of being
frivolous, becaufe it was clear, and
read without labour ; and of being in-
accurate, becaufe there are fome errors
of names and dates difcoverable in it,
which in themfelves are things abfo-
lutely indifferent.  Yet it has been
proved, by the very reproaches of his
bittereft critics, shat, in a hiftory fo

Ry extenfive
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extenfive, no writer was ever more
exa®. He was often taxed with pai-
tiality, becaufe he exclaimed aganft
thofe prejudices which pufillanimuty or
meannefs had too long refpefted ; and
it is eafy to fhew that, far fiom exagge-
rating the crimes of facerdotal defpo-
tifin, he has rather diminifhed their
number, and foftened their atrocity.
In fine, it was taken amifs that, in a
piGture of the wickednefs and folly of
man, he has fometimes indulged in
ftrokes of pleafantry ; and that he has
not always fpoken ferioufly of human
extravaganceg as if that which is often
dapgeraus ceafed therefore to be ab-

.
Thefe
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Thefe prejudices, which it was the
interelt of powerful bodies to diffemi-
nate, are not yet eradicated. The habit
of generally fecing dulnefs and pre-
cifion combinced, and, by the fide of
critical decifion of finding the infipid
fcaffolding on which it was reared, has
given birth to the other habit of think-
ing nothing accurate which is not pe-
dantic. We are accuftomed to fee
gloomy ftupidity accompany hiftorical
precifion ; as we fce men of certain
profeflions always clothed in black.
But men of genius derive no fatisfac-
tion from a merit which fools can claim
as cafily as themfelves; and this merit
they are fuppofed not to poﬂ'éfs , becaufe

' they
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fhey aléne forbear to vaunt of it. The
Travels of the young Anachayfis will per-
haps efface this too commonly received

opinion.

But the effay of Voltaire will ever
remain, to men of reafon, a work de-
lightful by the choice of its materials,
by the rapidity of its ftyle, by that
love of truth and humanity which is
<onfpicuous in every page, and by the
art of prefenting contrafted pictures,
and unexpefted fimilarities, without
‘ceafing o be eafy and natural ; as well
as by deducing, in language ever fim-
ple, grand confequences, and making

’ nd refleitions.  The author has
not
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not given the hiftory of ages, but that
which we wifh to remember of hiftory;
that which the mind delights to re-
collect.

Few books would be more ufeful,
in a rational plan of education. While
we read the fats, we here are taught
the art of judging them truly, of exer-
cifing the native independence of the
mind, without which man is but the
fervile inftrument of prejudice, and of
contemning fuperftition, fearing fana-
ticifm, detefting intolerance, and hat-
ing tyranny, without ceafing to love
peace, and that mildnefs of manners
which is as neceflary to the happinefs

of
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of mankind as is the wifdom of legifla-

tion itfelf.-

Hithcrto, in private or public edu-
cation, which alike are guided by pre-
judice, youth have ftudied hiftory as
disfigured by vile or fuperftitious com-
‘pilers ; and though, fince the publica-
tion of the effay of Voltaire, two men,
the Abbé de Condillac and the Abbé
Millot, have merited not to be num-
‘bered in this clafs, yet, reftrained by
their fituation, they have left the read-
er too m\Eh to divine: in order to
underftand them, we ought not to have

any feed of their inftruttion.

This
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This work placed Voltaire in: ~thé.
clafs of original hiftorians; and he has
the honour of having effected a revolu-
tion in the manner of writing hiftory,
by which England indeed has hitherto
only profited. Hume, Robertfon, Gib-
bon,and Watfon, may, in fome refpetts,
be confidered as his fcholars. The
hiftory of Voltaire has another advan-
tage : which is, that it may be taught
in England as well as in Ruffia, and
in Virginia as confiftently as at Bern or
Venice. He has inferted none but fuch
truths as every fpecies of government
may adopt. He only requires that hu-
man reafon fhould have the right of
improving itfelf ; that the citizen fhould

enjoy
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enjoy his natural freedom; and that
the laws fhould be mild and the re-
ligion tolerant, He addrefles himfelf
to all mankind; and fays nothing which
may not enlighten them all, without
offence to any of thofe opinions which
are fo conneéted with the conflitution
and individual intereft of a country as
not to yicld to reafon, till fuch time as
the deftruction of more general error
thall have rendered the approach of
truth lefs difficult.

In this editio® Voltaire had prefix-
ed to his fugitive pieces of poetry an
epiftle addrefled to his houfe of the De-

lices; or, rather, it was an ode to liberty,
and
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and fufficed to anfwer thofe who, inthe
height of their ariftocratic zeal, had
accufed him of being the enemy of li-
berty. In thefe pieces, in which re-
fined gaiety, delicate feeling, and
gallantry fucceflively appear, Voltaire
fought not to be a poet; yet every
fpecies of poetic beauty flowed from
his pen when he thought not of themj;
he did not endeavour to difplay philo-
fophy, yet throughout the whole is to
be found whatever is fuited to the {ub-
jeét, to the fituation, and the charac-
ters. In fuch poetic effufions, as in
romances, the philofophy of the work
fhould appear lefs extenfive than the
philofophy of the author. It is with

. thefe
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enjoy his natural freedom; and that
the laws thould be mild and the re-
ligion tolerant, He addreffes himfelf
to all mankindj and fays nothing which
may not enlighten them all, without
offence to any of thofe opinions which
are fo conneéted with the conftitution
and individual intereft of a country as
not to yield to reafon, till fuch time as
the deftru&tion of more general error
fhall have rendered the approach of
truth lefs difficult.

. In this editioM Voltaire had prefix-
ed to his fugitive pieces of poetry an
epiftle addrefled to his houfe of the De«
lices; or, 'rather, it was an ode to liberty,

and
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and fufficed to anfwer thofe who, inthe
height of their ariftocratic zeal, had
accufed him of being the enemy of li-
berty. In thefe pieces, in which re-
fined gaiety, delicate feeling, and
gallantry fucceffively appear, Voltaire
fought not to be a poet; yet every
fpecies of poetic beauty flowed from
his pen when he thought not of them;
he did not endeavour to difplay philo-
fophy, yet throughout the whole is to
be found whatever is fuited to the fub-
Jject, to the fituation, and the charac-
ters. In fuch poetic effufions, as in
romances, the philofophy of the work
fhould appear lefs extenfive than the
philofophy of the author, It is with.

thefe
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thefe writings as with elementary books
which cannot be well written if the
author’s knowledge does not embracs
more than that which they contain; and
-therefore, although thefe works are re-
‘garded as frivolous, thofe of them
which ftand in the firft rank are pro-

duced only by men of a fuperior mind.

. ‘This fame year was the epoch of a
reconciliation between Voltaire and
his royal difciple; the Auftrians, al-
ready in the heart of Silefia, were on
the point of completing the conqueft
of it; a French army was on the fron-
tiers of Brandenbourgh ; the Ruffians,
mafters of Pruffia, threatened to over«

.runp
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run Pomerania and the marches. The
Pruffian monarchy feemed to be dn.
nihilated; and the prince, who had
been the author of its fplendour, ap-
peared to have no other refource than
to inter himfelf beneath its ruins, and
to preferve his glory by perithing in the

moment of a vitory.

The Margravefs of Bareith tenderly
loved her brother, the deftru&ion of
her houfe afflited her, fhe faw how
greatly France oppofed her own inter-
efts while fhe lavifhed her blood and
treafures to fecure the fovereignty of
Germany to the houfe of Auftria; but
the French minifter had fuffered fron’l

Vor. L. S a verfe
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a verfg of the King of Pruffia, nor
could the Marchionefs de Pompadour
pardon his having feigned an ignor-
ance of her political exiftence, and
care had been taken to fend to her al-
fo fome verfes which had fallen into the
hand of the minifter of the Eleétor of
Saxony, through the treachery of a
perfon employed to copy them. How-
ever there was a peceflity of negociat-
ing with enemies, embittered by per-
fonal infults, and at the very moment
in which they thought themfelves fe-
cure of an ealy vitory. The margra-
vefs had recourfe to Voltaire, who ad-
drefled himfelf to the Cardinal de
Tengin, knowing that this minifter,

-. I forgotten
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forgotten fince the death of Fleury
who employed while he défpifed him,
had preferved a private correfpondence
with the king. Tengin wrote; but the
.only anfwer he received was the order
of the minifter for foreign affairs to reject
the negociationby a letter, of whichthey
had even fent him a copy. The aged
politician, who would not formerly in-
vite Voltaire to his table in deference to
the court, could not banifh his chagrin
when he found that he had offended
the court by his complaifance to Vol-
taire; and it fhortened his days. In
his youth, more perilous adventures
had only ferved to animate his talent

for intrigue, becaufe then hope fuftain-
S2 ed



260 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

ed him, an& he was among the number
of men \’wh.o find in power and rank a
confolation for fhame ; but, in this af-
“fair, he beheld the laft thread deftroyed

which connected him with royal power.

Voltaire commenced another nego-
ciation, through the medium of the
Marechal de Richelieu, but it was
-equally fruitlefs. A third, fome years
latter, was fo far fuccefsful as to obtain
"the confent of M. de Choifeul to re-
ceive a fecret envoy from the King of
Pruffia. This envoy was difcovered by
:'tha'k" agents of the emprefs queen, and
pithcr through ‘the inconftancy of the
Frm'hmlmﬁer or that M. de Choifeul
had
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had atted without confulting Madame
de Pompadour, he was arrefted and his
papers fearched : a violation of the law
of nations which is forgotten in the
multitude of inferior crimes which po-

liticians commit without remorfe.

During this period, fo dangerous
and fo glorious to the King of Pruffia,
Voltaire appeared at one time to re-
aflume his former influence over the
monarch, at another to preferve no-
thing but the remembrance of the af-
fair of Frankfort; and it was then that
he wrote thofe remarkable Memoirs#
ﬁf: We have added them as an appendix to this

S3 in
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in which neither good humour nor
juftice are loft in the lively recollettion
of a juft refentment. Voltaire had
nobly condemned them to oblivion:
chance preferved them to avenge genius

for the outrages of power.

The Margr;vefs of Bareith died in
the midft of the war. The King of
Pruffia wrote to Voltaire, and requeft-
ed him to confer an immortality on the
name of his fifter, of which her mild
and amiable virtues, her foul equally
fuperior to prejudices, to grandeur, and
misfortung, had rendered her worthy,
The ode, which Voltaire confecrated
to her memory, breathes a foft fenfibi-

lity,
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lity, and a fimple tnterefting philelo-
phy. This Ipecies of compefition’ is
one of thefe in which he was the leaft
fuccefsful, becaufe it requires a degree
of perfettion which he could neverre-
folve to aim at in trifling works, and
becaufe his reafon could not yield at
pleafure to that enthufiafm which is
faid to be the charaéteriftic of the ode.
The odes of Voltaire are only fugitive
pieces, in which we find the great and
philofophic poet, but in which we per-
ceive him embarrafled and conftrained
by a form which ill agreed with the
fire of his genius. However, it muft
be owned that his verfes addrefled to a

S4 princefs
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princefs on gaming, and, ftill more,
the charming ftanzas on old age :

87 vous wuiez que ;' aime encore, e
are Anacreontic odes, much fuperior
to thofe of Horace, who neverthelefs
has, at leaft in the opinion of people
of a fomewhat modern tafte, furpaffed

his model.

France, fo fuperior to other nations
in tragedy and comedy, has not been
equally happy in lyric poets. The
odes of Rouffeau fcarcely prefent us
with any thing more than a feduétive
and harmonious poetry, which is void
of ideas or filled with falfe thoughts.

# 1f you wifh that I #ill hould love you, &«.
La
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La Motte, more ingenious, was yet a
ftranger to the harmony and the graces
of ftyle ; and we fcarcely cite the verfes

of any other poet.

Voltaire was ftill at Berlin when
Diderot and d’Alembert formed the
defign of writing the Encyclopedia,
and publithed the firft volume of it.
A work whofe object it was to include
the truths of all the fciences, and to
trace the lines of communication be-
tween them, undertaken by two men
who joined much wit and a free dar-
ing philofophy to extenfive and pro-
found knowledge, appeared to the pe-
netrating eye of Voltaire the moft for-

midable
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midable ftroke that could be aimed
at ignorance and prejudice. The En-
cyclopedia became the book of all
men who wifhed to inftru& themfelves,
but particularly of thofe who, without
being habitually employed in culivat-
ing their mind, yet are defirous of the
power of acquiring a ready information
on every obje which excites in them
either a tranfient or durable intereft.
It was a mafs to which thofe, who
had not time to form ideas for them-
felves, might have recourfe for the
ideas of the moft enlightened and cele-
brated writers; in which, in fhort, the
errors, that are refpetted by prejudice,
would cither be betrayed by the weak-

nefs
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nefs of their proofs, or thaken by the
near neighbourhood of truths which

fap their foundations.

Voltaire, having retired to Ferney,
gave a fmall number of literary articles
to the Encyclopedia; he prepared
fome of thofe on philofophic fubjeéts,
but with lefs zeal, becaufe he felt that
the editors had lefs need of his affift-
ance there, and becaufe that, in gene-
ral, though his great works in verfe had
been formed to conftitute his glory,
he had fcarcely ever written in profe
but with views of univerfal utility.
Mean while, the fame reafons which
interefted Voltaire for the progrefs of

the
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the Encyclopedia raifed that work in-
numerable enemies. Compofed or
applauded by the greateft men of the
nation, it became a fpecies of line
which feparated the moft diftinguithed
literati, and thofe who had the honour
of being their difciples or their friends,
from that crowd of obfcure and jea-
lous writers, who, in the forrowful in-
capacity of giving either new truths or
new pleafures to the world, hate and
calumniate men to whom nature has

been more bountiful.

‘A work in which it was neceflary to
treat freely and boldly of divinity, of
-morality, of jurifprudence, of legifla-

tion,
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tion, and of public economy:, ‘dould
not but terrify all religious or political
parties, and all the fubordinate powers
which feared to fee their pretenfions
and utility difcuffed. The infurrée&tion
was general. The journal of Trévoux,
the ecclefiaftic gazette, the fatiric jour-
nal;, the Jefuifts and the Janfenifts,
the clergy, the parliaments, all, with-
out ceafing to hate or oppofe each
other, united againft the Encyclope-
dia, and it fell. The editors were
obliged to finifh and to print, in fecret
this work, to whofe perfection liberty
and publicity were fo effential; and
one of the nobleft undertakings which
the human mind has ever conceived,

would
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would have remained unfinithed but
for the courage of Diderot, and the
zeal of a great number of men of dif-
tinguifhed learning, whom perfecution

could not deter.

Happily, the honour of having given
the Encyclopedia to Europe, compen-
fated France for the fhame of having
oppofed its progrefs. 1t was, with juf-
tice, regarded as the work of the na-
tion, and its perfecution as that of a

policy and jealoufy equally defpicable.

But the contefts which the Encyclo-
pedia had occafioned did not ceafe

with the: profcription of that work.
Its
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Its principal authors and their friends,
marked by the name of pbilyfophers and
Eucyclopedifis, which was defigned as
an approbrium by the enemies of rea-
fon, were compelled to unite even by
this very perfecution, and Voltaire na-
turally became their leader by his age,
his celebrity, his zeal, and his genius.
He had long before enjoyed fome
friends and a great number of admirers;
at that period, he had a party. The
perfecution rallied, under his ftandard
all the men of merit, whom, perhaps,
his fuperiority would have kept at z
diftance from him, as it had b;nilhed
their predeceffors; and enthufiafim
took the place of former injuftice.

It
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It was in the year 1760 that this lite-
‘faty 'war was moft violent. Le Franc
‘de Pompignan, an eftimable man-of let-
ters but an indifferent poet, of whofe
works there remain a fine ftanza, and
a feeble tragedy in which the com-
bined genius of Virgil and Metaftafio
could not yield him fufficient fupport,
was elected one of the French academy.
Cloathed with the honours of magif-
tricy, he thought that his dignity, as
well as his works, exempted him from
all gratitude; in the difcourfe, which
he delivered at his admiffion, he per-
mitted himfelf to infult the men whofe
names did the greateft honour to the
fociety that .condefcended to receive

him;
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him; and, clearly pointing qut Vol-
taire, accufed him of infidelity and
falthood. - Soon after, Paliflot, the
venal inftrument of the rancour of a
woman, exhibited the philofophers on
the ftage. The laws, which probibit
the ridiculing individuals at the theatre,
were filent. The magiftrates betrayed
their duty, and faw, with a maligpant
joy, men, whofe knowledge and influ-
ence on public opinion they dreaded,
immolated in the fcene, without re-
colleting that while they opened the
way to fatire they expofed themfelves
to its fhafts. Crébillon difgraced his
old age, by approving the piece. The
duke de Choifeul, then the favourite

Vor. I T minifter
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minifter, countenanced this indignity,
through a weak complaifance to the
farne woman, of whofe refentment Pa-
liffot was the inftrument. The jour-
nals repeated the infults of the theatre.
Still Voltaire combated all. The Poor
Devil, the Ruffian at Paris, Vanity, a
crowd of humourous pieces in profe
fucceeded each other with aftonifhing
rapidity.

L Franc de Pompignan complained
to the king, and to the academy, and
ppheld, with an impotent grief, that
his own name was obfcured by the fplen-
dour of that of Volaire, Lach ftep he

took
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took did but increafe the fatire, which
every tongue repeated, and the verfes
in which he is configned to eternal ri-
dicule. He made a formal propofal to
an auguft patron, to break a promife
which he had made to this patron him-
felf, by returning to the academy, to
vote for a man, in whofe behalf the
prince was interefted. He reeeived, in
return for this facrifice, a polite refufal,
and had the mortification to hear his
patron himfelf repeat, as he withdrew,

the lines fo terrible to him:

Et Pami Pompignan penfe étre quelque chofe*!

* What, does friend Pompignan think himfelf
fomebody !
T 2 andi
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and he retired tobury his humbled pride
and deceived ambition in the country:
a fearful, but falutary, example of the
power of genius and the dangers of
literary hypocrify.

Fréron, an ex-jefuit as well as Def-
fontaines, had fucceeded the latter in
the trade of flattering, by periodical
fatires, the jca.loui}'f of the enemies of
virtue, of reafon, and of talents. He
diftinguithed himfelf in the war againft
the philofophers. Voltaire, who had
long {ypported his outrages, at length
did juftice, and avenged bis friends. In
the comedy of /Ecoffaife (the Scotch-
éoman), he irtroduced a depraved

2 Jjournalift,
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journalift, whofe chara&ter was formed
of venality and rancour. The pit, in
the charaéter, recognized Fréron, who,
delivered over to public difdain in a
piece which could not fail to be pre-
ferved to the theatre by interefting
fcenes, and the original and forcible
character of the worthy blunt Freeport,
was condemncd to bear, during the re-
mainder of his life, a ridiculous and
difgraced name. Fréron, in applaud-
ing the infult offered to the philofo-
phers, had forfeited his right of com-
plaining ; and his protetors chofe
rather to abandon him than to avow a
partiality which might have involved
their own difcredit.

T 3 Other
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Other enemies, lefs virulent, had
been either corrected or punifhed; and
Voltaire, triumphing in the midft of
thefe victims facrificed to reafon and
to his glory, fent to the theatre, at the
age of fixty-fix, the cbef-d’euvre of Tan-
cred. That tragedy was dedicated to the
Marchionefs de Pompadour. It wasthe
fruit of the addrefs with which Voltaire
could, without wounding the Duke de
Choifeul, 'fupport the caufe of the phi-
lofophers, whofe adverfaries had ob-
tained a flight protection from that
minifter. This dedication taught his
enemies that their calumnies were not
more injurious to his fecurity than

their
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their criticifms to his fame: it com-

pleted his vengeance.

In this fame year he learned that a
young niece of Corneille languifhed in
a condition unworthy of his name ;
It is the duty of a foldier” he eried,
«to fuccour the niece of his general.”
Mademoifelle Corneille was invited to
Ferney; and fhe there received an edu-
cation fuitable to the rank that her birth
had matked for her in fociety. Vol-
taire even carried his delicacy fo far as
not to fuffer the eftablithment of Made-
moifelle Corneille to appear as his be-
nefattion. He wifhed that fhe fhould
owe that to the works of her uncle, and

T 4 he
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he undertook ta publith an edition of
them with notes. The creator of the
Frepch Theatre commented on by the
writer who had conduéted that theatre
to its perfection, a man of genius, born
at a time when tafte was not yet form-
ed, judged by a rival who joined to
genius the gift, almoft as rare, of a
talte that was penetrating without fe-
verity, delicate without timidity, and
cnlightened by a long and happy ex-
perience of the art, thefe are the beau-
ties prefented in that work, Voltaire
{peaks in it of Corneille’s defetts with
franknefs, of his beauties with enthu-
fiafm. Never has Corneille been ex+
dmined with fuch rigour, hever has he

been
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been praifed with a feeling more pro-
found and true. Refolved to inftruét
both the French youth and the youth
of other countries wha cultivate the
French literature, he did not pardon
the vices of language, the extravagance,
nor the offences committed againft de-
licacy and good tafte, which are found
in Corneille ; but, at the fame time, he
taught them to know the progrefs
which the art owes to that writer, the,
uncommon elevation of his mind, the
almoft inimitable beauty of his poetry
in the morcels dictated by his genius,
and thofe vaft, fublime, words which
fpring fuddenly from the neceflity of

the
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the occafion, and paint great charaters
with a fingle ftroke.

The herd of writers reproached him,
neverthelefs, with a defign of degrading
Corneille, from motives of mean jea-
loufy ; wheieas, throughout the whole
of his commentary, he feizes, he even
feems to feek, occafion to proclaim his
admiration of Racine; a more danger-
ous rival, whom he has furpafled only
in fome parts of the tragic art, and whofe
prodigious gxcellence he might well
envy in the height of his glory.

b 4 oltaxre, tranquil in his retreat, em-

ﬂoyed in continuing the happy war
which
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which he had declared againft . preju-
dice faw the arrival of an unfortunate
family, the father of which had been
conduted to -the wheel by ' fanatic
judges ; the inftruments of the ferocious
paflions of a fuperftitious people. : He
learnt that Calas, an infirm old man,
had been accufed of having hanged
his young and vigorods fon, in the
midft of his family, and in the prefence
of a catholic fervant; that he had been
urged to commit this crime by the, fear
of feeing this fon embrace the catholic
religion, this fon who fpent his life in
diffipation, and of whom no one in the
midft of the univerfal effervefcence
could ever cite a fingle word, or point

to
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to a fingle action which announced fuch
a defign, while another fon of Calas
already converted to the catholic faith
enjoyed a penfion from the bounty of
this father, who was far from pofieffing
affluence. Never, in an event of fuch
a nature, had circumftances fo con-
curred to banith the fufpicion of a
crime in the Yather, or to ftrengthen
the reafons to afcribe fuicide to the fon.
The young man’s condué, his charac-
ter, the kind of reading in which he
indulged, all confirmed this idea. Yet
a magifirate, whofe weak mind was
intoxica¥ed with fuperftition, and whofe
hatred to the proteftants did not he-
fitae to impute crimes to them,, caufed

the
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the whole family to be imprifoned. The
catholic populace became enflamed,
and the young man was declared a
martyr. The fraternity of the peni-
tents, which, to the difgrace of the
nation, ftill exifts at Thouloufe, per-
formed a folemn mafs for him, during
which they bore his effigies, holding
the palm of martyrdom in one hand,
and in the other the pen with which

he was to have figned his abjuration.

It was foon reported that the pro-
teftant religion commanded fathers to
aflaffinate their children, when they
defigned to abjure it; and that, for
greater fecurity, they elefted, in their

fecret
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fecret afferhblies the butcher of the fect:
The infetior tribunal, led by the furious
M. David, pronounced the unfortunate
Calas guilty ; and the parliament con-
firmed the fentence by that very fmall
majority which is unhappily regarded as
fufficient by our abfurd jurifprudence.
Condemned to the torture and the
wheel, this miferable father died pro-
tefting his innocence; and the judges
abfolved his family, the neceffary ac-
complices of the guilt, or the innocence

of its head.

This family, ruined and ftained by
prejudice, went to feek, among men

of their own perfuafion, a retreac, affift-
ance,
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ance, but, above all, confolation. They
took up their refidence near Geneva.
Voltaire, whofe compaffion was mov-
ed, and whofe indignation was roufed,
informed himfelf of the horrible parti-
culars ; and, aflured of the innocence
of the unfortunate Calas, he dared to
conceive the hope of obtaining juftice.
The zeal of the advocates was excited,
and their courage fuftained by his let-
ters. He interefted, in the caufe of
humanity, the naturally fufceptibleg
mind of the Duke de Choifeul. The
reputation of Tronchin had brought
to Geneva the Duchefs d’Enville, the
great grand-daughter of the author of
the Maxims. Superior to fuperftition,

bath
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both by #er native feelings and by her
acquired knowledge, informed how to
produce the welfare of mankind by
equal alivity and courage, and em-
bellithing by a genuine modefty the
energy of her virtues, her hatred of
fanaticiim and oppreflion infured to
Calas a proteétrefs, whofe zeal could
not be abated by obftacles or delays.
The procefs was commenced. To the
memorials of the advocates, too profufe
and declamatory, Voltaire added more
nervous writings, the ftyle of which
was fed‘tive, and calculated in fome
places to excite pity, and in others to
awaken the public indignation, fo
pwone to fleep among a people, at that

time,
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time, too much a ftrange® to their
own interefts. Pleading for Calas, he
fupported the caufe of toleration;
which word it was then daring to
pronounce, and which is even now.
rejeted with contempt by men who
recognize the right of enflaving thought
and confcience. L.etters, abounding
with that fubtle praife which he could
diftribute with fuch delicacy, animated
the zeal of the defenders of the caufe,
of its protectors, and of the judges. It
was, while he promifed immortality,
that he demanded juftice.

The fentence of Thouloufe was an-
nulled. The Duke de Choifeul had.
Vor. 1. U the
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the wifdom and the courage to order a
tribunal of Mafters of requedls to revife
this caufe, in defending which the par-
lisments were all interefted, whofe pre-
judices and fpirit of mutual defence
left little hope of an equitable decifion.
In fine, Calas was declared innocent ;
difhonour was removed from his me-
mory ; and a generous minifter caufed
the public treafury to repair the wrongs
that the injuftice of the judges had
done to the fortune of this family,
which was as refpectable as it was un-
happy. But he did not proceed fo far
as to!ompel the parliament of Lan-
pedoc to acknowledge the arret which
-Mmerturned an st of ity injuftice. That
‘1 tribunal
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tribunal preferred the miferable vanity
of perfevering in its error, to the ho-

nour of lamenting, and repairing, the

injury.

Mean while, the applaufes of France
and of Europe were heard at Thouloufe,
and the unhappy M. David, finking
beneath the weight of remorfe and of
fhame, foon loft IAIS reafon and his life.
This affair, fo great in itfelf, fo im-
portant in its confequences, fince it
turned the attention not only of France
but of other nations to the crimes of
intolerance and the neceflity of pre-
venting them, this affair occupied the
foul of Voluire, during more than

U 2 three
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three years.—<¢ In all this time,” faid
he, ¢¢ a fmile has not efcaped me, for
which I have not reproached myfelf,
as for a crime.” His name, which had
longbeendeartothe enlightenedfriends
of humanity as that of its moft zeal-
ous, moft indefatigable defender, this
name was then bleft by that multitude
of citizens who, devoted to perfecution
-during eighty years, 2 length heard a
voice raifed in their defence. Having
returned to Paris in 1778, one day that
the people furrounded him on the Poxr
- Royal, a poor woman was afked who
that man was who thus drew the crowd
afrer him—¢¢ Know you not,” faid
fhe, ¢ that he is the faviour of ‘Calas

He
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He was informed of this anfwer, and,
{urrounded as he was by the marks of
admiration which were lavithed on him,
it was this by which he was moft fenfi-
bly affected.

Shortly after the unfortunate d¥eh
of Calas, a young woman of the fame
province, who, according to a barba.
rous cuftom, had been taken from her
parents and fhu‘)p in a convent with
a defign of aiding faving grace by hu-
man means, wearied of the ill treat-
ment that fhe had endured, efcaped,
and her body was difcovered in a well.
Theprieft whohad folicited the Lezzre de
Cachet, the fifterhood .who had ufed

U3 - with
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with barbarity the power which it gave
them over this unfortunate young wo-
man, doubtlefs merited punithment;
but it was on the family of this victim
that fanaticilm withed punifhment to
fall. The injurious reproach which
ha® conducted Calas to the wheel was
revived with a new fury. Sirven, for-
tunately, had time to fly; and, con-
demned to death for contumacy, he
fought an afylum will the protector of
Calas. But his wife, who accompanied
him, fell a prey to her grief and to the
fatigue of a journey, undertaken on

foot, over trats of {now.
Judicjal forms required Sirven ta
prefent himfelf before the fame parlia-
ment
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ment who had fhed the blood of Calas.
Voltaire endeavoured to obtain othes
judges. The Duke de Choifeul at that
time thought it neceffary to refpeét the,
opinion of the parliaments who, after
the decay of his influence over the
Marchionefs de Pompadour, and again
after her death, were become ufeful to
him, at times to free him from an ene-
my, and at others to afford the means
of rendering himglelf neceflary by the
art with which ke could appeafe their
commotions, which he himfelf fre.

quently excited.

Sirven, then, wascompelled to yield
to neceffity, and to appear hefore the
Uas tribunal
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tribunal of Thouloufe ; but Voltaire
knew how to provide for his fecurity,
and to prepare for his fuccefs. Hehad
difciples in the parliament; fome able
advocates of Thouloufe withed to par-
take of the glory which thofe of Paris
had acquired by defending Calas; the
friends of toleration were become pow-
erful even in this very city : within a
few years Voltaire’s works had changed
the minds of men ; they had only pitied
Calas with a filent horror, Sirven found
declared proteétors, for which he was
indebted to the eloquence of Voltaire,
to the talént of opportunely infufing
truth, mingled with approbation, into
the feclings of thofe whom he defigned

to
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to work his purpofes. The friends of

truth triumphed over the abettors of

the penitents, and Sirven was faved.

The Jefuits had ufurped the poffef-
fions of a well defcended family, who,
by their poverty, were prevented from
recovering their rights. Voltaire gave
them the means of accomplithing that;
and oppreflors of every kincl, who, long
had feared his writings, now learnt to
dread his attivity, his generofity, and

his courage.

This laft event almoft immediately
preceded the deftru®tion of the Je-
fuits. Voltaire, educated among them,

had
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had maintained a correfpondence with
his former mafters. While they were
living they reftrained the fury of the
fraternity from any open attack, and
Voltaire was refpe@tful to the Jefuits,
both in deference to the conneétions of
his youth, and alfo to preferve allies in
in the party which at that time govern-
ed the devotees. But, after the death
of thefe friends, wearied by the cla-
mours of the Jourasl de Trévoux,
which, by unceafing accufations of im-
piety feemed to call down perfecutions
on his head, he no longer preferved
the fame refpe& for the Jefuits, nor
did his’zeal for the defence of the op-

prefied
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prefled extend to them, when they, in
their turn, became oppreffed.

He exulted in the deftru&tion of an
order, the friend of letters but the ene-
my of reafon, which was defirous of
deftroying all talents or of drawing
them into its bofom, to corrupt them,
by employing them to ferve its defigns,
and to hold the human race in infancy,
in order to govern them. Yet he pi-
tied individuals treated with barbarity
by the hatred of the Janfenifts; and
he gave an afylum, in his own houfe,
10 a Jefuit, to point out to the devo-
tees that true humanity knows only
misfortune and forgets opinions, Fa-

ther
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ther Adam, to whom a fort of celebrity
was given by his abode at Ferney, was
not abfolutely ufelefs to his hoft. He
played with him at chefs, and he play-
ed the game with fufficient addrefs
fometimes to conceal his {uperiority.
He alfo fpared Voltaire labour in his
learned refearches ; he even ferved him
as an almoner, for Voltaire wilhed to
oppole his fidelity in fuliilling the ex-
terior duties of the Romifh religion 1o
the accufations, which were brough

againft him, of impiety.

. At this period a great revolution
# . . .
was engendering in the human mind.

Sisce the revival of philofophy, reli-
gion,
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gion, exclufively eftablithed through-
out Europe, had been attacked only
in England. Leibnitz, Fontenelle,
and other lefs celebrated philofophers,
accufed of free-thinking, had refpected
religion in their writings. Bayle, him-
felf, by a precaution that was neceflary
to his fafety, while he indulged him-
felt in all objettions, affumed the air
of withing to prove that revelation
alone could refolve them, and of hav-
ing formed the projet of exalting
faith by humiliating reafon. In Eng-
land, thefe attacks had little fuccefs or
effe. The moft powerful party in
that nation judged it ufeful to them-
felves to leave. the people in darknefs, .

probably
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probably becaufe the habit of adoring
the myfteries of the Bible firengthened
their faith in thofe of the conftitution;
and they honoured the eftablifhed reli-
gion as a {pecies of focial advantage.
Befide, in a country where the Houfe
of Commons alone led to fortune, and
where the members of that houfe were
tumultuoudly elected by the people, an
apparent refpect for their opinions muft
neceflarily be ere&ed into a virtue by

all the ambitious.

In France, there had appeared fome
bold writers, but the blows which they
aimtd were ftill indire&. Even the
wilrk of Helvetius de PEfprit (on the

under-
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underftanding) was only an attack on
religious principles in general ; it
queftioned the foundations of all reli-
gions, and left the reader to draw con-
fequences and make applications. Emi-
lius appeared ; the Savoyard vicar’s
Profeffion of Faith contained nothing
relative to the utility, toward morals, of
the belief of a God, and the inutility
of revelation, which is not to be found
in the poem of Natural Law; but the
attack was open and the perfons at-
tacked were brought upon the ftage
under their proper name and chara&er,
and not under that of the priefts of
India or of Thibet. This boldnefs af-
tonifhed Voltaire and excited his emu-

lation,
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lation. The fuccefs of Emilius en-
couraged him, nor was he terrified by
the fear of perfecution. Rouffeau had
not been peifecuted at Paris had he
not put his name to the work, nor at
Geneva had he not maintained in an-
other pait of Emilius that the people
poflefied not the power of renouncing
the rigit of rcfoiming a depraved
government. This doctrine authorifed
the citizens of that rcpublic to over-
throw the aiiftocracy which its magif-
trates had eftablithed, and which fe-
eured an heieditary authority to cer-

tain rich #milies.
Voltaire believed that he could fe-
cywely thun perfecution by concealing
his
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his name ; and, by a deference to
government while he direéted all his
force againft religion, could intereft
even the civi] power to weaken its
empire. A multiplicity of works, in
which he fucceflively employed argu-
ment and humour, were difperfed
throughout Europe, under the various
forms which could be invented by the
neceffity of veiling truth, or of reader-
ing it engaging. His zea] againft res
ligion, which he viewed as the caufe
of the fanaticiim that had defolated
Europe from the moment of lts birth,
the caufe of the fuperftition that had
degraded it, and as the fource of the
evils, which the enemios of men ftill

Vou. L X con-
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continued to infli& on them, feemed to
increafe his aivity and his powers.
¢ I am wearied,” faid he one day,
¢ of hearing it repeated that twelve
men were fufficient to eftablifh chrifti-
anity, and I wifh to prove there needs

but one to deftroy it.”

An examination of works, which
Chriftians regaided as proceeding from
infpiration, the anylization of dogmas,
which have been fucceffively introduc-
ed fince the origin of that religion, the
hiftory of the ridiculous or bloody quar-
rels wh?ch have been excited by thofe,
the n:'iracles, prophecies, tales {cattered
tbugh legends and ecclefiattical hil-

' 1 tories,
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tories, the religious wars, the maffacres
ordained in the name of God, the but-
chers and fcaffolds which, at the voice
of priefts, covered Europe, the blood of
kings flowing from the fteel of affafins,
and the fanaticifm which unpeopled
America, all thefe were inceffantly re-
peated in his works under a thoufand
varied forms, He excited indigna-
tion, he wrung tears from the heart,
he exhaufted the fprings of ridicule,
Men trembled at an attrocious altion,
they laughed at an abfurdity. Vol-
taire did not fear frequently to place
the fame obje&s before his readers, to
urge the fame reafonings to them.—

X2 ¢ They
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¢ They tell me that I repeat the {ame
things,” he faid in one of his writings,
¢ true: I fhall repeat them till I fec

men reformed.”

Thefe works, rigoroufly prohibited
in France, in Italy, at Vienna, in Por-
tugal, and in Spain, could not be fpeed-
ily circulated; all of them could not
reach every reader; but there was not
an obfcure cerper in the provinces,
there was not any nation in foreign
comtries, fuffering under the yoke of
intolerance, which did not feel the in-
fluence of fome of thefe writings,

Men of liberal minds, who exifted
before 'only in fome cities wherc {cience

was
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was cultivated, or among the learned
and the great, were, by his voice, mul-
tiplied in all claffes of fociety as well
as in all countries. Soon perceiving
their number and their ftrength they
ventured to fthew themfelves, and Eu-
rope was aftonithed to find itfelf a
country of Deifts.

The zeal of Voltaire credted him
enemies in all thofe who had obtained,
and all who expected to obtain, afftu.
ence or even {ubfiftence from religion.
Yet that party no longer poffefled fuch
men as Bofluet, Arnaud, and Nicole;
thofe who replaced them by their ta-
lents and their acquaintance with phi-

X3 lofophy
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iafophy and letters had ranged them-
felves,,with the contrary party; and
the members of the clergy who ap-
proached neareft to them in, ability,
yielding to the defire of not-debafing
themfelves in the opinion of enlighten-
ed men, ftood aloof or contented them-
felves with maintaining the political
ufe of a belief which they would have
.blufhed to have partaken with the peo-
ple, and fubflituted for the credulous
fuperftition of their predeceffors a {pe-

cies of religious Machiavelifin.

Defamatory writings and attacks
fprang up profufely ; but Voltaire, by
anfwering alone preferved the name of

o

A thefe
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thefe works, which were -réad by none
but thofe to whom they were ufelefs,
and who were unwilling or unable to

underftand either the obje&tions or the

anf{wers.

To the clamours of fanaticiim, Vol-
taire oppofed the proteftion of mo-
narchs. The Emprefs of Ruffia, the
Kings of Poland, Denmark, Sweden,
and Pruffia, interefted themfelves in his
labours, perufed his works, fought to
deferve his apprc;bation, and fometimes
feconded his zeal for the welfare of
mankind. In every country the power-
ful, and fuch minifters as fought re-
putation and were intent on {preading

X4 their
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their fame through Europe, were am-
biticus to enjoy the fuffrage of the
philofopher of Ferney, confided to him
their hopes and fears for the progrefs
of reafon, and their projets for the
increafe of knowledge and the ruin of
fanaticifm. He had formed a league
which included all the great men of
Europe, of which he was the foul, and
whofe cry was, Reafon and toleration.
Did any friking injuftice arife in a
nation, did Voltaire hear of any a&t of
bigotry, any infult offered to human
nature, his pen expofed the guilty to
Ewrope : and who knows how often
the fear of this fure and terrible ven-

geance
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geance has withheld the oppreflor’s

arm?

But it was in France, more efpeci-
ally, that he exercifed this dominion
of reafon. Since the affair of Calas,
every vi¢tim, unjuftly facrificed or pur-

fued by the fword of the law, found in

him a protettor, or an avenger.

The execution of the Count de Lally
excited his indignation. The lawyers
of Paris, fitting in judgement on the
condut of a general in India, a fen-
tence of death paffed without proof of
a fingle determinate crime, nay mere
fufpicion produced as the graveft ac-

cufation,
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cufation, a judgment pronounced on
the teftimony of declared enemies, on
the memorial of a Jefuit who had com-
pofed two of them contradittory to
each other, uncertain whether he thould
accufe the general or his encmies, not
knowing which he hated moft or which
it would bc moft convenient to ruin;
fuch proceedings and fuch a fentence
«could not but rouze thefeclings of every
friend of juftice, although the calum-
nies heaped on the head of - the unfor-
tunate general and the horrid barbarity
of glragging him to death with a gag
ipghis mouth, fhould not have thaken
every fibre in every heart which the

habit
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habit of difpofing of the lives of men

had not turned to ftone.

Yet, Voltaire during a long time
fpoke fingly againit this enormity. The
~aft number of perfons employed by
the Eaft-India Company who were in-
terefted in throwing the fatal confe-
quences of their conduét on aman who
no longer exifted, the powerful tri-
bunal which had condemned the gene-
ral, all thofe whom that body included
in its fuite whofe voice was fold to it,
the other corps, who, united with that
by the fame name, by common func-
tions and like interefts, regarded its
caufe as their own, in fine, the admi-

niftration,
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niftration, athamed of the weaknefs or
the cruel policy which facrificed the
Countde Lally to the hope of concealing
in his tomb the faults which had loft In-
dia, all feemed to oppofe a tardy juftice.
But Voltaire, by reiterated attacks on’
the fame obje®, triumphed over pre-
judice and the interefts of fuch as are
sttentive to preferve and extend its
empire. Juft minds needed only to be
informed of the circumftances ; others,
he hurried along with him ; and when
the fon of the Count de Lally, fince fo
celebrated b? his eloquence and cou-
rage, jad attained an age at which he
could demand juftice, the minds of

gmen were prepared to applaud the
attempt
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attempt and to folicit its execution.
Voltaire was dying, when, twelve years
afterward, this unjuft {entence was ve-
verfed ; he heard the intelligence ; his
powers {prang back to life, and he
wrote—*¢ I die content ; I fee theking
loves juftice.” The laft words which
were traced by that hand which had fo
long maintained the caufe of humanity
and juftice.

In the fame year, 1766, another ar-
ret aftonithed Europe ; which, while it
read  the works of our philofophers,
cancluded that knowledge was diffe-
minated through France, or at leaft
through thefe claffes of fociety whole

2 particular



318 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

particular duty it was to inform them-
felves; and thought that, after a pe-
riod of more than fifteen years, the
brethren of Montefquieu might have

had time to comprehend his principles.

The crucifix of wapd, placed on the
Bridge of Abbeville, was infulted, dur-
ing the night. The indigl’iation of the
peoéle was heightened and icepr. in ac-
tion by the ridiculous ceremony of do-
ing penance. The bifhop of Amiens,
governed in his old age by fanatics,
and no longer capable of forefeeing the
copfequences of this religious farce,

¢ to its folemnity by his prefence.
ﬁun time, ‘the malice of a ‘town{man

of
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of Abbeville direfted the fufpicions of
the people to the Chevalier de la Barre, |
a young officer whofe relations were of
the long robe and members of the
chief magiftracy, and who at that time
lived with his kinfwoman the Abbefs
de Villancourt, near the gates of Ab-
beville. A procefs was commenced,
and the judges of Abbeville condemn-
ed t;) tortures, whofe horror would dif-
may the imagination of a canibal, the
Chevalier de la Barre and d’Etallonde
his friend, who had taken the precau-
tion to fly. The Chevalier de la Barre
had awaited the iffue of the trial ; he had
more to lofe than the other by quitting
France; and relied on the protettion

of
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of his relations who filled the firft em-
ployments in the parliaments and in
the council. His hopes were de-
ceived; the family feared to attradt
the notice of the public toward this
profecution, inftead of endeavouring
to feek fupport from the general opi-
nion; and, at the age of nearly
feventeen, the Chevalier de la Barre
was condemned, by a majority of two
votes, to be beheaded, after having
hed his tongue cut out, and having

undergone the torture.

This horrible fentence was executed;
and yet the accufations were as ridica-

lous as the punithment was attrocious.
He
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He was only vebemently . fufpetted . to
have taken a part in; the ‘adventure of
the crucifix; but he was declared to
be convi®ted of having fung, in parties .
of conviviality, fome of thofe fongs
which are half obfcene half religious,
and which notwithftanding their grofs-
nefs amufe the imagination in the firft
years of youth by the contraft which
they form with the fcrupulous refpett
which education infpires toward the
fame objects ; of having recited an ode
whofe author was perfectly known ai{z}.
at that time enjoyed a penfion from
the king’s privy purfe ; of having made
fome genuflexions to certain libertine
works which were written to the tafte
Vou. I, Y o
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of 2 tine in which men, led aftray by
religions aufterity, could not diftin-
phifhbetween pleafare and debauchery ;
and in fine, le was reproached with
having fpoken in a language worthy
of thofe fongs and thofc books.

Thefe accufations were all fupported
By the teftimony of low people who
had ferved thefe young men in their
partits of pleafure, and by the Towr-
riires™ of convents, who eafily fibd caufe
bf offence.

This fentence tevolted the minds of
all men ; no law exifted which erdain-

* Old women, who are intrufted to be door-
Fbpers.

ed



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 323

ed fentence of death either for the
breaking of images or for that {pecies
of blafphemy of which the Chevalier de
la Barre had been accufed; thus the
Jjudges had exceeded even the penal-
ties decreed by laws, ' which no em-
lightened man can fill fee fullying
our criminal code without horror.
There was no father of a family who
had not reafon to tremble, fince there
are few young men who efcape fuch-
like indifcretions ; and the judges had
condemned the unfortunate victim to a
cruel death for language, in which the
greateft part of them had indulged, in
their youth, in which, perhaps, they il
indulged, and whofe children were as

Y 2 culpable
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'cﬁlpable as he whom they had con-

demned.

- 'While Voltaire’s indignation was
roufed, his apprehenfions were ftrongly
excited. The Philofophical Dictionary
had been artfully placed among the
number of books before which it was
faid the Chevalier de la Barre had pro-
ftrated himfelf. His enemies wifhed it
to be underftood that the reading of
Voltaire’s works had been the caufe of
thefe indifcretions, whichhad been con-
ftrued into acts of impiety. Stillthe dan-
ger did not prevent Voltairefromunder-
taking the defence of thefe vi&tims of
fanaticifin, D’Etallonde, thena refugee

at
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at Wezel, obtained, through his re-
recommendation, a2 commiffion in.a
Pruffian regiment. The circumftances
of the affair of Abbeville were unfold-
ed to Europe in feveral publications;
and the judges trembled, an their very
feats, at the terrible judgment which
they had pafled, and which dragged
them from their obfcurity to devote

them to a difgraceful immortality.

The reporting judge of Count de
Lally’s trial, accufed of having contri-
buted to the death of the Chevalierde la
Barre, compelledtoacknowledge thein.
fluence of that power which is independ-

Y 3 ent
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ent of rank of fituation, and which
Nagure has given to genius for the con=
folation and defehte of the lwman race,
wtbte a letter int whith, a&uated alter-
pately by fhame and pride, he attempt-
ed to extufe himfelf and {uffered me-
nuces to efcape him, Voltaire replied
By the following hiftofical trait:—*¢ 1
forbid yeu,” faid an Emperor of China
to the chief mandarin of the hiftorians,
¢ to mention me, henceforward, in your
works.” The mandarin, on this, fook
up his pen. *¢ What do you now ?”
faid the Emperor : ¢ I write the order
which Wbut majefty has juft given
M

During
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During twelve years, that Voltaire
furvived this a& of injuftice, he never
loft fight of the hope of obtaining re-
paration for it, but he had not the con-
folation of fuecefs. The fear of of-

_fending the parliament of Paris ftill
bore down the love of juftice ; and, at
a time when the leaders of adminiftra-
tion had a contrary intereft, they were
reftrained by the fear of difpleafing the
clergy. Governments do not fuffici-
ently know how much real importance
they acquire, beth with the people
whom they govern and with foreign
nations, by fuch jluftrious a&s of in-
dividual juftice, and how much moare
fure the fupport of public opinien is

Y 4 than
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‘than the deference paid.them by cer-"
tain bodies of men, rarely capable of
gratitude, and part of whofe authi:rity
over the vulgar mind it would be more
politic to take away by-thefe great ex-
amples than to augment, by proving,
in the refpet which they themfelves
pay to them, the fears which fuch bodies

infpire.

Voltaire did not, meantime, neglett
the means of avoiding the ftorm; he
diminifhed his domeftic eftablithment;
and fecured {gme property which he
could difpofe: of at pleafure, with
whith he might procure a new place of
réfiage. . Such had ever been his fecret

1 dgfign,
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defign, in all the arrangements whichhe
had made of his fortune, and it would
have 'required a league among the
powers of Europe, to have deprived
him of independence, and to have. re-
duced him to want. Princes and nobles.
were among his debtors, who 'do not
indeed pay with much punétuality, but
he had calculated the degrees of hu-
man corruption, and he knew that
thefe fame men, though they a& with
little delicacy in fuch affairs, would
find means to reimburfe him during the
moment of perfecution, when their
negligence would otherwife render
them the objes of the horror and dif-

' dain
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dain of Europe, indigmant to behold
fuch a man opprefled.

This perfecution appeared for s time
ready to burft forth. Ferey is fitu.
ated in the diocefe of Geneva, the titu.
lar bithop of which refides in the fmall
town of Annecy. Frangois de Salles,
who has been raifed to the rank of
Saints, having formerly been the bithop,
in order that the heretics might not find
oaufe of fcandal in their own metro-
polis, it had been thought maft proper
to confide this (ee to none but a man
who would not incur the reproach of
pride, luxury, and effeminacy, of which

. the
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the catholic prelates ars accufed by the
proteftants,

But it had long been difficult to
difcover faints, who, poffeffing under«
ftanding or birth, would condefcend to
actept {0 fmall a diocefe. He who
filled the fee of Annecy, in 1767, was
a man of low extraction, educated in
a feminary at Paris, where he was no
otherwife diftinguithed than by auftere
manners, trifling devotion, and igno-
rant fanaticifm. He wrote to the Count
de St. Florentine, to induce him to ba-
nith Voltaire out of his diocefe, and
confequently out of the kingdom,
though the poet had chen builkt a

church
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church at his own expence, and fpread
abundance through a country which
the perfecutions againft the proteftants
‘had laid wafte. But the bifthop pre-
tended that the Lord of Ferney had
given z moral exhortation againft thefc
in the church after mafs, and that the
workmen who were employed by him
in ere&ting this church had not remov-
ed an old crofs with fufficient vene-
ration ; thefe indeed were grave induce-
ments to drive from his country an.old
man who was the glory of that coeun-
try, and to rob him of an afylum to
.which the kingdoms of Europe haften-
ed to bear him the tribute of admira-
-tion. 'Theminifter, had it been only

' from
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from motives of policy, could not be
tempted to gratify the bithop ; he there-
fore advifed Voltaire to guard againit
thefe accufations, which the union of
the bifhop of Annecy with the French
prelates who poffeffed more influence

might render dangerous.

It was at this time that he conceived
the idea of folemnly receiving the fa-
crament, which was followed by a pub-
lic declaration of his refpe& for the
church, and his difdain of his detrac-
tors ; a fruitlefs ftep, which {fpoke weak-
nefs rather than policy, and which the
pleafure of compelling his paftor to ad-
minifter the communion through fear

of
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of thefecular judges,and of legally infult.
ing the bifhop of Annecy, could not ex-
oufe in the eyes of the free and intrepid
wan who appreciates coolly the rights
of truth, and perceives that which pru-
dence requires when laws contrary to
natural juftice render truth dangerous

and prudence neceflary.

The priefts fuffered the {mall advan.
tage to efcape which they might have
drawn from this fingular fcene, by
falfifying the declaration which Voltaire
bad made.

He bhad no longer a retreat near
Geneva. He had connetted himfelf,

2 on
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on his arrival there, with the familids
whofe education, opinions, inclinations,
and fortune, were moft congenisl 10 his
own; and thele families had at thet
time formed the defign of cftablithing
afpecies of ariftocracy. In a city which
poffeffed no territory, where thefirength
of the citizens could be united with as
much facility and promptitude as that
of the government, {uch a projet would
have been abfurd had not the rich citi-
zens entertained the hope of engaging
a foreign influence ia their favour.

The cabinets of Verfailles and Turin
were eafily feduced. The fenate of
Betn, whofe intereft it was to banifh

the
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Mg pidhube of republican equality from
:‘ﬁm of their fubjects, made it their
t policy to proteét every enter-
anftocucy around them ; and,
throughout the whole of Switzerland,
#ech magiftrates as ‘became tyrants
were fure of finding, at Bern, an ardent
”df'cithful proteétor. Thusthe wretch-
#d pride of obtaining an odious au-
thatity in a fmall city, and of being
Mwithout being refpected, depriv-
&l the citizens of Geneva of their
Bberty, and the republic of its inde-
pendence. ‘The chiefs of the popular
garty employeéd the weapons of fana-
ticifm, for they had read enough to
Mwow the influence which religion had

formerly

&
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formerly obtained i political diffen-,
fions, but they did not fufficiently un.;
derftand the {pirit of their own age to
to feel how much reafon, aided by
ridicule, had weakened this formerly

fo dangerous weapom

It was propofed, therefore, to'pi in
force the laws which prohibited catho-
lics from poffefling property in the
territory of Geneva. The magiftrates
were cenfured for their conneftions
with Voltaire, who had dared to raife
his voice againft the barbarous aflaffina-
tion of Servet, which had been com-
manded By Calvin in the name of God
to the cowardly and fuperftitious fena~

Vou. I. Z tors
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tors of Geneva, Voltaire was obliged
to reniounce his houfe of the Delices.

Soon after, Rouffeau advanced, in
his Emilius, principles which develop-
ed to the citizens of Geneva all the
extent of their rights, and which found-
ed thefe rights on fimple truths that
all men could feel and all muft adopt.
The ariftocracy wifhed to punith him
for the publication, but it was ne-
ceflary they fhould have a pretext;
they took that of religion, and united
themfel&es with the priefts, who, in
every country, indifferent to the form
of its conftitution 'and the liberty of

man, promife the afliftance of Heaven
to
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te the party which moft favours "into-

lerance, and who become, as their in»

tereft diretts, fometimes the fupport of |
the tyranny of a bigotted prince or

of a fuperftitious fenate, fometimes the

defenders of the liberty of a fanatic

people.

Alternately expofed to the attacks
of the two parties, Voltaire obferved a
neutrality, but he remained faithful to
his deteftation of oppreflors. He fa-
voured the caufe of the citizens againft
the magiftrates, and that of the com-
mon people who poflefled no privileges
againft the citizens; for thefe people,
condemned to be ever excluded from

Z 2 the
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the rights of ‘the citizens, found them.-
felves' more oppreffed fince the latter,
better informed of the privileges which
is granted by the prefent {yftem of po-
lity, but lefs enlightened refpeting
the natural rights of man, confidered
themfelves as fovereigns, of whom the
people were no more than fubjeds,
and whom they thought they had an
authority to reduce to fubjection, by
the fame arbitrary power, for affuming
which they deemed their magiftrates

fo culpable.

V&t'aire, therefore, wrote a- poem,
every part of which was impregnated

%with fatire, and on which no reproach
1 can
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can be laid, except that of contain-
ing fome verfes againtt Roufleau, which |
were diGated by a degree of anger;
whofe excefs and expreffions could not
be excufed by the juftice of the motives
which infpired them. But when, ina
tumult, the citizens had flain fome of
the people, he was eager to receive
at Ferney the families which thefe
troubles compelled to abandon Ge-
neva; and, in the very inftant in which
the bankruptcy of the Abbé Terrai,
which had not even the ex¢ufe of
neceffity, but was occafioned only by
thameful expences, had deprived him
of part of his fortune, he was feen to
give affiftance to thofe who had no

YA 3 -pro-



242/ THE"LIFE OF VOLTAIRE..

pmi:erty left; and to build houfes
which he fold to others at a low price
to be. paid him in annuities; while
he folicited the good offices of the
government in their behalf, and em-
ployed his influence with fovereigns,
minifters, and the leading men of all
nations to procure a fale for the clocks
and watches of this infant manufatory,
which foon became famous througi;out

Europe,

In the mean time, the govcrnmént
was_employed in opening an afylum
for the Genevefe at Verfoy, on the
borders -of the lake, There it was
defigned .to have eftablithed a city, in

S : which
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which induftry and commerce would
have been free, and in which a protef-
tant temple would have rifen by the
fide of a catholic church. Voltaire
had caufed this plan to be adopted,
but the minifter did not pofe§s fuffici-
ent credit to obtain a law for the pro-
tection of religious liberty; a fecret
toleration, limited to the time of his
own adminiftration, was all that he
could offer, and with that Verfoy could

not exift.

The year 1771 was one of the moft
embarraffing periods of Voltaire’s life.
The chancellor Maupeou and the duke
d’Aiguillon faw themfelves obliged to

Z 4 attack
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attack the parliaments, to whom they
both were objetts of hatred, that they
might not become their vittims. The
one could not obtain a part in the ad-
miniftration, nor the other preferve
himfelf in the office which he held
there, without procuring the difgrace
of the Duke de Choifeul. Acing in
cancert with Madame du Barry, whom
that minifter had been imprudent
enough to make his irreconcilable
enemy, they perfuaded the king that
his contemned authority could never
be reftored to its vigour, that the ftate,
inceflantly agitated fince the peace by
parliamentary contentions, could not
regain its tranquillity, if he did not

by
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by an a& of vigour place limits to the
pretenfions of the judicial bodies, which
they would not wenture to infringe,
and if a term was not fixed beyond
which they would not dare longer to
oppofe refiftance to the royal will,
The Duke de Choifeul could not
adopt this proje¢t without offending
the public opinion, which had a long
time been inimicable to him, but
which was then his fole fupport ; while
his forced fubmiffion to the will of the
people had removed him ftill further
from the confidence of the monarch,
whofe affetions were alienated from
him. It was probable, then, that his
connections with the parliaments would

complete
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complete his difgrace, and that it would
be eafy to perfuade the monarch either
that his remaining in power would be
the greateft obftacle to the fuccefs of
the new meafures of the government,
or that he would endeavour to involve
the nation in war, to preferve his fitua-
tion in defpight of the king’s pleafure.

The attack made on the parliaments
was dire¢ted with equal addrefs. What-
ever could slaim the nation was care-
fully avoided. The king appeared
only to vindicate the plenitude of the
legifative power, a power which would
be transferred not to the nation but to

the parliaments, by admitting the doc-
trine
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trine that the parliaments had the right
of regiftering edi¢ts according to their.
pleafure. It was eafily perceivs_d that
this power, united to the molt exten-
five judicial authority, which was di-
vided among the twelve perpetual tri-
bunals, would tend to eftablith a ty-
ranic ariftocracy in France, more dan-
gerous, than monarchy, to the fecurity,
the liberty, and the property of the
citizens. The enemies of thofe tribu-
nals might therefore rely on the fuffra-
ges of enlightened minds, and on that
of men of letters, whom the parliament
of Paris had woeunded by its infolence
and perfecution, by its attachment to
prejudices, and by its pertinacity in

rejeting



348  THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

rejecting every improvement talculated
for the happinefs of men.

But it 1s lefs difficult to form a poli-
tical intrigue with addrefs, than to
execute with wifdem a plan of reform.
The more alarming to liberty are the
principles which the governing power
would eftablith, the more neceflary is
it to difplay gentlenefs and indulgence
to individuals. Yet, at that time, ri-
gour was, in the minuteft circum-
ftances, carried to a puerile refinement.
A monarch appears cruel, who, in the
panifhments which he inflits, does
not fcrupuloufly refpe®, confiftently

4with that punithment, whatever can
be
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be injurious to the Kealth, the conbes
nience, or even the natural fechings of
thofe whom he punifthes, or thofe who
are conne®ed with them ; but, on thig
occafion, all thefe confiderations were
difregarded. They refufed permiffion
to a fon to embrace his dying father ;
they confined a man in an unhealthful
place, where his family could not ap-
proach him without being expofed to
partake of his dangers, and a fick per-
fon could fcarcely obrtain leave to feck
in the capital the affiftance which
that alone could give him. When
an abfolute government betrays fear, it
proclaims either diftruft of its firength,
the indecifion of the monasch, or the

inftability
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inftability of the adminiftration, and
this gives enicouragement to réfiftance :
but. this fear was difplayed in making
the recal of fome exiles depend on a
confent ufelefs even in the opinion of

thofe who demanded that confent.

A falutary operation does not.change
its nature though it be executed with
wanton feverity ; but then the feeling
and enlightened man who approves,
does not defend it, fhould he think
his duty calls on him to give the
meafure his fupport, without regret;
his difgufted mind no longer atts with
cither zeal or affe@tion for a caufe
which is difhonoured by its leaders. ‘
: Thofe
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Thofe whofe minds are unqugqu‘
pafs from a hatred of the miniftér to
averfion to meafures which he maintains
by oppreffion; and the public voice
condemns that which, lefc to itfelf, it

had perhaps approved.

The great number of magiftrates
who were by this revolution depri.vct.l
of their offices, the merit and virtues
of fome of them, the crowd of fub-
ordinate minifters of juftice who were
connetted with their fate by ho-
nour and by intereft, that natural pro-
penfity which leads men to join the
caufe of thofe who fuffer, the hatred
of power not lefs natural, all neceffa-

2 nily
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rily, co-operated to render the mea-
fures of the minifter odious, and to
place obftacles in his way when, com-
pelled to replace the tribunals which
he withed to deftroy, force became
ufelefs and confidence néceffary.

However, the barbarity of the eri-
minal law, the difgufting defects of the
¢civil jurifprudence, prefented to the
authors of the revolution fure means to
tegdin the publie opinion, and to give
thofe who fhould confent to replace
the former parliaments an excufe which
honour and patriotifim might have been
pr%ld to avow. Minifters difdained

thefe means. The parliament had ren-
dercd
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dered itfelf obnoxious to it entighten.
ed men by the obftacles whick i op-
pofed to the liberty of the prefs; #nd
by its fanaticifm, of which the recent
execution of the Chevalier de la Barré
had given an example to all Evrope.
Yet, irritated by libels publiffied agsinft
himfelf, alarmed by works in whick
his principles had bee¢n artacked, andy
in fhort, defirous of gaining a fuppore
in the clergy, the ¢hancello? thought
proper to lay new reftrictions i the
prefs. The ftain wis not removed
from the menory of the Chevalier de
la Barre, nér could Voltaire obtain 2
revifion of the femtenteé which weultd
have covered thofe with difgxce whortt

Vor. I, Aa it
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it was fo particularly the intereft of the
chancellor to deprive of the public fa-
vour. The criminal code exifted in all
its horror, although eight days would
have fufficed to have formed a law
which would have fupprefled the pu-
nifhment of death fo wantonly inflicted,
would have abolithed every fpecies of
torture, and would have prohibited ex-
cefs in corporal punithment; which
would have granted the accufed the
afliftance of a counfel, would have per-
mitted him to make a certain number
of challenges without alledging his mo-
tivesgwould have given him the right
to, prefent evidence and to difplay facts
in his favour, and would have made a

1 very
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very confiderable majority of the judges
neceffary to his condemnation ; which,
in fine, would have infured him the
power of knowing and examining all
the proceedings. 'The nation, all Eu-
rope would have applauded the re-
form ; the difplaced magiftrates would
alone have been the enemies of thefe
falutary innovations; and their fall the
epoch, in which the fovereign had re-
covered the liberty of yielding to his
juft and humane purpofes.

In truth the fale of judicial offices
was fupprefled ; yet, the judges being
ftill named by the court, nothing was
feen in this change but the facility of

Aa 2 placing
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placing on the feat of juftice men with-
out fortume and more eafy to be fe-
duced.

The bounds of the moft extenfive
jurifdictions were circumieribed, but the
new courts were nas erefted iato par-
linments ; they were net pesmitted to
regifter arrets, and this difference be-
tween thofe and the fosmer tribunals
was the fure prefage of their defkruc-
tion. In fine, the fees of the judges
were abolithed and replaced by ftated
falarics ;. and this regulation, among all
thag were adopued, was the only one
witich, sealon could entirely apprave:

The
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The authors of this revolumon at
length beheld its accomplithment, mot-
withftanding an almeft univerfal dif-
content. The Duke de Choifeul,
accufed of fecretly fomenting the re-
fitance, unfteady as it was, of the par-
liament of Paris, and of having retarded
the conclufion of peace between Eng-

~land and Spain, was exiled to his
eftates. The parliament, whofe gra-
titude obliged them to affume firmnefs,
was foon difperfed. The Duke d’Ai-
guillon became minifter, and the par-
liament was fucceeded by 2 new tribu-
nal. In fome of che provinces the
parliaments experienced the fase of
that of Paris, while others confented

Aag to
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to remaih and facrifice feveral of their
members, All was filent before au-
thority ; and nothing was wanting to
the fuccefs of the minifters but the
approbation of the public whom they
fcorned, and who, fome years after,

wrought their difgrace,

Voltaire defpifed the parliament of
Paris, and loved the Duke de Choifeul;
he beheld in one an ancient perfecutor
who had not been difarmed but further
incenfed by his fame, in the other a
friend and a protector. He was con-
ftant in his gratitude and immoveable
in his principles. All his lette\rs ex-
preffed his regard for the Duke de

Choifeul
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Choifeul with freedom and energy, and
he was not ignorant that his letters, in
confequence of the infamous cuftom of
violating public faith, were read by the
enemies of the exiled minifter. A plea-
fant tale, entitled Barmécide*, which he
wrote, is the only durable monument of
the concern which this difgrace had
excited. The injuftice with which the
friends and partizans of the Duke de
Choifeul accufed Voltaire of ingrati-
tude was, therefore, one of the fevereft
affliCtions which he had ever endured ;
and it was the more poignant as the -
Duke himfelf partook of the injuftice.

* The letter of Benaldaki to Caramufti.. Vor-
vME oF LETTERS.

Aayg In-
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Tneffequally did Valeaire endeavour to
undeceive him, ineffectually did he
appeal to the proofs he had given of
his attachment and his forrow :

Fe Pai dit & la tcrre, au ciel, & Gufman méme*:

he wrote in his grief, but he was not
underftood.

The great and people in office have
interefts, but rarely opinions. To op-
pofe thofe who agree with their prefent
d is, in their eyes, to declare

themfelves. That attachment of
irPehich is ane of the ftrongeft paf-
. ® To earth, to heaven, to Gufman’s felf the tale

i 3old,
fions



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE., 361

fions of cxalted and independent minds,
appears romantic to them. They {up-
pofe that a_philofopher has, like them.
{elves, no opinions but thofe of the mo.
ment, and confequently that he muift
change his profeflions according to the
temporary interefts of their friends or
patrons. They confider him as a man
made to defend the caufe which they
have embraced and not to fupport his
own principles; to ferve under them and
not to examine the juftice of the war.
Thus the Duke de Choifeul appeared
to imagine that Voltaire, in deference
to him, ought ecither to have betrayed
or concealed his opinions on queftions
of public right. An important anec-

dotes
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dote, which proves how eafily the pride
of power and birth deftroys the recol-
lettion of the natural independence of
the human foul, and which difplays the
mcquality of men’s minds, which is
much more real than that of their rank

or fituatiom, '

Voltaire beheld, with pleafure, the
pratice of felling judicial offices abo-
lifbed, the fees of the judges fupprefl-
ed, and the immenfe jurifdiGion of the
g}lament of Paris contratted within
narrower limits: abufes which he had
combated, for more than forty years,
pﬁ the weapons of reafon and ridi-
;ﬁlle. He preferred a fingle mafter to

many;
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many ; a fovereign whofe prejudices
are alone to be feared to a troop of .
defpots whofe prejudices are greater
but whofe partial interefts and litle
paffions are more fatal to mankind, and
who, more formidable to the unpro-
tected, are efpecially fo to men whofe
knowledge alarms them and whofe
glory irritates them. He was wont to
fay : “¢ I have a ftubborn back ; I can
make a fingle bow well enough, but a
hundred bows in fucceflion are too fa-

tiguing.”

He therefore applauded the regula-
tions which had been adopted, and,

among men of congenial minds, he ex-
prefled
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prefled his approbation. Doubtlefs, he
perceived with what contraed views
this happy opportunity of reforming
the legiflation, of unfhackling the mind
and reftoring to man the rights of men,
of at once profcribing intolerance and
barbarity, and, in fine, of dating from
this ﬁomcnt, the epoch of a revolution
propitious to the nation, glorious to the
prince and his minifters, had been neg-
le€ted and loft. But Voltaire had alfo
too much penectration not to feel that
though the laws were the fame the
magiftrates were changed; that if even
thefe thould inherit the {pirit of their
predeceflors neither their credit nor

their infolence could defcend o them,
2 that
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that the innovation, by depriving thém
of the blind refpe& whick the valgar
entertain for all that bears the rufi of
antiquity, had deprived them of muchk
of their power, that the public votce
could alone reftore their influence, and
to obtain its fuffrage there remmammed
no other means than that of liftening to
reafon and of uniting themfelves te the
cnemies of prejudice, and the friends

of the human race.

The approbation which Voltaire gave
to the meafures of the Chancellor Mau-
peou,. was at leaft ferviceable to the
oppreflfed. Though he could not pre-
cure juftice to be done to the memory

of
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of the unfortunate la Barre, though he
could not reftore the young d’ Etal-
londe to his country, though the mi-
nifter’s pufillanimous refpe&t for the
clergy concealed from him the true in-
tereft of his glory, ftill Voltaire had the
happinefs to fave the wife of Mont-
“ bailli. This unhappy man, accufed of
parricide, had perifhed on the wheel ;
his wife was alfo condemned to death ;
but the was fuppofed to be pregnant,
and was fortunate enough to obtain a

refpite. .

The tribunals had juft rejected a pro-
vident law which, placing an interval

between judgment and execution in
which
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which the truth might be difcovered
and innocence difplayed, would have
prevented almoft all their unjuft deci-
fions; and they had refufed it with an
intemperance which fufficed to prove
its neceflity.* Women alone, by de-
claring themfelves pregnant, could
efcape the danger of thefe precipitate
executions. In the -fpace of lefs than
twenty years the lives of three inno-
cent perfons, who had attratted the
public curiofity by fome particular cir-

* It is but jufticc to obferve that all the ma-
giftrates did not entertain this high idea of their
rights, and this love of power. One of them has
merited the efteem and veneration of every citizen,
by fpeaking, in the parliament of Paris, thefe re-

markable words: The citixens alone bave rights;
the magiftrases, as magifirates, bave only duties.

cumftances,
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cumftances, had been faved by this
privilege ; another proof of the utility
of that law which was oppofed only by
a barbarous pride, and which ought to
exift till experience fhall have proved
that the new legifiation (which doubt.
Jefs will foon replace the old code)
no longer expofes ianocence to any

danger.

The trial of the wife of Montbailli
was:revifed ;. the council of Astois, by
which fhe had been condemned, de-
clared her innocent ; and, more noble
or lefs prefumptuous than the parlia-
merte of Thouloufe, they lamented the-

irreparable misfortuae of having caufed
an
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an innocent perfon to perifh, and they
impofed on themfelves the duty of pro-
viding for the remaining days of the
unfortunate woman whofe happinefs
they had deftroyed.

Had Voltaire exprefled his zeal
againft fuch a&s of injuftice only as
were connetted with public events
or the caufe of toleration, he might
have been accufed of vanity; but this
zeal was equally ardent in that obfcure
caufe, to which his name-alone has
given celebrity.

We have fince feen, in like manner,
a magiftrate*, too.foon fnatched away

* M. Dupati.
Vor. L. Bb from;



370 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

from his friends and the unfortunate,
intereft Europe in the caufe of three
peafants of Champagne; and obtain,
by his eloquence and perfeverance, a
fplendid and lafting fame, the reward
of zcal which humanity and the love
of juftice alone had infpired. Men
incapable of thefe actions never fail to
attribute them to a defire of renown ;
they know not what anguith the fpec-
tacle of an unjuft act inflicts on a no-
ble and feeling mind, to what degree
it torments memory and thought, and
how greatly it caufes the imperious de-
fire of preventing or repairing a crime
to be felt; they are ignorant of that
.emotion, that involuntary horror, which

is
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is excited in all the fenfes by the fight,
even by the mere idea, of an oppreflor
efcaping with triumph or impunity;
and we mutft pity thofe who could think
that the author of Alzire and Brutus
needed the glory attendant on a good
a&ion, to incite him to defend inno-

cence and to rife up againft tyranny.

A new occafion of avenging infulte
humanity was prefented to Voltaire. Vaf-
falage folemnly abolifhed in France by
Louis Hutin (the boiffervus), again exifted
under Louis XV. in many provinces. I
vain had a proje of abolifhing it been
more than once formed. Avarice and
pride had filenced juftice, by a refift-

Bb 2 ance
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ance which had fatigued the indolence
of government ; and the fuperior tri-
bunals, compofed of nobles, had fa-
voured the pretenfions of the proprie-

tors of thefe feignories.

Thisenormitytyrannifed over Franche
Comté, and particularly over the terri-
tory of St. Claude, the fecular monks of
which, in 1742, owed the greateft part
of their lands, held in Mort-Main, to
nothing better than falfe titles; and
exercifed their rights with a rigour
which reduced to mifery an uninformed
but good and induftrious people. At
the death of each poffefor, if his child-
ren had not conftantly inhabited the

paternal
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paternal houfe, the fruit of his labours
appertained to the monks ; the widow
and her offspring, without furniture,
" without cloaths, and without dwelling,
pafled from the competence procured by
labour, toall the horrors of want. Should
a ftranger die after having dwelta year
on this {pecies of land, ftrucken with
the feudal anathema, his property alfo
became that of the monks; nor did a
fon fucceed to the inheritance of his
father, if it could be proved that he had
paffed the night of his nuptials out of

the paternal houfe.

Thefe people fuffered without daring
to complain, and beheld, with mute

Bb3 grief,
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grief, the fruits of their economy, which
fhould have furnifhed ufeful capitals to
induﬁry and the culture of the land,
become the prey of the monks. Hap-
pily, the conftruétion of a great road
opened a communication betwecn them
and the neighbouring cantons. They
lIearnt that, at the foot of mount Jura,
there cxifted a man whofe intrepid voice
had more than once caufed the very
palaces of kings to refound with the
complaints of the opprefled, and at
whofe name facerdotal tyranny turned
pale.  To him they related their
griefs, and in him they found a pro-

teCtor,

Thefe
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Thefe ufurpations, this inexorable
cruelty of hypocritical pricfts, who
dared to call themfelves the difciples
of an humble mafter yet wifhed to
hold men in flavery, were proclaimed,
not only to France but to all Europe.
Yet, after foliciting relief for many
years, nothing could bc obtained from
the timid fucceflor of M. de Maupeou,
except an arret of council, which for-
bade this bafe violation of the rights
of mankind. His fear of difobliging
the parliament of Befangon would not
permit him to withdraw, from its jurif-
di¢ion, a caufe which could not be
regarded as an ordinary fuit without
fhamefully acknowledging the legiti-

Bb4 macy
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macy of the feudal flavery. The vaffals
of St. Claudc were fent back to a tri-
bunal, whofe members, the lords of
the lands fubjeét to this tyranny, took
a. barbarous pleafure in riveting the
chains of thofe poor people; who ftill

continue enflaved.

All they have obtained was the liber-
ty, granted them in 1778, of abandon-
ing their home and their country to
efcape from the dominion of the monks;
but another article of that fame law
more than balanced thisSbenefa&ion,
fo -ineffe€tual to unfortunate men,
whom poverty rather than the law has
confined to the fpot of their birth. In

this
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this very edict the fovereign has, for
the firft time, given the name and fa-
cred charater of property to the de-
teftable rights which, even in the midft
of the ignorance and barbarity of the
thirteenth century, were confidered as
ufurpations which neither time nor ti-
tles can render legitimate ; and an hy-
pocritical minifter has made the liberty
of the peafant depend, not on the juf-
tice of laws, but on the will of his ty-

rants.

Who that reads thefe details would
fuppofe that he reads the life of a great
poet, of a prolific and indefatigable
writer?  We forget his literary fame,

as
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as he himfelf loft fight of it. He {eem-
ed no longer to purfue any objctt of
fame, but that of avenging the human
race, and of f{natching vi&ims from

oppreflion.

His genius, however, incapable of in-
attivity, cultivated every fpecies of lite-
raturc on which it had ever exercifed its
powers, and even dared to eflay new
fubjects. He publifhed'fome tragedies,
which we may doubtlefs, reproach with
feeblenefs, and which could no longer
force the applaufes of an audience whom
he himfelf had rendered difficult, but
in which the man of letters may gratify
his taftc by beautiful verfes, and his

Jjudgment
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judgment by prcfound, enlightened
ideas, while he who is ambitious to
write for the theatre may in them ftudy
the fecrets of his art; he wrote tales,
in which that fpecies of compofition, till
then employed only to refle& pleafing
and voluptuous images, which amufe
the imagination or awaken gaiety, af
fumed a more philofophic charatter,
and became, like the apologue, a
fchool of morality and reafon ; he wrote
epiftles, which, if compared with his
firft works, will be found lefs corre,
lefs uniformly animated, and lefs poeti-
cal; but, inreturn, pofleffled of more
fimplicity and variety, a more general
and free f{pirit of philofophy, and a

greater
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greater number of thofe acute and deep

remarks which are the produ& of ex-
perience. To thefe he added fatires,

in which prejudice and its patrons arc
ridiculed under a thoufand varying

forms.

About the fame time, in his Phi-
lofophy of Hiftory, he gave leflons to
hiftorians, while he provoked the en-
mity of pedants, by unveiling their dul-
nefs, credulity, and invidious admira-
tion of antiquity ; he finithed his Effay
on the Manners and Spirit of Nations,
his Age of Louis XIV. to which he
added the Age of Louis XV. an in-

complete but faithful hiftory, the only
onc
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one by which we can form an adequate
idea of the events of that reign, and in
which we find all the truth that can be
expected in a cotemporary hiftory,
which is neither a libel nor a eulo-

gium,

New romances, works fometimes
fcrious and fometimes humorous, and
di¢tated by circumftances, did not add
to his reputation, but they continued
to render it ever prefent with the pub-
lic, to fuftain the interefts of his parti-
fans, and to humiliate that herd of
fecret enemies, who affumed the mafk
of aufterity, that they might withhold

that
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that admiration which the example of

Europe commanded them to give.

In fine, he undertook to affemble,
in the form of a dictionary, all the ideas
which prefented themfelves to his mind
on the various objects of his refletions;
that is to fay, on almoft all that is com-
prifed in the circle of human know-
ledge. In this collection, modeftly
entitled, Queftions to the Lovers of
Science refpecting the Encyclopedia,
he. treats fucceflively of theology, gramn-
mar, natural philofophy, and literature.
At one time, he difcuffes the fubjeéts
of antiquity; at others, queftions of

policy,
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policy, legiflation, and public economy.
His ftyle ever animated and feductive,
clothed thefe various objefts with a
charm hitherto known to himfelf only;
and which chiefly fprings from the
licence with which, yielding to his fuc-
ceffive emotions, adapting his ftyle lefs
to his fubje¢t than to the momentary
difpofition of his mind, fometimes he
{preads ridicule on objets which feem
capable of infpiring only horror, and,
almoft inflantaneoufly hurried away by
the energy and fenfibility of his {Ol.ll,
he vehemently and eloquently exclaims
againft abufes which he had juft before
treated with mockery. His anger is

excited
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excited by falfe tafte ; he quickly per-
ceives that his indignation ought to be
referved for interefts which are more
important ; and he finithes by laugh-
ing in his ufual way. Sometimes, he
abruptly leaves a moral or political
difcuffion for a literary criticifm ; and,
in the midft of a lcflon on tafte, he
pronounces abftra&t maxims of the
profoundeft philofophy, or makes a
fudden and terrible attack on fana-

ticifm and tyranny.

The conftant intereftewhich Voltaire
took in the fuccefs of Ruffia againft

the Turks deferves to be noticed.
2 . Highly
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Highly diftinguifhed by the favours
of the emprefs, doubtlefs gratitude
animated his zeal; but we fhould be
deceived did we imagine his zeal had
no dther caufe. Superior to thofe politics
of the counting-houfe, which take the
intereft of merchants known to finan-
ciers for the intercfts of commerce, and
the interefts of commerce for that of
the human race, not lefs fuperior to
thofe vain ideas of the balance of Eu-
rope fo valuable to political compilers,
he beheld, in the deftruttion of the
Ottoman empire, millions of men at
lealt affured of fhunning under the
dcfpo.tifm of a fovereign the intolerable
defpotifm of a whole people ; he hoped

Vour. L. - Ce to
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to fee the imperious manners of the
Eaft which condemn women to a dif-
graceful flavery banifhed into the un-
happy climates that gave them birth.
Immenfe countries fituated under a
propitious Heaven, deftined by nature
to be clothed with all the productions
moRt ufeful to mankind, would have
been reftored to the induftry of their
inhabitants ; thefe countries, the firft
in which man difcovered genius, would
havé beheld, again {pringing up in
their bofom, the arts of which they
“gave the moft perfect models, and the
fciences, whofe foundations were laid:
by them.

The
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The ufual {peculations of {ome mer-
chants would without doubt have been
deranged, and their profits diminithed;
but the real welfare of all people would
have been augmented, becaufe it is not
poffible to extend the f{pace on the
globe in which agriculture flourifhes,
commerce isfecure, and induftry attive,
without increafing for the ufe of all men
the mafs of enjoyments and refources.
Can it be defirable that a philo-
fopher fhould prefer the riches of fome
nations to the liberty of an entire peo-
ple, and the commerce of a few cities to
the progrefs of agriculture and of the
arts in a great empire? Far from us
‘be thofe defpicable reafoners who would

Cga2 fall
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ftill hold Greece in Turkifh chains, in
orc;ler that they may feize on the per-
fons of men, fell them as herds of cat-
tle, compel them, by the dread of pu-
nithment, to furnith food for their
infatiable avarice ; and who gravely
calculate the pretended wealth which
is . produced, by thefe outrages on

naturc.

That men fhould every where be
free, and that each country thould en-
joy the advantages given it by nature,
would be the common interefts of all
people, as well of thofe who have re-
aflumed their rights as of thofe in
which certain individuals, and not the

community
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community, have been benefitted by
the diftrefs of others. Oppofed to
objeéts fo grand and to that eternal
good which would arife out of a revo-
lution fo vaft, of what importance
would the ruin of a few avaricious men
be; and of men too, whofe wealth
originated in the tears and the blood

of their fellow citizens !

Thus thought M. Turgot ; and thus

Voltaire could not but think.

Men have declaimed againft the in-
juftice of a war againft the Turks:
can we be unjuft toward a hoard of rob-
bers, who hold a people in flavery,

Cc g and
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and whofe avidious ferocity overwhelms
thefe people with outrages ? Liet them
return to thofe deferts which the imbe-
cility. of Europe permitted them rto
quit, fince, in their brutal pride, they
have contimued to produce a race of
tyrants ! At length, let the country of
thofe to whom we owe our knowledge,
our arts, and even our virtues, ceafe ta
be difhonoured by the prefence of a
people who unite the defpicable vices

of effeminacyto the ferocity of {avages!

Fears are-entertainied for-the-balance
-of ‘Europe, as though fuch conquefts
would hot -dimi;rifh , inftead of increaf-
'ing tlie power of the cohquerors; as

though
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though Afia muft not long offer an eafy
prey to the ambitious, which would
give them a diftafte for the hazardous
conquefts which might be obtained in
Europe. It is not the policy of princes,
it is the wifdom of a civilifed people,
which muft for ever preferve the peace
of Europe ; and the more civilization
fhall extend over the earth, the more
{hall we behold war and conquefts, as

well as flavery and mifery, difappear,

Louis the XVth died. This prince,
who had long in his conduét contemn-
ed the precepts of the moral chriftian,
was not, however, {uperior to fuperfti-
tious terrors, 'The menaces of religion

Ccgy aflumed
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affumed new vigour to terrify him on the
appearance of the leaft danger ; but he
imagined that a promife of continence
fo eafily made on a death-bed, and
certain words from the mouth of a
prieft, could expiate the errors of a
reign of fixty years. Even more timid
than fuperftitious, accuftomed by the
Cardinal de Fleury to confider liberty
of thought as a caufe of diforder in
ftates, or at leaft of embarrafiment to
governments, it was neverthelefs in de-
fpight of himfelf that under his reign
human reafon made a rapid progrefs in
France. He who laboured for its ad-
vancement with moft fuccefs and fplen-
doyr was become the object of his

hatred,
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hatred. Yet he refpetted in Volraire
the glory of France; and could not
view, without pride, the admiration of
Europe place one of his fubjecls in the

firft rank of illuftrious characters.

His death made no change in Vol-
taire’s fituation. To the prejudices of
Cardinal de Fleury, M. Maurepas join-
ed a ftill more implacable hatred of all
thofe who rofe fuperior to the ordinary

clafs of men,

Voltaire had been profufe of his ex-
aggerated praife of Louis XV. till the
time of his vifit to the court of Pruffia,

but
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but without being able to difarm the
king's unjuft diflike of him. He had
obferved an almoft abfolute filence from
the period in which the errors and mis-
fortunes of this reign would have ren-
dered eulogy abjet. But after the
death of .that monarch he daied to be
juft to his memory, at the inflant in
which nearly the whole nation feemed
happy in wounding his name. It has
been remarked that the philofophers,
whom Louis XV. did not patronize,
were at that time the only perfons who
obferved fome impartiality; while the
prielts, loaden with his benefactions,
snfulted his weaknefs. '
The
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The new reign foon prefented to
Voltaire hopes which he had not dared
to form. M. Turgot was called to the
adminiftration. Voltaire knew him to
be a man of profound genius, who, in
every fpecies of fcience, had created
furc and determinate principles on
which he had founded all his opinions,
and according to which he directed the
whole of his condu¢t ; a glory that.no
other ftatefman has been worthy of
partaking with him. He knew that, to
a foul zealous for the truth and for the
happinefs of man, M. Turgot united
fortitude that was above all fear, and
grandeur of charalter fuperior to afl
diffimulation ; that in his eyes the moft

important
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important fituation was but the meazs
of executing his falutary views; and
appeared to him no more than a vile
flavery when that hope fhould be loft.
In fine, Voltaire knew that, free from
all prejudices and detefting, in thofe
prejudices, the moft dangcrous ene-
mies of the human race, M. Turgot
regarded the liberty of thought and of
the prefs as the right of cach citizen,
and the right of entire nations, whofc
happinefs the progrefs of reafon alone

can eftablifh on an immoveable bafis.

In the nomination of M. Turgot,
¥oltaire faw the dawn of the reign
of reafon; fo long difavowed and

much
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much longer perfecuted ; he dared to
look for the rapid fall of prejudices,
and for the deftrution of that cowardly
and tyrannic policy which, tofl atter the
pride or indolence of men in place, had
condemned the people to humiliation

and mifery.

Yet his attempts in favour of the
vaffals of Mount Jura were ineffe&ual;
and in vain he endeavoured to ob-
tain for d’Etallonde, and for the me-
mory of the Chevalier de la Barre, that
diftinguifhed juftice which humanity
and the national honour equally re-
quired. Thefe objectswere foreign to
the department of the finances; and

that
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that fuperiority of information, of cha<
ra&er, and of virtue, which M. Turgot
could not conceal, had created him,
in the other minifters and in the in-
triguing fubalterns of office, too many
enemies ; who, finding neither ambi-
tion nor perfonal projeéts to oppofe in
him, bent themfelves againft all that
they believed confonant with his juft

and beneficent defigns.

\
Befide, liberty could not be reftored

to the vaflals of mount Jura without
offending the parliament of Befancon ;
the revifion of the proeefs of Abbeville
thad humiliated that of Paris; and an
unwife policy had re-eftablifhed the

2 parliaments
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parliaments without taking advantage
of their temporary overthrow, and the
little credit of thofe who had replaced-
them, to introduce into the laws and:
the tribunals an entire reform, the ne-
ceflity of which was felt by all enlight-
ened men. But an adminiftration
which was feeble, and the enemy of re-
formation, did not dare or did not
with to feize this occafion, in which
the public good had found ftill lefs ob-
ftacles than in the inftance which was fo
fhamefully negle&ed by the Chancellor

Maupeou.

- 'Thus alfo, through complaifance to
the prejudices of the parliaments, mini-

fters
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fters fuffered the advantages for the
reform of education to be loft, which
‘was offered to them by the deftru&ion
of the Jefuits. They did not even, in
1774, take any precaution to prevent
the renewal of the contentions which,
in 1770, had led to the ruin of the
magiftracy. They had purfued but a
fingle object, the advantage of fecuring
a perfonal gratitude, which gave to the
authors of the change a means of em-
ploying the credit of the corps, whofe
re-eftablitbment was their work, with
fuccefs againft the rivals of their
power.
.}-knde the only advantage which
Viglkaire could obtain, from the admi-
niftration
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niftration of M. Turgot, was to with-
draw the little country of Gex from
the tyranny of the farms. Separated
from France by mountains, having an
ealy communication withs Geneva and
Switzerland, this unfortunate ;:ountry
could not be fubjeted to the reves
nue laws without becoming the theatre
of perpetual war between the fervants
of the revenue and the inhabitants,
nor without paying expences for the
collettion ftill more burdenfome than
the impofts themfelves. The little im-
portance of this regulation fhould have
rendered it eafy; yet, it was long fo-
licited, in vain, by M. de Voltaire.
Vor. I. Dd Part
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Part of the provinces of France have,
through various caufes, efcaped the
yoke of the Farm-general, or have only
borne half of its weight ; but the farm-
ers-general have inceflantly increafed
their limits, and envelloped in their
chains detached cantons which had
tong been protected by feudal privi-
leges. They believed that their God
Terminus, like that of the Romans,
ought never to recede; and that the
firft ftep he fhould retreat would be the
prefage of deftrution to the empire.
Their oppofition, however, could nor
induce M. Turgot to abandon a juft and
beneficent operation, which, without

injury
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injury to the revenue, would leffen the
burden of the inhabitants, diminifh the
number of crimes and oppreffions, and
reftore profperity and peace to a diftri¢t

pillaged by defpotifm.

The country of Gex, then, was de-
livered from the yoke, on condition of
raifing thirty thoufand livres ; and Vol-
taire had the pleafure of writing to his
friends, in a parody of a verfe of
Mithridates :

Et mes derniers regards ont vu fuir les commis *,

Voltaire’s refpe& for M. Turgot
would have been augmented by the

* And, at length, I've feen the excifemen fly.

Dda ediéts
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edidts of 1776 had he not already
known that minifter’s genius, and com-
prehended his views. This great ftatef-
man had perceived that, placed at the
head of the finances at a moment in
which he was embarraflfed by the mafs
of the public debt,‘ and by obftacles
which the courtiers ar:d the firft minifter
oppofed to every great reform in ad-
miniftration and to all important eco-
nomy, he could not diminifh the im-
pofts ; but he wifhed, at leaft, to give
fome confolation to the people, and
fome indemnity to the proprietors of
*ds, by reftoring to them rights of
which they had been deprived by op-

preffive regulations.
The
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The remains of feudal flavery which
fpread defolation through the coun-
try, which compelled the poor to la-
bour without hire, and deprived agri-
culture of the hufbandinen’s cattle,
were changed into an impoft, paid only
by the proprietors of land. Through
all the cities, ridiculous corporations
obliged a part of the inhabitants to
purchafe the right of labouring ; thofe
who fubfifted by commerce or their
own induftry were compelled to live
under the vaffalage of a certain number
of privileged people, or to pay a tri-
bute to thefe bodies ; this abfurd infti-
tution difappeared, and the right of

Ddj freely
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freely employing their time and

ftrength was reftored to the citizens.

The proprietors of grain and of wine,
the firft harraffed by popular preju-
dices, the other by defpotic privileges,
which had been extorted by particular
cities, were relieved from thofe oppref-
fions ; and thefe wife laws could not
fail to accelerate the progrefs of agri-
culture, and multiply the national
wealth, by infuring the fubfiftence of
the people. '

But thefe beneficent edifts were the
fignal of that minifter’s fall who had
the
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the boldnefs to conceive them. They
excited the oppofition of the parlia-
ments who were interefted in fupport-
ing the Jurandes* the fertile fource of
lucrative law fuits, who were not lefs
attached to the old regulations which
furnifhed them with the means of a&-
ing on the minds of the people, who
were irritated to fee the burden of
making roads laid on the opulent own~
ers of land, and were without any hope
that an unworthy condefcenfion would
continue to lighten the weight of their
individual taxes, but who were more
paticularly alarmed at the influence
* The wardenthip of the different companies

of tradefren. ! .
Ddg which
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which feemed to be acquired by a mi-
nifter, whofe benevolent {pirit menaced

the overthrow of their power.

The intrigues of the enemies of M.
Turgot were ftrengthened by this
league of the parliaments; and it was
then perceived how ferviccable to their
fecret and pernicious defigns was the
manner in which the tribunals had
been re-eftablithed ; it was then feen
how dangerous it is to a minifter to
defign the welfare of the people; and,
pérhaps, were we to mount up to the
caufe of events, we fhould find that
* the fall even of vicious minifters has
ariginated in the good which they

withed
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wifhed to do, and not in the evil which

they have produced.

In the calamities of France Voltaire
beheld the deftru&tion of hopes which
he had entertained for the advance-
ment of the human mind. He had
imagined that intolerance, fuperftition,
and the monftrous prejudices which in-
fected every branch of legiflation, every
department of power, and all con-
ditions of fociety, would have fled be-
fore a minifter who was the friend of

» juftice, of liberty, and reafon. Such as
have accufed Voltaire of bafe adula-
tion, fuch as have bitterly reproached
him with the ufe which he made of

praife,
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praife, perhaps too frequently, to in-
fluence the minds of powerful men
and to compecl them to be juft and
bumane, may compare thofe praifes to
his eulogy of M. Turgot, and to his
Epiftle 10 a Maiz which he addrefled to
that minifter at the moment of his dif-
grace. They will then diftinguifh the
admiration which is the refult of feel-
ing, from a compliment; and the
eftecin which arifes in the foul, from
the play of imagination; and they will
perccive that Voltaire committed no
other crime than that of treating cour- .
tiers as women : ncarly the fame pro-
teftations are beftowed on the whole
4ex; and it is the tone alone that di-

ftinguifhes
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ftinguithes the praife which is felt from

that which is given to politenefs.

Voltaire, offering incenfe to kings
and minifters to engage them on the
fide of truth, and Voltaire, celebrat-
ing genius and virtue, fpeaks not the
famc language. Did he with only to
flatter, hc was prodigal of the charms
of his brilliant imagination, he mul-
tiplicd thefc ingenious ideas which
were ever ready at his call ; but did he
with to render an homage acknow-
ledged by his heart, it was his foul
which efcaped him, it was his reafon
which fpoke. During his vifit to Paris
his admiration of M. Turgot was in-

fufed
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fufed through all his difcourfe. M.
Turgot was the man whom he oppofed
to all who complained of the depravity
of our age ; and to him his mind gave
its entire approbation. I have feen him
take his hands, bathe them with his
tears, kifs them, in defpight of M.
Turgot’s refiftance, and cry with a
voice interrupted by fobs: ¢¢Let me

kifs the hand which would feal the
happinefs of the people.”

Voltaire had long defired to revifit
his country, and to enjoy his reputation
ingshe midft of the fame people who
been the witnefs of his firft fuccefs

and too often the accomplice of his

enemies,
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enemies. M. de Villette had lately,
at Ferney, efpoufed Mademoifelle de
Varicour, a lady defcended from a
noble family in the country of Gex,
whom her relations had confided to the
care of Madame Denis. Voltaire ac-
companied them to Paris, partly led
by the defire of feeing the reprefen-
tation of the tragedy of Irene, which
he had fhortly before finithed. It had
been kept a profound fecret ; and ma-
lice had not time to prepare her poifon,
nor would the public enthufialm have
permitted its operation. A croud of
men and women of every rank and
condition, from whom his verfes had

drawn the tears of humanity, who had
2 fo
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fo frequently admired his genius at the
theatre and in reading his works, who
were indebted to him for their im-
provement, whofe prejudices he had
deftroyed, and to whom he had im-
parted a fpark of that zeal againft fana-
ticifm by whofe flame he was devoured,
were eager to behold him. Jealoufy
was filent before a glory which it was
impoffible to extinguith, before the
bencfit which he had conferred on man-
kind. Minifters, and proud prelates,
were obliged to refpect the idol of the
nation. This enthufiafm was even fpread
through the common ranks of the peo-
ﬁ; they crouded round his windows,
dnd paffed whole hours there with the

hope
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hope of feeing him for one moment.
His carriage, which could fcarcely pro-
ceed along the ftreets, was furrounded
by a numerous multitude, who blefled

him and cclebrated his works.

The French academy, which had not
adopted him till the age of fifty-two,
lavithed honours on him, and received
him rather as fovereign of the em«
pire of letters than as an equal. The
children of thofe haughty courtiers,
whofe pride had .been wounded to fee
him live in their fociety without mean-
nefs, and who had wifhed to humiliate
in his perfon the fuperiority of genius
and talents, contended for the honour

of
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of being prefented to him, and of an.
opportunity to boaft that they had feen

Voltaire.

But it was at the theatre, Qherc he
had fo long reigned, that he had the
greateft honours to expect. He went
to the third reprefentation of Irene;
which was, indeed, but a feeble tra-
gedy ; which, however, poffefled many
beauties, and in which the wrinkles of
age could not conceal the facred im-
prefliop of genius. He alone drew the
attention of a people, eager to diftin-
guith his features, to obferve his gef-
tures, to purfue the direttion of his
eyes. His buft was crowned on the

ftage



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 417
ftage in the midft of applaufe, c.ries of
joy, and tears of enthufiafm. To qu'it
the theatre he muft pafs through the
“multitude .that crouded reund _hirn_ ;
feeble, fcarce able to fupport himfelf,
the guards, '\a;hich were defigned to

- proteét him from the eagernefs of zeal,
became ufelefs ; .at his 'approach', each
retired with a rcfpcél;ful attention, or
difputed the honour of fupporting him
a moment on the ftairs; each ftep of-
fered him new aid, nor was any one
pqrmittcci to arrogate too long the righs

of giving him affiftance.

The fpeators followed him to his
apartment, and the air was filled with
.Yor. I._ Ee the
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the cries of Long live Voltaire! Long live
the Henriade! Long live Mabomet ! num-
bers fell at his fcet, and numbers kiffed
his garment. Never has man been re-
ceived with more interefting marks of
admiration and of public affection, nor
ever has gentus been honoured by a
more flattering homage ; and this ho-
mage was addrefled, not to his power,
but to the happinefs which he had con-
ferred on man. An illuftrious poet
would have been received only with
plaudits : tears flowed before the phi-
Jofopher, who had deftroyed the fetters

of reafon, and avenged the caufe of

-Ranity.

The
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The fublime and impaffioned foul of
Voltaire was moved with thefe tributes
of refpect and zeal: ¢¢ Thiey with me
to die with pleafure,” he faid; but it
was the voice of fenfibility, and not the
artifice of felf-love. In the midft of
the honours paid him by the French
academy, he was particularly ftruck
by the poffibility of introducing into
that place a more daring philofophy :
¢¢ They treat me with more attention
than I merit,” he faid to me, one day;
¢¢ do you know that I do not defpair
of caufing the eulogium of Coligny to
be {poken there ?”

During the run of Irene, he was
employed in revifing his effay on the

Ee 2 Man-
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Manners and the {pirit of Nations ; and
to give, in that work, fome new wounds
to fanaticifm. He had with fecret plea-
fure obferved, at ‘the theatre, that the
lines which were received with the
greateft acclamations were thofe in
which he attacked fuperftition and the
names fhe had long rendered facred ;
and it was to this object he afcribed all
the glory he had acquired. He beheld,
in that general admiration, the empire
which he had exercifed over the mind,
and the deftru&ion of prejudices which
he had accomplifhed.

At this fame time, Pazis boafted,
alfo, the prefence of the celebrated
I Franklin,
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I'ranklin, who, in another hemifphere,
had been the apoftle of philofophy and
toleration. L.ike Voltaire, he had often
employed the weapon of humour which
correts the abfurdities of men, and
had difplayed their perverfenefs as a
folly more fatal, but alfo worthy of
pity. He had joined to the fcience of
metaphyficks the genius of practical
philofophy ; as Volraire, that of poetry.
Franklin had delivered the vaft coun-
trics of America from the yoke of Eu-
rope; and Voltairc had freed Europe
from the yoke of the ancient theocracy
of Afia. Franklin was eager to fee a
man whofe reputation had long been
{prcad over both worlds ; Voltaire, al-

Ee 3 though
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though kc had loftthe habit of fpeak-
ing Englith, endeavoured to fupport
the converfation in that language ; and,
afterwards reaffuming the French, he
faid : Je wai pu véfifler an d'fir de parler

wn necient la langre de M. Franklin®.

The American philofopher prefented
his grandfon to Voltaire, with a requeft
that he would give him his benediclion.
¢¢ God and liberty!” faid Voleaire: ¢ it
is the only bencdiction which can be
given to the grandfon of Franklin.”
They went together to a public affem-
bly of the academy of {cicnces, and the

* T ghold not refift the defire of fpealiing the
{arguaS’ Mr. Franklin for a moment.

public
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public at the fame time beheld with
emotion thefe two men, born in differ-
ent quarters of the globe, refpectable by
their years, their glory, the employment
of their life, and both enjoying the in-
fluence which they had exercifed over
the age in which they lived. They em-
braced each other in the midft of public
acclamations, and it was f{aid to be So-
lon who embraced Sophocles. But the
French Sophocles had trampled on er-
ror and advanced the reign of reafon;
and the Solon of Philadelphia, having
placed the conftitution of his country
on the immoveable foundation of the
rights of men, had no fear of fceing
his uncertain laws, even during his own

Ee s life,
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life, open the way to tyranny and pre-

pare fetters for his country.

Age had not enfeebled the ativity
of Voltaire, and the tranfports with
which he was received by his fellow
citizens feemed to renew his vigour.
He formed the defign of refuting what-
ever the Duke de St. Simon in his me-
moirs, then unpublifhed, had written
under the influence of hatred and pre-
judice, Wit thefe memoirs, whichmight
derivellifne authority from the known
probity of the author and from his rank
and title of cotemporary, fhould appear
q‘i'iftimc in which men would be too
ﬁ removed from the eventy of which

he
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he f{peaks, to dete& error and defend

the truth.

He had alfo induced the French aca-
demy to adopt the defign of forming
its dictionary on a new plan. They
were to have deduced the hiftory of
each word from the period in which it
had appeared in the language, to give
the various meanings which it afflumed
in different ages, and the various ac-
ceptations it had reccived, and to cm-
ploy, in order to difplay thefe varied
fhades, not capricious phrafes, but ex-
amples felected from authors of the
greateft authority. Then would have
been feen the true literary and gram-

matical
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matical dictionary of the language, and
not only foreigners but even French-
men might, in that work, have acquir-

ed a knowledge of all its delicacy.

This dictionary would have prefent-
ed inftructive pages to men of letters,
would have contributed to form the
national taftc, and arrcfted the progrefs
of corruption. Each academician was
to have explained a letter of the alpha-
bet. Voltairc undertook the letter A ;
and, to excite the induftry of his bre-
thren, and to banifh the difficulty of
executing this plan, he was defirous to
finifh, within a few months, that part

of the work which he had afflumed.
His
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His ftrength was wafted by fuch excef-
five application ; and he had been much
reduced by a {pitting of blood, caufed
by his efforts during the reprefentation
of Ircne. Yet, the a&ivity of his mind
fubdued all, and concealed from him
the real weaknefs of his conftitution.
At length, deprived of fleep by an irri-
tation produced by too intenfe labour,
he withed to procure fome hours repofe,
that he might be in a condition to lead
the academy irrevocably to engage in
the new dictionary, againft which fome
objettions had arifen ; and he refolved
to take opium. His imagination pof-
fefled all its vivacity, his foul was equally
reftlefs and impetuous, his charader

abated
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abated not of its gaiety and its vigour,
when he took the opiate which he judg-
ed to be neceflary. During the fame
evening, his friends had heard him ex-
prefs his deteftation of prejudices with
his ufual eloquence ; and foon after be-
held him viewing them only on the
ndiculous fide, and deriding them with
that peculiar grace and aptnefs which
characterifed his fallies of wit. But he
took the opiate at feveral dofes, and
was deceived as to the quantity, pro-
bably in the fpecies of intoxication
which the firft had produced. The
fame accident happened to him about
thirty-years before, and then placed his
kfe in danger. Unhappily, this time,

his
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his wafted powers were unable to con-
tend with the poifon. He had long beea
fubjett to a complaint in the bladder,
and in the general decay of his organs,
that foon contratted an incurable dif-

eafe.

Scarcely could he, during the long
interval between this fatal accident and
his death, preferve his recolle&ion for
a few fucceflive moments, or difengage
himfelf from the lethargy in which he
was plunged. To the young Count de
Lalli, however, who was even then cele-
brated for his courage, and who has
fince deferved celebrity by his elo-
quence and patrioti{m, he wrote, in one

of
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of thefe intervals, thofe lines, the laft
which were traced by his hand, in which
he applauds the royal authority whofe
juftice had lately annulled one of the
attrocious acts of parliamentary defpo-
tifm. At length, he expired on the

3oth of May, 1778.

The arrival of Voltaire at Paris had
re-kindled the fury of the fanatics, and
wounded the pride of the chiefs of the
hierachy ; but it had alfo infpired fome
priefts with an idea of building their
reputation and their fortune on the
cqgverfion of this illuftrious enemy.
Certainly, they could not flatter them-

felves with the hope of fubduing him,
2 but
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but they did not defpair of inducing
him to diffemble. Voltaire, who wifhed
to remain at Paris without being tor-
mented by facerdotal accufations, and
who, from a habit acquired in his
youth, thought it beneficial to the in-
terefts even of the friends of reafon,
that certain fcenes of intolerance fhould
not {ucceed his laft moments, had fent
in the beginning of his malady for an
almoner of the incurables, and who
had boafted of having reftored to the
bofom of the church the Abbé de
L’Attaignant, known by offences of
another kind.

The Abbé Gauthier confefled Vol-
taire, and received a profeffion of faith

from
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from him by which he declared that he
died in the catholic religion, in which
he was born.

When this circumftance was known,
which offended enlightened men rather
more than it edified the dcvotees, the
curate of Saint Sulpice ran to his pa-
rithioner, who received him with po-
litenefs, and gave him according to
ufage a handfome offering for his poor
people. But, mortified that the Abbé
Gauthier had anticipated him, he dif-
covered that the almoner of the in-
curables hacbbeen too eafily fatisfied
with his penitent, and that he ought
to have required a more particular pro-
deflion of faith, and an exprefs difavowal

of
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of all the doCtrines, contrary to ortho-
doxy, which Voltaire had been accufed
of maintaining. The Abbé Gauthiers
pretended that, by requiring cvery
thing, all would have been loft. Dur-
ing this difpute, Voltaire recovered,
Irene was played, and the converfion
was forgotten. But, in the moment of
the relapfe, the curate returned to Vol-
taire, abfolutely refolved not to inter
him, if he could not obtain the defired

recantation of his errors.

This curate was among thofc men
who are a mixture of hypocrify and
imbecility ; he {fpoke with the obftinate
petfuafion of a maniac, and acted with

Vou.l.  Ff the
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the flexibility of a jefuit ; he was hum-
ble in his manners even to bafcnefs,
arrogant in his facerdotal pretenfions,
fawning with the great, and charitable
to the populace who are governed by
the priefts that diftribute alms to them,
and in fine, he harrafied the fimple
citizens, by his imperious fanaticifm.
He earneftly wifhed to compel Voltaire
at leaflt to acknowledge the divine na-
ture of Jefus Chrift; to which he was
more attached than to any other dogma.
He, one day, drew Voltaire from his
lethargy, by fhouting in his ear: ‘¢ Do
you believe the Divinity of Jefus
Chrift ?”’——¢¢ In the name of God,
fir,” replied Voltaire, ¢ fpeak to me

no
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no more of that man; but let me die

in peace.”

The prieft then declared that he was
compelled to refufe him burial ; but he
was not authorifed in this refufal; for,
according to the laws, it ought to have
been preceded by a fentence of excom:
munication, or a fecular judgment;
and even an appeal might have been
made againft an excommunication, as a
matter of abufe. Voltaire’s family, by
complaining to the parliament, would
have obtained juftice; but they feared
the fanaticifm of that body and the ha-
tred of its members to Voltaire, wlio
had fo often combated its pretenfions

Ffoa and
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and exerted his powers againft its in-
juftice. They did not perceive that
the parliament could not, without dif-
grace to itfelf, depart from the princi-
ples on which it had acted in favour of
the Janfenifts; they did not know that
a great number of the young magiftrates
waited only for an occafion of effacing,
by fome fplendid act, the reproach of
fanaticifm by which theywere degraded,
of dignifying themfelves, by ordaining
a mark of refpe€ to the memory of a
man of genius whom they had been un-
fornd#h enough to number among
their enemies, and of thewing that they
chofe rather to atone for their injuftice,
ﬂ;an to yield to any incitements of ven-

. 2 geance.
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geance. The friends of Voltaire did
not obferve how much power they had
acquired by that enthufiafm which his
name had excited ; an enthufiafm which
had gained every clafs in the nation,
and which no authority would venture

openly to infult.

They chofe rather to negociate with
government. Daring neither to offend
public opinion by gratifying the ven-
geance of the clergy, nor to difplealc
the priefts by compelling them to obey
the laws, fearing to mortify facerdotal
pride fhould they ere& a public mo-
nument to a great man whofe afhes
were bafely difturbed by priefts, or

Ffj fhould
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fhould they indemnify his memory
for the lofs of ecclefiaftic honours,
to which he had fo little claim, by ci-
vic honours due to his genius and the
fervices he had done the nation, minif-
ters approved a propofal which was
made of removing Voltaire’s body to
the church of a monaftery, of which
his pephew was abb¢. It was accord-
ingly conduéted to Scellieres, and the
pricits agreed not to interrupt the exe-
cution of this defign. However, two
ladies, of diftinguithed rank and very
great dgvotees, wrote to the bifhop of
Troyes h:engagc him, in quality of
diocgan bifhop, to oppofe the burial,
Byt, fortunately for the honour of the

bifhop,
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bifhop, thefe letters arrived too late,

and Voltaire was interred.

The French academy had obferved

a cuftom of {iying mafs at the church
of the Cordcliers for each of their de-
ccafcd members. The archbifhop of
Paris, Beaumont, fo well known by
his ignorance and fanatici{m, prohibit-
ed the performance of the ceremony.
The Cordeliers obeyed with regret ; but
they knew that the confeffors of the
archbifhop would pardon his {pirit of rc-
venge, and would forbear to recommend
juftice to him. The academy, there-
fore, refolved to fufpend the pratice
of this ceremony till the infult offered
Ffgy to
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to the moft illuftrious of its members
fhould be repaired. Thus Beaumont
became, in defpight of himfelf, the in-
(trument of deftroying a ridiculous fu-

perftition.

Mean while the king of Pruffia com-
manded a folemn mafs to .be faid for
Voltaire in the catholic church of Ber-
lin; and the academy of Pruffia was
invited to attend. But that which was
more glorious to Voltaire, was, that
the king in the field of battle, where
at the head of an hundred and fifty
thoufand men he defended the rights
of the princes of the empire and im-
pofed laws on the Auftrian power, wrote

the
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the eulogium of that illuftrious man,
whofe difciple and friend he had been,
and who perhaps had never pardoned
him the unworthy and difgraceful vio-
lence which he had endured at Franck-
fort, bur towards whom the monarch
was inceflantly and involuntarily led by
his natural tafte and his admiration of
genius. This eulogium nobly compen-
fated for the mean vengeance of the

priefts.

Of all the enormities which, in the
times of ignorance and tuperitition,
the priefts have obtained the power of
committing againit bum.an nature with
impunity, that which is cxercifed on

the
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the bodies of the deceafed is unquefs
tionably the leaft prejudicial ; and, in
the eyes of enlightened men, thofe out-
rages can appear no other than a title
to renown. Yct, refpe&t for the re-
mains of men who have been dear to
us is no prejudice ; it is an affe¢tion in-
fpired by nature herfelf, who has plac-
ed, in the recefles of our hcarts, a
vencration for every thing that can re-
cal to our remembrance beings whom
friendfhip or gratitude have rendered
facred to our feelings, The liberty of
offering a forrowful homage to their
afhes is then a precious right to delicate
minds, and the power of chufing that
which their fenfations fhall dictate, can-.

not,
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not, without injuftice, be taken away ;
ftill lefs r;my this confolation be forbid-
den at the will of an intolerant fe&,
who have ufurped, with an audacity
too long endured, the right of controul-
ing the thoughts of men, or of infli¢t-

ing punifhment for them.

Befide, the empire of prejudice over
the minds of the populace is not yet
deftroyed ; a Chriftian deprived of bu-
rial is ftill, in the eyes of inferior peo-
ple, the objeét of horror and difdain ;
and this injuftice is extended even to his
family. If, indeed, the hatred of priefts
would purfue none but men who are im-

mortalized by their works and whofe

glory
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glory embraces. all ages, we might par-
don their defpicable efforts; but their
hatred may be attached to vi&ims lefs
illuftrious ; and all men have the fame

rights.

Government, in fome degree atham-
ed of its feeble conduét, hoped to
efcape public contempt by prohibit-
ing the paming of Voltaire in any
writings, or in thofe places where the
police was accuftomed to violate the
freedom of fpeech, under the pretence
of pr#wir:xg order, which it too often
confoinded with a refpedt paid to ef-
tablithed and protected follies,

The
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The public papers were forbidden to
fpeak of his death; and the comedians
had orders to perform none of his pieces.
Minifters did not difcover that means
like thefe, of preventing the anger of
the nation againft their weaknefs, would
only ferve more fully to provoke it; and
to demonftrate that they had neither
courage to merit the approbation nor

to fupport the blame of the public.

This fimple recital of the incidents
of the life of Voltaire has fufficiently
developed his characer and his mind ;
the principal features of which were
benevolence, indulgence for human
foibles, and a hatred of injuftice and

oppreffion.
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opprefion. He may be numbered
among the very few men in whom the
love of humanity was a real paflion;
+which, the nobleft of all paffions, was
known only to modern times, and took
rife from the progrefs of knowledge.
Its very exiftence is fufficient to con-
found the blind partifans of antiquity,

and thofe who calumniate philofophy.

But the happy qualities of Voltaire
were often perverted by his natural
reftleflnefs, which the writing of tra-
gedy had but increafed. In an inftant
he would change from anger to affec-
tion, from indignation to a jeft. Born

awvith violent paffions, they often hurried
him
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him too far; and his reftleflnefs de-
prived him of the advantages which
ufually accompany fuch minds ; parti-
cularly of that fortiude to which fear
is no obftacle, when altion becomes a
duty, and which is not thaken by the
prefeace of danger forefeen. Often
would Voltaire expofe himfelf to the
ftorm with rathnefs, but rarely did he
brave it with conftancy ; and thefe in-
tervals, of temerity and weaknefs, have
frequent'y afflicted his friends, and af-
forded unworthy caufe of triumph to

his cowardly foes.

His affeCtions were permanent, and
his friendfhip for Génonville, the pre-
fident
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fident de Maifons, Formont, Cideville,
the Marchionefs du Chatelet, d’Argen-
tal, and d’Alembert, feldom obfcured
by paffing clouds, ended only with his
life. From his works we difcover that
few men of feeling have fo long pre-
ferved the remembrance of friends loft

in early youth.

He has been reproached with his nu.
merous difputes, but in none of thefe
he was the aggreflor. His enemies,
thofe at leaft to whom he was irrecon-
cileable, and whom he devoted to the
world’s contempt, did not confine
themfelves to perfonal attacks; they

were his accufers to the fanatics, and
wifhed
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wifhed to bring down the fword of per-
fecution on his head. It is no doubt
afflicting to be obliged to place in this
lit men of rezal merit; men like the
poct Rouffeau, the two Pompignans *#,
I.archer, and even Roufleau of Geneva.
But is it not more excufable to carry

vengeance too far, in felf-defence, and

* One of them has lately, by his noble and
patriotic condud, effaced the {pots which his epif-
copal accufations had fixed upon his reputation.
He 1s at prefent feen to adopt the fame principles
of frecdom, with fortitude, for which in his works
he bitterly reproached philofophers, and againft
which he invoked the vengeance of defpotifm. It
would be wrong to accufe him of wilful tergiver-
fation : nothing is more common than men who,
to a worthy mind and integrity of underftanding,
join timidity ; and dare not examine certain prin-
ciples, nor think for themfclves on certain fub-
jeéts, till firt fupported by public opinion.

Vor. I. Gg to
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to be unjuft in the indulgence of anger,
the firft motive of which is founded in
reftitude, than to violate the rights of
man, by endangering the freedom and
fafety of a citizen, to gratify pride,
the aims of hypocrify, or an obftinate

attachmeny to opinions ?

Voltaire has been cenfured, for his
attacks on Maupertuis ; but werc not
thefe attacks confined to the mere act
of rendering a man eternally ridicu-
lous, who, by bafe intrigues, had en-
déavoured to difhonour and ruin him;
;& who, to revenge fome jefts, had
zlled the pov}er of a king, irritated by

“his infidious arts, to his aid ?
1 Voltaire,
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Voltaire, it is faid, was envious ; which
has been anfwered by the following

line, from Tancred :
De qui dans Punivers peut-il itre jaloufe * 2

Yes, be was envioss of Buffon. What!
could the man whofe mighty arm had
thaken the antique pillars of the tem-
ple of fuperftition, and who afpired to
metamorphofe the vile herd which fo
long had groaned under the facerdotal
vod into men, could he be envious of
the lucky and fplendid defcription of

the manners of a few animals; or the

# Does the wo:ld contain a man whom he might
envy?

Gg2 ~ more
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more or lefs fortunate combination of
fome fyftems, the falfity of which is
proved by fats?

He was envious of 7. ¥. Rouffean. The
boldnefs of Roufleau did indeed excite
that of Voltaire: but was the philo-
fopher who beheld the progrefs of
knowledge, polithing, emancipating,
and perfeting the human fpecies, and
who enjoyed the revolution as his pro-
per work, was he jealous of the elo-
quent writer who wifhed to condemn
the mind of man to eternal ignorance ?
Could the enemy of bigotry be jealous
of him who, not finding fufficient fame

in
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in the deftruction of its altars, vainly

endeavoured to rebuild them ?

Voltaire did not do juftice to the
genius of Rouffeau, becaufe his mind
being equitable, and void of affeGation,
felt an involuntary repugnance to ex-
aggeration ; becaufe a tone of aufterity
prefented to his fancy a tinéture of hypo-
cricy, the fmalleft fhade of which could
not but difguft his frank and independ-
ent foul; and becaufe, being accuf-
tomced himfelf to treat all fubjeéts with
humour, gravity in the little details of
paffion, or of human life, always ap-
peared to him to partake of the ridicu-
lous, He was unjuft, becaufe Roufleau

Gg3s had
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had angered him, by returning injury
to offers of fervice; had accufed him
of perfecution, when he was employed
in his defence, and had himfelf direét-
od the hand of perfecution toward

Voltaire,

He was jealous of Montefquien. He had
caufe to complain of the author of the
{pirit of laws, who affected to treat him
with indifference, and almoft with con-
tempt ; partly from foolith pride, and
partly from timid policy. Yet the cele.
brated {aying of Voltaire, that ¢ Hu-
manity had loft its claims, and that
Montefquien found and reftored them,”
i the bett eulogium ever pronounced

.

on
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on the fpirit of laws, and even exceeds
the limits of juftice. It is only true
relatively to France; fince, without
mentioning the works of Althufius *
and fome athers, the rights of man
were reclaimed with more energy and
candour in the works of Locke and

Sidney, than in thofe of Montefquieu.

Voltaire often criticifed the fpirit of
laws, but ufually with juftice. The
proof that he was right, in attacking
Montefquieu, is that we now perceive

the moft abfurd and fatal prejudices

* A German lawyer, of the XV1. century, who
maintained at that time that all power originated
in the people.

Ggs finding
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finding fupport by quoting works of
that celebrated man; which, had not
the progrefs of knowledge at length
broken the fetters forged by the dog-
mas of authority, concerning queftions
which ought only to be fubmitted to the
teft of reafon, would in the prefent day
have done more mifchief to France,
than they have done good to Europe.
The enthufiaftic partifans of Montef-
quieu have affirmed that Voltaire was
incapable either of judging or of un-
derftanding his works. Irritated by
fuch affertions, he well might mingle
a little ill humour with juft remark ; in
which he would befan&ioned by haugh-

tinefs fo ridiculous.
The
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The fathion of taxing Voltaire with
cnvy was fo prevalent, that to this paf-
fion have been attributed his fage ob-
fervations on the work of Helvetius;
which, from refpect to a perfecuted
philofopher, he had the delicacy not
to publifh during the life of that writer.
Nay, his very anger at the fhort lived
fuccefs of fome 11l written tragedies was
called envy; as if anger could not be
felt, except relatively to felf, at feeing
fame ufurped, which is fo often fatal to
the progrefs of philofophy and the arts.
How much has the praife fo prodigally
beftowed on Richelieu, Colbert, and
other minifters, impeded the advance-
ment of reafon, in the {cience of politics!

While
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While we read the works of Voltaire,
we perceive no man perhaps ever pof-
fefled accuracy of underftanding in a
fuperior degree. This he preferved in
the enthufiafm of poety, as well as in
the exuberance of humour; this was
ever the guide of his tafte and of his
opinions, and is one of the principal
reafons of the inexpreffible charms
which are difcovered, in the perufal of
his works. No mind perhaps ever com-
bined more ideas at a time, decided
with more rapid fagacity, or difplayed
more depth, in whatever requijred a la-
borious analyfis or continued medita-
tion. The ftrength of his cagle-cye
#ften has aftonithed even thofe wha

WEere
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were indebted to fimilar means for ideas
the moft profound, and combinations
the moft extenfive and precife. In con-
verfation he has often been known to
felet the beft of a multitude of ideas,
to arrange them in the moft perfpica-
cious and effeCtual manner, and to
clothe them in the moft happy and

brilliant language.

Hence the ineftimable advantage of
being ever clear and unaffected with-
out infipidity, and of being read with
equal pleafure by the moft ignorant,
as well as by the moft enlightened.
Reading his works with refletion, we
find in them a multitude of profoundly

philo-
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philofophic and true maxims; which
efcape fuperficial readers, becaufe they
do not enforce attention, nor require

any effort to be underftood.

If we confider him as a poet, we (hall
find that, of the various fpecics which
he attempted, the ode and comedy
werce the only ones in which he did not
deferve the higheft rank. He failed in
‘comedy becaufe, as it has previoufly
been remarked, he had the gift of feiz-
ing the ridiculous of opinion, but not
of character, fuch as could be put in
a&ion, and which alfone is proper for
comedy. Not that, in a country where

the
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the mind of man fhould have freed
itfelf from all its bonds, and in which
philofophy fhould have become popu-
lar, abfurd and dangcrous opinions
might not be fuccefsfully exhibited on
the ftage : but this kind of freedom 1s

at prefent no where to be found.

To him poetry is indebted for the
liberty of exercifing itfelf in a field
more vaft. He has thewn how it may
be united with philofophy; fo that
poetry, without being deprived of any
of its charms, rifes to new beauties ;
and philofophy, without being dry or
inflated, preferves its accuracy and
depth.

We
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We cannot read his theatrical wri-
tings, without obferving that to him
the tragic art is indebted, for the whole
progrefs which it has made fince Ra-
cine: nor can even thofe who refufe
him fuperiority, or equality, of poeti-
cal talents, without ftupidity or injuf-
tice, deny this progrefs. His latter
tragedies prove, that he was far from
fuppofing he had carried this fo difficult
art to its utmoft extent : he was fenfible
that tragedy might ftill approach more
nearly to nature, without being depri-
ved of its pomp and dignity; that it
ftill addicted itfelf too much to local
manners ; that the love of wcmen was
. too frequent fubject; that their paf-

fions
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fions ought to be reprefented on the
ftage as they exift in life, and their af-
feCtion firft difcoverced only by the ef-
forts made to conceal it, and not pub-
licly avowed, unlefs in thofc moments
when excefs of danger, or of misfor-
tune, no longer admit of difguife. He
thought too that characters vecid of af-
feCtation, great by nature, and ftran-
gers to intereft and ambition, might
afford a fource of new beauties, and
impart to tragedy more variety and
gruth. But he became too feeble to
execute his own conceptions; and, if
we except the father of Irene, we fhall
find his latter tragedies rather leffons

than models.
I€,
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If, therefore, elpecially in the arts,
the man of genius be he who by en-
riching them has moft extended their
limits, who has merited this title more
than Voltaire ? yet has it been refufed
him by writers, moft of whom were,
indeed, too deftitutc of genius them-

felves to feel its truc characeriftics.

To Voltaire we are indebted for
having taken a more extenfive and
ufeful view of hiftory than the an-
cients. It has in his writings become,
not a narrative of events, not the pic-
ture of the revolutions of a nation, but
that of human nature, painted from the
life, and the philofophic refult of the

experience
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experience of all people, and of all
ages. He firft introduced true critici{m
into hiftory ; firft thewed that the na-
tural probability of accidents ought to
be admitted, as proofs for or againft
hiftorical authenticity ; and that the
philofophic hiftorian ought, not only
to reje¢t miracles, but fcrupuloufly to
examine the motives for crediting thofe
facts which depart from the common

order of nature.

Perhaps he may occafionally have
forgotten the fage rule which he him-
{clf invented, and which, nigoroufly
adhered to, may demopﬁrate truth.
Still to him we are indebted for having

Vou. I. Hh freed
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freed hiftoryfrom that croud of extraor-
dinary incidents, adopted without proof,
which, making the greateft impreffion
on the mind, blinded men to the moft
natural and the beft demonftrated facts.
Before his time men knew little of hif-
tory, except the fables by which it was
disfigured. He fhewed that the abfur-
dities of politheifm had never been the
religion of any but the volgar, among
the greateft nations ; and that the belief
of one God, common to all people, had
Rro need of being revealed by fuperna-
tural means. He proved that all na-
tiol‘ have practifed the grand princi-
ples of morality, and with increafing
purity in proportion as they were more

civilized
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civilized, and better informed. He
taught us that the influence of religion
has often corrupted, but never improv-

ed morality.

As a philofopher, he was the firft to
afford an example of a private citizen,
who, by his wifhes and his endeavours,
embraced the general hiftory of man in
every country and in every age, oppof-
ing error and oppreffion of every kind,
and defending and promulgating every

ufeful truth.

The hiftory of whatever has been
done in Europe, in favour of reafon

and humanity, is the hiftory of his la.
Hh2 bours
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bours and beneficent atts.: If the ab-
furd and dangerous cuftom of interring
the dead within the walls of cities, and
even in churches, has been abolifhed
in fome countries ; if, on the continent
of Europe, men, by means of innocu-
lation, have, in part, efcaped a difeafe
which threatened life, and often was
deftru@ive of happinefs ; if the catholic
clergy have loft their dangerous power,
and will foon be deprived of their fcan-
dalous wealth; if the liberty of the
prefs be increafed ; if Sweden, Ruffia,
Poland, Pruffia, and the dominions of
whe houfe of Auftria have beheld the
Byranny of intolerance vanith; if even
in France, and fome of the provinces

I ) of
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of Italy, it has fuffered attacks; if the
fhameful remains of feudal vaffalage
has been fhaken in Ruffia, Denmark,
Bohemia, and France; if Poland now
feels its injuftice and -danger; if abfurd
and barbarous laws have been generally
abolithed, or are threatened with ap-
proaching deftruction ; if the neceflity
of refarming the adminiftration of pub-
lic juftice be every where felt; if the
continent of Europe has been taught
that men poflefs a right to the ufe of
reafon; if religious prejudices ha;@
been eradicated from the higher clafles
of fociety, and in part effaced from the
hearts of the common people ; if their
defenders have been reduced to the

Hh 3 fhame-
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fhameful neceffity of maintaining their
political utility ; if the love of humanity
be now the common language of all
governments; if wars fhould become
lefs frequent, and if the pride of kings,
or claims which the ruft of time has
concealed, be no longer alledged as
the pretence for their commencement ;
if we have beheld the mafk ftripped
from the face of religious fectaries, wha
were privileged in impoffing on the
world ; and if reafon for the firft time
has begun to fhed its clear and uni-
grm light over all Europe; we fhall
every where difcover, in the hiftory of
the changes that have been effetted,
#he name of Voltaire; and fhall every

where
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where find him beginning the battle,
or deciding the vittory.

But generally obliged to conceal his
intentions, and mafk his attacks, though
his works are in every hand, the prin-
ciples of his philofophy are ‘but little

known.

Ignorance and error are the fole caufe
of the mifery of man; and the errors
of fuperftition are the moft fatal, be-
caufe they corrupt every fource of rea-
fon; and their deftru&ive enthufiafm
teaches their adherents tocommit crimes
without remorfe. That mildnefs of
mannefs which is compatible with every

Hhg4 form
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form of government diminithes evils,
the cure of which reafon muft one
day effe®, and impedes their progrefs.
Oppreflion itfelf, in a humane nation,
afflumes the charatter of the pcople;
and is rarely guilty of great barbarity,
in a country where arts and efpecially
literature are beloved. Freedom of
thinking is tolerated out of refpett to
them, though men want the fortitude

to love it for its own fake.

Our endeavours, therefore, fhould
be to infpire the mild and confolatory
virtues, which lead to reafon, which
all men may practice, which agree
%t every polithed age, and which

may



THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 473

may teach hypocrify itfelf fome good.
They fhould particularly be prefercd
to thofe auftere morals which feldom
exift, in common minds, without a
mixture of unfécling {everity ; which
are to hypocrify at once fo eafy and fo
dangerous ; which often terrify tyrants
but feldom confole mankind ; and the
neceffity of which proves the misfor-
tune of thofe nations whofe hiftory they

adorn,

By informing mankind, and by ren-
dering them more humane, we beft
may hope to lead them the fureft and
eafieft road to freedom. But we nei-
ther can hope to {pread knowledge nor

{often
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foften the manners of nations, if fre-
quent wars accuftom them to the thed-
ing of blood without remorfe, and to
contemn the fame which awaits on the
arts of peace; or if, occupied in op-
preflion or in felf-defence, men fhould
continue to eftimate their virtue by the
ill they have been able to do, and ima-
gine the art of killing to be the art of

moft utility.

The more men are cnlightened the
more they will be free, and the lefs
difficuk will be the attainment of free-
dom. But let us not teach opprefiors
to form a league againft reafon; let us

conceal from them the neceflary and
firm
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firm union which exifts between know-
ledge and liberty ; and let us not too
foon inform them that a nation without

prejudice muft inftantly be free.

If we except theocracies, it is the
immediate intereft of all governments that
the people fhould be humane and en-
lightened. Let us not teach them that
their more diffant intereff is to leave men
in a ftate of ignorance. Let us not
oblige them to choofe between the in-
tereft of pride and that of repofe and
fame. To induce them to love reafon,
fhe muft always appear in a gentle and
peaceful form; and, far from terrify-
ing them byimprudent threats, whilefhe

afks



476 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

afks their fupport muft offer her own,
If we attack oppreflors before we have
taught the opprefled, we fhall rifk the
lofs of liberty and the death of reafon.
Hiftory affords proofs of this truth.
How often, in defpite of the generous
efforts of the friends of freedom, has a
fingle battle reduced nations to the

flavery of ages !

And what is the kind of liberty en-
joyed by thofe pations which have re-
covered it by force of arms, and not by
the force of reafon ? It has been tempo-
rary freedom, and fo difturbed by
ftorms that it remains doubtful whether
it were or were not an advantage. Have

not
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not moft of them confounded the forms
of republicanifm with the enjoyment of
right, and the defpotifm of numbers with
freedom. How many unjuft laws, con-
trary to the rights of nature, have dif-
honoured the code of all nations which
have recovered their liberty, during
thofe ages in which reafon was ftill in
its childhood !

Why not profit by this fatal expe-
rience, and wifely wait the progrefs of
knowledge, in order to obtain freedom
more effe€tual, more fubftantial, and
more peaceful ? Why purchafe it by
torrents of blood, and inevitable con-
fufion, and give that to chance which

time
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time muft certainly and without blood-
fhed beftow ? In order to be more free
and to be ever fo, we fhould wait the
time when men, releafed from their
prejudices and guided by reafon, will
be worthy of freedom, becaufe they

will know what are its true claims.

What therefore is the duty of a phi-
Iofopher > To attack fuperftition; to
point out peace, wealth, and power
to gove:rnments, as the infallible re-
wards of.thofe laws which fecure reli-
gious liberty ; and to teach them how
much they have to fear from priefts,
whofe fecret influence will ever menace
the repofe of nations in which the li-

berty
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berty of the prefs is under the leaft re-
ftraint. For, previous to the invention
of the art of printing, it was impoffible
to fhake-off this fhameful and fatal
yoke: and, till facerdotal authority
fhall be entirely annihilated by reafon,
there will be no medium between ab-
folute ignorance and dangerous com-

motion.

The philofopher will fhew that,
without freedom of thought, the {pirit
of the clergy muft again produce aflaffi-
nation, tortures, profcriptions, and civil
wars ; and that, by enlightening the
people only can nations, and kings, be
fecured from fuch facred crimes. He

wilt
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will prove that men who wifh for ab-
folute power over the mind will employ
force inftead of reafon, will oblige con-
fcience to cedc to their dogmas, and,
far from affording morality a more folid
bafis by combining it with religious
notions, will corrupt and deftroy it}
while they feek, not to promulgate
virtue, but, to make their adherents
the blind inftruments of their ambition
and avarice. Should he be atked what
is to be the fubflitute of the prejudices
thus deftroyed, he would anfwer—¢¢ 1
have delivered you from a wild beaft,
which. was devouring you, and yogatk

for a fubftitute.”
Were
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Were he to-be reproached with re-
peating the fame theme too often, and
with too obftinately attacking errors in
themfelves beneath contempt, he will
reply—They are not contemptible while
credited by the vulgar. And, though
it be lefs glorious to combat vulgar
error than to teach new truths to fages,
it is neceflary, in order to break the
bonds of reafon and to open a free

road to truth, to prefer utility to fame.

Inftead of proving that fuperftition
is the fupport of defpotifm, if he write
to people under an arbitrary govern-
ment, he will prove that it is the ene-
my of kings; and of thefe two truths

Vor. I. Ii he



482 THE LIFE OF VOLTAIRE.

he will purpofely @well upon that which
may aid the caufe of humanity; and not
on that by which it may be injured,
becaufe liable to be mifunderftood.

1nftead of declaring war againft def-
potifin, before reafon fhall have affem-
bled{ufficient powers,and callingnations
to the ‘banners of freedom, who neither
love it fior underftand what freedom is,
he will enumerate to them and their
governors the various oppreflions which
are common to them all, and which it
is as well the intereft of thofe who com-
mand as of thofe who obey to Toot out.
To fimplify and humanize tive laws, Yo
‘counteraét the oppreffion of ftordinate

2 tyranny,
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tyranny, to break off the fhackles with
which falfe policy may have encum-
bered the induftry and liberty of trade,
in order that freedom may be the only
happinefs wanting ro mankind, and
that nations worthy of freedom may be
prefented to her, fuch will be.his efs

forts, fuch his theme.

Such is the refult of the philofophy
of Voltaire, and fuch the fpirit which

pervades his works.

Let men, who, if he had not ‘writ-
ten, would ftill have been the flaves of
prejudice, or would have trembled to
confels they had fhaken of its yoke,

Iiz2 accufe
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accufe Voltaire of having betrayed the
interefts of freedom, becaufe he de-
fended it without fanaticifm and im-
prudence ; let them judge him by thofe
enlightened principles which were ten
years pofterior to his death and half a
century to his philofophy, and which,
but for him, had ever remained the
fecret opinions of fages; let them con-
demn him for having diftinguithed be-
tween the good, which may exift with-
out liberty, and the happinefs to which
liberty only gives birth; let them for-
bear to perceive that had Wltaire in-
fufed into his firft writings the princi-
ples of freedom of the elder Brutus,
or in other words of American inde-

pendence,
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pendence, neither Montefquieu nor
Rouflfeau would have written as they
have done ; that if, like the author of
the Syfféme de la Nature, he had invited
the kings of Europe to fupport the
power of the priefts*, Europe would
{till have been fuperftitious, and would
long have remained in bondage; and
let them forget that in books, as in
behaviour, we ought to difplay the

courage only which the occafion re-

* The tranflator fpeaks from memory, but he
believes himfelf juftified in faying that this accufa-
tion of the author of the Syféme de la Nature is
falfe, whofe do&rine, if he docs not grofsly mif-
take, was, that the defpotic power of kings and
priefts was founded in reciprocal fupport, and
‘that defpotifm of every kind was equally hateful
and deftruttive.

I1ig quires;
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Guires their injuftice will but little
injure the glory of Voltaire. Men of
genius muft be his judges, men who
¢an dilcover, in a fucceffion of various
works, as well from their form and
ftyle as from their principles, the fecret
plan of a philofopher, who is waging
continual but bold and artful war on
prejudice; rather intent on conqueft
than on renown; too great to be vain
of his opinions, and too much the
friend of the human race not to make
their utility the grand obje& of his pur-

fuits.

Voltaire has been accufed of partiali-
ty to monarchial government, but this

accufation
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accufation only can impofe on fuch as
have not read his works. It is true
he hated, beyond even monarchial pow-
er, ariftocratic defpotifm, which unites
rigour to hypocrify and tyranny more
auftere to morals more perverfe; nor
was he ever the dupe of the parliaments
of France, o; the nobles of Swecden
and Poland, who give the name of free-
dom to the chains with which they
would load their vaffals. In this opi-
nion, Voltaire has bcen joined by all
philofophers who havc fought the de-
finition of a free ftate in the nature
and mind of man, and not, like the pe-
dant Mably, in examples, drawn from

Ilig the
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the tyrannical anarchies of Italy and

Greece.

He has been blamed for having be-
ftowed too much praife on the pomp
of the court of Louis XIV. and accu-
{ation was in this inﬁangc well found-
ed; it was the only prejudice of his
youth which he never fhook off, and
there are few wen who can hope they
have vanquifhed all their errors. It
has been afferted, that he fuppofed ce-
lebrated artifts, orators, and poets,
were all that were neceffary to render a
people happy, but never could he en-
tertain fuch a thought. He fuppofed,

indeed,
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indeed, that arts and literature polifhed
the manners of men, and made the
road of reafon {mooth and fafe, and
that the love of them rendered thofe
who govern beneficent of heart, often
prevented them from committing aéts
of violence a‘i injuftice, and that,
under equal circumftances, the moft
ingenious and polithed péoplc would

always be the leaft wretched.

His pious enemies have taxed him
with having affaulted, by wilful mif-
quotation, the religion of his country,
and extending incredulity even to athe-

ifm ; both of which charges are equally
falfc-
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falfe. -Améng a multitude of objections,
founded on proofs and on paflages cited
from books, fuppofed to have been in-
fpired by God himfelf, a very fmall
number of errors only can be difcover-
ed; and thofe cannot be imputed to
him as wilful mi{’cakes‘becaufe, come
paring them to the numerous accurate
quotations and fa&s related with pre-
cifion, it js evident that nothing could
have been of lefs ufe to his caufe.
When contending with his adverfaries,
his maxim continually was, nothing
ought to be credited which is not prov-
ed, and every thing fhould be rejected
which is offenfive to reafon and pro-

bability;
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babilicy ; and the anfwer he has con-
tinually received was, whatever cannot
be demonftrated an impoffibility ought
to be adopted and adored.

He conftantly appeared to be per-
fuaded of the exiftence of a Supreme
Being, but without remaining blind to
the ftrength of the objections oppofed
to that opinion. While he thought he
beheld the regular order of nature, he
could not but perceive thofe ftriking
irregularities which he was unable to
explain. :

This was his perfuafion, though it

was far from that abfolute certainty in

the.
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the prefence of ‘which all difficulties
vanifh : the work entitled, 1! faut pren-
dre un partiy ou le principe d’altion*,
perhaps contains the ftrongeft proofs of
the exiftence of a Supreme Being,

which men have yet been able to collect.

He believed as much of free will as
ﬁ?ganal man can believe ; that is, he
‘believed man has the power to refift
4nclination, and to weigh the motives

of action.

His incertitude refpetting {pirit was

almoft abfolute, and even concerning

" # Decide we muft, or the principle of a&tion.
the
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the exiftence of the foul after the de-
ceafe of the body ; but as he imagined
this opinion, as well as that of the ex-
iftence of a God, was beneficial, he
rarely allowed himfelf to mention his
doubts, and generally dwelt rather on

the proofs than on the objections.

Such was the philofophy of Voltaire ;
and we, perhaps, fhall find, while we
read his life, that he has been more
admired than known; that though
gaul abounds in fome few of his pole-
mical writings, his predominant fen-
fation was a&ive benevolence ; that his

affetion for the unfortunate cxceeded
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his hatred of his enemies ;-and thdt the
paffion of fame in him was ever fubor-
dinate to the more noble love of huma-
nity. Superior to the oftentation of
virtue, or to the concealment of his
foibles, which he would fometimes can-
didly confefs, though not proudly pro-
claim, few men ever exifted whofe lives
bave been more honoured by aéts of
greater worth or lefs fullied by hypo-,
crify.. In fine, let it be remembered
that when, on the pinnacle of fame,
after having rendered the French ftage
illuftrious by his genius, and while
throughout Europe he exercifed a de-
, gr& ‘of power over the minds of men

hitherto
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. Hitherto unparalleled, the following pa-
thetic line,

T a1 fait un peu de bien, O¢ft mox meilleur ouvrage®.

was the unaffected expreffion of that
habitual bencvolence, which had taken
pofleflion of his foul.

* The little good I've done, that is my beft of
works !

END O THE LIFE OF VOLTAIREw





















